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DAILY  FAMI  NEFS  DIGEST  TT.S.  DER^J^TJ'ENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

^  (For  April  1,  I947)  Office  of  Information 

■■'ashinpton  25,  D.G. 

.rP  n??.-^''^^^^''^         magazines  from  ivhich  these  agricultural  items  are  taken 
are  on  file  m  Press  Service,  Room  aa.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I) 

Rrom  Nevf  York  Times,  April  1  - 

IS  Tm^^^Pif?^^'^?^  ^^^^^^ES  CONGRESS,  HOLDING  END  ON  OCT.  3I 

rPl^^t.n^^^p?  •  P^"""^  ^'"^^y        President  Truman  "v.dth 

reluctance    signed  legislation  extending  sugar  rationing  and  price  controls  until 

P.+  nIi'"  t'S^^ination  date,  the  President  declared,  "appears  to  be  too  early."  '  ' 
endenufelo  "''^^''"'^       midnight  tonight  and  price  controls  would  have 

retai^n.^'^?^  f '°  ?n^.^°  ^^"^  White  ^House  and  t^r„  Truman,  approved  a. measure 
retaining  until  Juiie  30  the  powers  of  priority  and  allocation  control  given  in 
the  Secona  ,  ar  Powers  Act  over  a  limited  list  of  items..  ■ 

.^'''^^^''^^^  ^^^'^  antimony,  cinchona  bark,  streptomycin,  cordage  fibers, 
raiiroj,d  transportation/  tractor  exports  and  whatever  other  commodities  may  be 
co^iUnents^         Secretaries  of  State  and  Commerce  as  essential  to  international 


10  'POUf^DS  OF  SUG'  P  FOP  ST^TiTP  n  thp^v  o    „      x    ,  . 
groc-rv  st-rc9^  l^^.Til      X.  1  TODnY-ougar  stocks  m  most  of  the  retail 

f^^rfJ.       T  ^r^^  ^'^^-^-^  ^^^e  full  allowable  inventory    it  was 

Spare  S^^  ^^''1  ^^^^^^-^         the  validation' ioday  Tf 

pare_btampll~,the  first  ration  stamp  good  for  ten  pounds  of  sugar 
.athough  Spare  Stamp  5-3,  vfhich  had  a  ratnnn  vaTi^o  r.^  pa  ^ugar. 
night,  there  was  no  late  ru^hT^r  L,^^      ration  value  of  five  pounds,  expired  last 
rtamps.  ^  housewives  such  as  marked  the  expiration  of  eerlie 


PEED  mCFS  ON  U  S    BU?T^  ^^'^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^  ^--^         TO  HIGH 

speL"  of  Go™e;^  SPEED-UP-Chicago-High  feed  coats,  charged  to  "excessive 

such  a  dLrel  t^f      gram  buying    is  curtaining  poultry  and  hog  replacements  to 
such  a  degree  that  a  scarcity  of  foi7l  and  pork  may  result  next  fall    -alter  C 
Berger,  president  of  the  .merican  Feed  Manufacturers  Association  '^rned  toda; 


(Turn  to  page  2  of  the  Digest  for  other 
Items  from  today's  N.  Y,  Times,) 
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From  Nevj-  York  Times,  April  1  - 

WOOL  PROBLEI'i  PUT  UP  TO  '..HITE  HOUbhr-^yashin^ ton-Carl  n.  uilken,  economic  analyst 
told  the  Senate  'Agriculture  Comm3.ttee  today  that  the    resident  "already  has  authori- 
ty to  solve  the  tooI  problem"  b;'  increasing  the  tariff. 

Mr,  Wilken,  representing  the  Rav  iviaterials  National  Council,  Sioux  Citj^, 
Iowa,  contended  in  his  statement  that  the  tooI  situation  "is  just  an  example  of  the 
futility  of  trying  to  maintain  parity  prices  for  the  .Vmerican  farmer  vithout 
a  tariff  or  import  fee  at  the  same  level," 

Senator  Robertson,  Republican,  of  V'yoming,  testified  in  behalf  of  his  bill 
for  continued  price  support  of  v/ool  ty  Commodity  Credit  Corporation, 


From  .Tall  Street  Journal,  April  1- 

DOLL/vRS  DELUGE  FARJ^ERS  AS  INFLATION  V.TNDS  KEEP  BLOl'IfiG-Up  more  than  a  third  in 
12  months,  farm  products  prices  noiv  sail  200^^  above  the  August,  1939  level.  Farm 
staples  Trorth  $1  than  now  bring  $3. 

"Parity"  is  left  far  belov^,,  "Parity"prices  theoretically  give  farmers  the 
buying  power  they  had  in  1909-14.  They  supposedly  constitute  a  "fair  return." 
But  today  farm  product  prices  average  22^  above  parity. 

Some  big  crops  have  climbed  av/ay  from  the  "fair  return"  level  far  more  than  the 
average  indicates.    Soybeans  nov/  bring  1-67^  of  parity.    Hogs  bring  159^.  Beef 
cattle  sell  at  1^9^.    Others:    V.'heat,  121^.    Cotton,  112^j  Milk,  121^,. 


TILL  JLiRKETS  in  grain  futures  have  swamped  the  big  grain  houses  Ydth  v;ork. 
Futures  contracts  on  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  in  karcn  top^^ed  l.l»billion  bushels. 
That's  nearly  three  times  the  volume  of  it^arch  last  year. 


COSTLY  FEED  THR^iTENS  HIGHER  PRICES  ON  T1LK,  BUTTER,  EGGS  A>T  POULTR^^-Bran 
is  a  basic  feed.    Ifs  flour  milling  bj^product.    A  mere  month  ago  it  sold  for 
$1,470  a  carload.    Yesterday  it  brought  f>2,OP5.    Feed  yheat  selling  for  ^)5,260 
a  carload  a  month  ago  now  bring  |p6040. 

"Brewers  grain"  (residue  left  after  beer  making)  that  dair^Tnen-*  got  for  f)44 
a  ton  last  month  now  costs  them  |64  in  Eastern  States. 

Soybean  meal,  a  high  protein  feed  used  by  poultry  growers,  sold  in  the  ^'^dwest 
at  $55  a  ton  last  month.    And  it  now  brings  ^^74, 


SUGAR  SHORTAGE  may  pinch  consumers  before  the  Oct.  31  decontrol  date,  government 
officials  believe.    They  fear  that,  as  Oct.  31  approaches,  sugar  may  be  hoarded 
for  sale  at  hoped  for  higher  prices  in  the  free  market.    The  free  sugar  date  was 
picked  politically.    It  favors  Louisiana  cane  growers  and  U.S.  Sugar  beet  producers. 
Their  crops  virill  just  be  starting  to  market,  and  the  heavy  canning  season  will  be  at 
hand.     But  the  new  Cuban  crop's  movement  to  market  will  be  at  least  three  months 
away . 


Farm  Digest  655-47-2 


-  3  - 

From  St,  Paul  (Minn.)  Pioneer  Press,  Mar,  20  - 

]OI¥  POSSIGIT  POLICY  CiiaiSD  SiBIillfS'AID;:  ¥ljmS  TBAES  OU'TLOOE,   TOLLEY  T2LLS 
CO-OP,  -  This  nation's  faxiaers  'Wednesday  night  were  given  their  first  authentic 
work  of  what  is  in  store  for  them  in  the  new  era  of  American  leadership  of  world 
affairs,  and  learned  that  in' that  era  they  should  "be  ahle  to  live  better  than  "be- 
fore, '  ■'        ■•  '       -  ..^ 

The  "bearer  of  the  "word  -was  Hdward  R,  Tolley,  economist  of  the  food  and 
agriculture  organization  of  the  ^nited  -Ligations,  on  the  occasion  of  presentation 
to  him  in  St,  Paul  of  the'  Hatiorial  Parmers  Union  award  to  the  American  giving  the 
most  distinguished  service  to  agriculture  in  1946, 

"If  the  United  States  moves  courageously  to  take  its  full  part  in  the  ex- 
panding economy  of  a  peaceful  world, " .Tolley  declared  in  accepting  the  award, 
"farmers  can  live  "better," 

And  without  making  any  direct  reference  to  this  country' s  "bid  for  "broader 
world  leadership  "by  its  recent  departures  in  G-reece  and  Turkey,   Tolley  make  plain 
his  conviction  that  the  die  is  cast  and  that  this  country  now  is  em"barked  defi- 
nitely on  a  course  of  world  leadership  which  will  favora'oly  affect  U,  S,  Agri- 
culture and  industry. 

Prom  Hew  Orleans  (La,)  Times-Picayune,  i-'iar,  23.  -  ^ 

U?lG3S  potato  PLOUR  POH  BSEAE  AiTI)  CAEE  _  Washington  -  The  spud  sandwich  will 
"become  staple  fare  in  the  American  lunch  l)ox  if  Representative  Paul  1/,  Shafer, 
Ilepu"blican,  has  his  way. 

The  congressman  from  potato— growing  Michigan  told  his  colleagues  that  the 
department  of  agriculture,  at  his  suggestion,  will  try  to  "sell  the  "baking 
industry  on  the  advantages  of  using  m.ore  culturized  potato  flour  in  "bread  and 
cake. 

The  housewife  should  rejoice  at  this  news,   says  Shafer, 

"The  addition  of  potato  flour  to  regular  wheat  flour  will  add  vitamins  to 
"bread,    Bread  v.-ill  keep  much  longer,    Il.-Kperiment3  in  using  three  and  four  per 
cent  culturized  potato  flour  in  bailing  cakes  have  "been  made  with  excellent  re*- 
sults." 

Prom  PuelDlo  (Colo.)   Chieftain,  Mar.  22- 

PIG-HT  IS  0P3^IED  Oil  GRAZIilG  DEAL  _  Mem"bers  of  the  Pueblo  Game  and  Pish  asso- 
ciation are  "being  urged  to  oppose  a  proposed  "bill  to  allow  users  of  grazin:;  lands 
in  the  na.tional  forests  and  on  pu"blic  domain  to  purchase  those  lands  at  nominal 
cost,   it  was  learned  Priday, 

Joseph  H,  Botleman,   speaker  at  a  meeting  of  the  group  last  'fednosday  night, 
warned  that  enactment  of  the  "bill  would  mean  the  end  not  only  of  all  pu"blic 
grazing  lands,  "but  of  the  tim"ber  resources  of  the  national  forests  as  well,  since 
the  pattern  would  have  "been  set  for  other  private  interests  to  talcc  over  ovmcr- 
ship  of  pu"blic  lands  on  the  "basis  of  former  use. 

If  stockmen  can  claim  the  lands  "because  of  having  used  them,  under  tim"boring 
permits.      The  result  v/ould  he  the  loss  of  the  national  forest  system,   the  one 
agency  that  is  actively  engaged  in  assuring  a  continued  yield  cf  the  forests. 
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7rom  Great  Falls  (Mont.)  Tri"bune,  Mar.  19  - 

SII0EI1A.G-S  OF  lABOR  IHDICATSD  EGSPITS  FOSSIGIT  YOPZSRS  _  Helena  Montana 
sugar  "beet.  cTOwers  and  processors  today  prepared  to  launch  the  1947'  season  on  an 
expanded  scale  despite  lack  of  assurance  that  there  will  he  a  sufficient  lahor 
supply  to  thin  and  harvest  the  crop^ 

Last  year  Montana  produced  ahout  77,000  acres  to  the  harvest  stage.  Almost 
2,4-00  acres  remained  in  the  ground,  not  so  much  "because  of  lack  of  lahor  in 
numhers  hut  hecause  lahor  .was  not  available  when  weather  permitted  opcrationSo 
Today's  corifcrence  revealed  tentative  plans  to  plant  96,000  acres  in  1947,  This 
compares  v;ith  the  department  of  agriculture's  request  for  88,000  acres* 

From  Louisville  (Ky.)  Courier— Journal,  }h.r,  22  - 

mOAirTE  ACTIOIT  WOxT'T  SOL^/E  BURLSY'S  PHOSLSIvi  _  Editorial  -  Kcntuckians 
will  hear  calmly  the  nev/s  that  they  have  hcen  allotted  48,000  fewer  acres  to 
grow  hurley  tohacco  this  year.    Acreage  reduction  has  hecn  fa.vorcd  generally 
hy  .growers,  as  one  of  the  short— range  solutions  of  their  prohlcms.    Many  have 
urged  an  even  greater  reduction  than  the  14  per  cent  announced  yesterday  hy  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,    At  that,   the  restriction  to  smaller 
acreage  has  long  ceased  to  worry  the  experienced  grower.    He  has  learned  to  inr- 
crease  his  yield,  and  he  wonders  at  times  x\rhothor  -quol^as  should  he  hasod  on 
acres  or  on  pounds^ 

In  a  modern  world  he  finds-  that  acreage  reduction  merely  touches  the 
fringes  of  his  prohlem.    Many  other  things  v/ill  have  to  he  done.     He  is  rapidly 
losing  his  nationalistic  viewpoint,  and  he  feels  that  his  case  should  he 
pleaded  with  more  vigor,  and  made  the  suhject  of  more  agreements,   in  other 
countries  of  the  v/orld.    Ifcat  is  to  he  done,   for  example,  ahout  the  fresh 
report  tliat  Brazil  increased  its  tohacco  crop  greatly  last  year,   to  240,000,000 
pounds?    And  this  has  gone  less  into  the  old  ci.^^ar  leaf,  more  into  air-cured  and 
flue— cured  leaf? 

From  Sacraiacnto  (Calif.)  Bee,  Mar.  21  - 

HO  GETS  THE  $3  -  Editorial  -  Three  dollar  wheat  on  the  Chicago  Board  of 
Trade  for  the  second  time  in  99  years  comes  at  the  season  of  the  year  v/hen 
farmers'   stocks  of  grain  are  at  their  lowest  ehh, 

Ohviously  the  farmers  arc  not  the  ones  receiving  the  proceeds  from  this 
near  record  price,  hut  the  speculators  who  would  not  know  the  difference  hc- 
twocn  a  plow  and  a  magic  lantern. 

Efforts  on  the  part  of  the  board  of  trade  to  curb  spccTilativc  buying  by 
doubling  its  margin  reo^uirements  is  only  a  partial  remedy  and  at  the  ocst  is 
locking  the  barn  door  after  the  horse  has  been  stolen. 

Meanwhile,   in  JJew  York,  bread  flour  jumped  as  much  as  25  cents  per  100 
.pounds  and  pastry  flnor  85  cents  —  increases  vhich  will  be  reflected  unti  ately 
in  the  prices  of  bread  and  cakes, 

Stron,:  action  by  goverruiient  is  needed  to  prohibit  speculation  in  such  vital 
com.moditics  as  food.    And  until  these  parasites  are  eliminptcd,  neither  the 
producer  nor  the  consumer  is  going  to  get  a  sq_u.':.rc  shalcc. 
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DAILY  M  mnS  DIGEST  |  . f  ^1.^^'  ^  ■  DEPARTMMT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

(For  April  2,  1947)     f  '^'^^ '^a^O/ita  )     Office  of  Information 

APf^  ^     /5^7         5        T.ashington  25,  D.G. 

icW  • 

.From  Nevf  lork  Times,  April  2  - 

■  emplo^"™'  'fh'''  Tnr0SLAy-Bel,rade-Charge=  that  the  United  States  was' 

employing  a    strategy  of  hunger"  to  take  adYanta<^e  of  TOrtorn  oourtrles  that  InrV 

u;t\rBX"^:srtLty." 

f''P°''*=-"«  a  speech  in  the  Yugoslav  Parliament  By  Foreign  Trade  Hini^ter 

req^e^tslrS^I'-rr^J^r^  '^""^^  of  iJigoSav  :merg  no  ,  food 

requests  to  the  United  States  mth  President  Truman's  Greek    aid  policy. 

undefgoLTIheTil^t'boom  T^fS^'  '"l''^^  "''"^^  ^^^h  rate  is 

March\ss?e  of  tL^'uStedXiLn  ^I^nSlT^uluSf^f  ^J^^S^  J*^! 
tomorrow,  ux±e-6in  01  btatistics,  to  be  published 

UnitedlL?:r::sf  frS\1'i\St°hs'Sr'  ^h  ^  ^5^3,  the  rate  in  the 

annual  rate  of  asre'L^Novie^fgi^r  l"fSc?a":??hf  u'?f /° 

Statistical  office  desoribPri  +hi^  ^    oiiiciai  of  the  Uj-^ted  Nations 

in  t^rSL\V?a^^! 

reco$g?Kte?daf  aS  tfe\5^i;?^™ISl^°**°2 /-f^jes  on  the  i-ew  lork  Cotton  t^change 
il?4n|?h*?ha^g  g£i"kp-LSi£-  The^l-ar^Sl^^s^sLv^^d^-r^e-Stlllly'^lr^lS^ 

,vin'^^n!S^%™t^hlte:^^^^^^^^^^^  0I       *™  -^--^^ 

greatest  gains  are  e.pected^  if  t^;  ^^J^l^^'  • 


From 


lall  Street  Journal,  April  2  - 


principal, wool  oons^ing  states^except'^Hussif Ind  CWnf    '  all 

chaiLn^^tt^^hy^?^^^^^^^^^^^  elected 
chairmen.  wairavens  o.l  Belgium  were  named  vice 
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Prom  Wall  Street  Journal,  April  2  - 

SENATE  GROUP  APPROVES  xilLi.  El.'j EiiDIffiPKICE  SUPrORT  O'u  U.S.  ijOOi.-i;ashington- 
The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  approved,  seven  to  one,  a  uill  e:^uending  a 
Government  price  support  prograra  on  i'/ool  througn  194c'. 

The  Agriculture  Department's  present  vrool  purchasing  prograra  'uill  end  April 

15. 

The  committee  approved  idth  amendments  a  bill  b;;  Senator  Robertson  (R»-V.yo.)« 
It  directs  the  Commodity  Credit  Corp.  through  loans  and  purchases  to  support  a 
price  for  U.S.  production  in  1947  and  lo^f^  at  ^^0''  of  the  comparable  price  in 
•January  of  the  year  it  is  produced,  or  at  the  CCC's  194-6  support  price,  T-hichever 
is  higher. 


GRAIN  }.'IARKETS  were  strong  yesterday.    HeaA,y  buying  came  into  all  pits  following 
announcement  of  renevved  interest  in  corn  and  flour  for  export.    Reports  v/ere  current 
that  Great  Britain   vras  in  the  market  for  live  cargoes  of  United  States  corn  for 
shipment  during  April  and  May.    In  addition  it  was  reported  that  the  Government  yes- 
terday YJ-as  scheduled  to  buy  up  to  a  million  sacks  of  flour.    The  Production  and 
Marketing  Administration  was  said  to  have  purchased  up  to  600,000  sacks  of  flour. 
At  the  time  this  news  was  published,  wheat  futures  were  dovm.  almost  4  cents  a 
bushel.    The  buying  vave  which  came  into  the  list  in  late  trading  swept  vrheat 
prices  up  more  than  7  cents  a  bushel,  from  the  early  lovj-s. 


I^VOUS  PDOD  HEW- Food  men,  fearful  of  loiver  prices,  are  slashing  their 
inventories , 

Right  up  the  line,  from  retailer,  to  wholesaler,  to  processor,  stocks  are  being 
pared  as  quickly  as  possible, 

A  leading  wholesaler,  for  example,  is  cutting  reorders  in  an  eiiort  to  reduce 
inventories  ^0%  from  the  Eecember,  194b,  level.    Air eaay,  he's  lopped  oif  about 
25%. 

The  viorld's  largest  package  food  concern.  General  i*oods  Corp.  is  not  buying 
any  raw  materials  except  those  needgrl  to  ket  p  its  production  lines  moving,  says 
Clarence  Francis,  chairman. 

An  Eastern  grocery  chain  has  whacked  IC^  off  its  inventories  sinr-e  last 
December  and  mil  continue  buying  fewer  foods  than  it  sells  "until  stocks  reach  a 
satisfactory  level," 

"Cutting  inventories  is  the  only  prudent  thing  to.  do  under  present  conditions," 
explains  an  executive  of  a  leading  manufacturing  firm. 


From  N.'".  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  2  - 

COTTON  PIANTING  INTEI^'TIONS  AT  20,617,000  ACRES  ON  APRIL  1-Jkrmers  in  the  belt 
mil  plant  20,617,000  acres  in  cotton  this  spring,  an  increase  of  13.4  percent 
over  1946  final  acreage^  according  to  intentions  reported  to  The  Journal  of 
Commerce  as  of  April  1  m  a  survey  of  all  Cotton  States,    This  compared  Tdth  8,5 

percent  increase  indicated  in  the  i^'^arch  1  survey. 
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■  (The  nev-spapers  and  magazines  from  r/hich  these  agricultural  items  are  taken 
are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  AI4.A.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I)  ' 

From  NeiT  York  Tidies,  April  1  ~ 

TRUT/IiVN. EXTENDS  GONTROL  OF  SUGAR:  HE  REBUKES  CONGRESS,  HOLDING  END  ON  OCT.  3I 
IS  TOO  EjiRLY-l-ashington-^ongress  passed  today  and  President  Truman  'Hidth 
reluctance"  signed  legislation  extending  sugar  rationing  and  price  controls  until 
Oct ,  31 f 

This  termination  date,  the  President  declared,  "appears  to  be  too  early." 
Rationing  would  have  expired  at  midnight  tonight  and  price  controls  would  have 
ended  June  30^  . 

-.  ^oth  houses  also  sent  ,  to  the  V*ite  House  and  ^''^r .  Truman,  approved  a  measure 
retaining  until  June  30  the  powers  of  priority  and  allocation  control  given  in 
the  Second  i.'ar  Potrers  Act  over  a  limited  list  of  items. 

These  included  tiny  antimony cinchona  bark,  streptomycin,  cordage  fibers, 
railroad  transportation.^  tractor  exports  and  whatever  other  commodities  may  be 
classified  by  the  Secretaries  of  State  and  Commerce  as  essential  to  international 
committments. 


10  rOWDS  OF  SUG/.R  FOR  STAIfP  11  TODAY-Sugar  stocks  in  most  of  the  retail 
grocery  stores  have  been  built  ut.  to  the  full  allowable  inventory,  it  was 
Reported- yesterday  by  the  trade,  in  readiness  for  the  validation  today  of 
-pare  Stamp  ll-the  first  ration  stam.p  good  for  ten  pounds  of  sugar, 

^^""^  ^^^''P  ^''^  ^  ^^^l^^e  of  five  Dounds,  expired  last 

Tttl's  housewives  such  as  marked  the  expiration  of  earlie 


■PREDICTS  SCARriTY  OF  POULTRY,  HOGS:  BERGER  SEES  PROSPECT  '  BY  FALL  DUE  To' HIGH 
FEED  PRICES  ON  U,S,  BUYING  SPEED^UP-C  hie  a  go-High  feed  coats.,  charged  to  "excessive 
speed    of  Government  grain  buying,  is  curtaining  poultry  and  hog  replacements  to 
such  a  aegree  that  a  scarcity  of  fowl  and  pork  may  result  next  fall,  'alter  C. 
Berger,  president  of  the  American  Feed  Manufacturers  Association,  mrned  today, 
^v,    /f'^^sent  conditions  indicate  a  definite  shortage  of  poultry  meat  and  pork  for 
the  table  this  fall,"  Mr,  Berger  said.    He  explained  that  as  a  result  of  high  feed 
costs  the  replacement  of  poultry  and  hogs  today  is  not  sufficient  to  produce  enough 
of  these  meats  for  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

High  costs  are  not  due  to  a  shortage  of  grain,  he  stated,  but  to  the 
Government  s  allocation  and  procurement  programs, 


(Turn  to  page  2  of  the  Digest  for  other 
items  from  today's  N.  Y.  Times.) 
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From  NeYj-  York  Times,  April  1  - 

YiTOOL  PROBLH'i  PUT  UP  TO  :.HLTE  HOUbi/-\jashin^ ton-Carl  n.  lalken,  economic  analyst 
told  the  Senate  'Agriculture  Commj.ttee  today  that  the  -f  resident  "already  has  authori- 
ty to  solve  the  tooI  problem"  by  increasing  the  tariff, 

Mr.  Wilken,  representing  the  Rav  i'laterials  National  Council,  Sioux  Citj^, 
Iowa,  contended  in  his  statement  that  the  vool  situation  "is  just  an  example  of  the 
futility  of  trying  to  maintain  parity  prices  for  the  -'Imerican  farmer  rlthout 
a  tariff  or  import  fee  at  the  same  level," 

Senator  Robertson,  Republican,  of  Wyoming,  testified  in  behalf  of  his  bill 
for  continued  price  support  of  TitooI  ty  Commodity  Credit  Corporation, 


From  7iall  Street  Journal,  April  1- 

DOLLARS  DELUGE  F/J^MERS  AS  INFLATION  IINDS  KEEP  BLOVING-Up  more  than  a  third  in 
12  months,  farm  products  prices  novi  sail  200^  above  the  August,  1939  level.  Farm 
staples  vrorth  $1  than  now  bring  ^p3. 

"Parity"  is  left  far  belovj,  "Parity"prices  theoretically  give  farmers  the 
buying  power  they  had  in  1909-14-.  They  supposedly  constitute  a  "fair  return.," 
But  today  farm  product  prices  average  22^  above  parity. 

Some  big  crops  have  climbed  away  from  the  "fair  return"  level  far  more  than  the 
average  indicates.    Soybeans  novf  bring  167^  of  parity.    Hogs  bring  159% »  Beef 
cattle  sell  at  1/^9%,    Others-    TJheat,  121^.    Cotton,  112^|  Milk,  121^. 


"v'ILD  JLIRKETS  in  grain  futures  have  swamped  the  big  grain  houses  v/ith  vrork. 
Futures  contracts  on  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  in  iwarcn  top^.ed  1.1, billion  bushels. 
That's  nearly  three  times  the  volume  of  March  last  year. 


COSTLY  FEED  THREjITENS  HIGHER  PRICES  ON  MLY ,  BUTTER,  EGGS  A^T  POULTRY -Bran 
is  a  basic  feed.    Ifs  flour  milling  byproduct.    A  mere  month  ago  it  sold  for 
$1,470  a  carload.    Yesterday  it  brought  f>2,OP5.    Feed  vheat  selling  for  f,^,260 
a  carload  a  month  ago  now  bring  ^6040. 

"Brewers  grain"  (residue  left  after  beer  making)  that  dairjTnen-*  got  for  f^44 
a  ton  last  month  now  costs  them  $64  in  Eastern  States. 

Soybean  meal,  a  high  protein  feed  used  by  poultry  growers,  sold  in  the  l^'^idwest 
at  $55  a  ton  last  month.    And  it  novr  brings  $74. 


SUGAR  SHORTAGE  may  pinch  consumers  before  the  Oct.  31  decontrol  date,  government 
officials  believe.    They  fear  that,  as  Oct,  31  approaches,  sugar  may  be  hoarded 
for  sale  at  hoped  for  higher  prices  in  the  free  market.    The  free  sugar  date  was 
picked  politically.    It  favors  Lo\iisiana  cane  growers  and  U.S.  Sugar  beet  producers. 
Their  crops  will  just  be  starting  to  market,  and  the  heavy  canning  season  will  be  at 
hand.    But  the  new  Cuban  crop's  movement  to  market  will  be  at  least  three  months 
away. 
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rrcm  St,  Paul  (Minn.)  Pioneer  Press,  Mar.  20  - 

ITW  POESIOH  POLIGIT  GAMSB.-^rAHI^irro  AID;  ¥IDIillTS  TSAIE  .OU'TLOOE,   TOLLSY  ll^LLS 
CO-OP,  -  This  natioh' s'-- farmers' Wednesday  night-were  given  their  first  authentic 
work  of  what  is  in  store  for  then  in  the . new  era  of  American  leadership  of  world 
aff&,irs,  and  learned  that- ih' that  era  they- should  "be  alDle  to  live  better  than  "be- 
fore. '  ■■       ^  - 

The  "bearer  of  the'  word  Was  Howard  R,  Tolley,  economist  of  the  food  and 
agriculture  organization  of  the  United  i'ations-,  on  the  occasion  of  presentation 
to  him  in  St,  Paul'  of  'the  ilatiohai  Farmers  Union  award  to  the  American  giving  the 
most  distinguished  service  to  agriculture  in  1S46, 

"If  the  United  States  moves  courageously  to  take  its  full  part  in  the  ex~ 
panding  economy  of  a  peaceful  warld,  "  To! ley  declared  in  accepting,  the  award, 
"farmers  can  live  "better," 

And  withou-t  making'any  direct  reference  to  this ^  country' s  "bid  for  "broader 
world  leadership  :"by  its  recent  departures  in  G-reece  and  Turkey,  Tolley  malce  plain 
his  conviction  that  the  die  is  cast  and  that  ,this  country  now  is  em'barked  defi- 
nitely on  a  course  of  world  leadership  which- will  favora"bly  affect  U,  5,  Agri- 
culture and  industry. 

Prom  Hew  Orleans  (La,)  Times-Picayane,  i-iar,  23,  - 

U?uC-SS  POTATO  PLOUR  FOU  BSEAD  AlID  CAES  -  Washington  -  The  spud  sandwich  will 
"become  staple  fare  in  the  American  lunch  "box  if  Representative  Paul  Shafer, 
Eepublican,  has  his  way« 

The  congressman  from  potato— growing  Michigan  told  his  colleagues  that  the 
department  of  agriculture,  at  his  suggestion,  will  try  to  "sell  the  "baking 
industry  on  the  advantages  of  using  m.ore  culturized  potato  flour  in  "bread  and 
cake. 

The  housewife  should  rejoice  at  this  news,   says  Shafer, 

"Tlie  addition  of  potato  flour  to  regular  wheat  flour  will  add  vitamins  to 
"bread,    Bread  will  keep  much  longer.    Experiments  in  using  three  and  four  per 
cent  culturized  potato  flour  in  "baking  cakes  have  "been  made  with  excellent  re^ 
suits," 

Prom  Pue"blo  (Colo,)   Chieftain,  Mar.  22  -  ' 

PIGHT  IS  0P2HED  Oil  GRAZIIIG  DEAL  -  Mem"bers  of  the  Pueblo  Game  and  Pish  asso- 
ciation are  "b-eing  urged  to  oppose  a  -proposed  "bill  to  allov/  users  of  grazing-  lands 
in  the  na.tional  forests  and  on  pu'blic  domain  to  purchase  those  lands  at  nominal 
cost,   it  was  learned  Priday, 

Joseph  H,  Botlcman,   speaker  at  a  meeting  of  the  group  last  Wednesday  night, 
warned  that  enactment  of  the  bill  would  mean  the  end  not  only  of  all  public 
grazing  lands,  but  of  the  timber  resources  of  the  national  forests  as  well,  since 
the  pattern  would  have  been  set  for  other  private  interests  to  take  over  ovmer- 
ship  of  public  lands  on  the  basis  of  former  use. 

If  stockmen  can  claim  the  lands  because  of  having  used  them  under  timbering 
permits.      The  result  would  be  the  loss  of  the.  national  forest  system,  the  one 
agency  that  is  actively  engaged  in  assuring  a  continued  yield  cf  the  forests. 
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7rom  Great  Falls  (Mont.)   Tribune,  Mar,  19 

SHOSiAC-E  0?  LABOR  11^^111  CAT3D  LGSPI'SD  POEEIGIT  T-70?5-3RS  _ -Helena  -  Montana 
sugar  'boet  grov/crs  and  processors  today  prepared  to  launch  the  1947  season  on  an 
e3cpanded  scale  despite  lack .  of  assurance  that  there  will  "be  a  sufficient  labor 
supply  to  thin  and  harvest  the  erop» 

Last  year  Montana  produced  about  77,000  acres  to  the  harvest  stage.  Almost 
2,400  acres  remained  in  the  ground,  not  so  much  because  of  lack  of  labor  in 
numbers  but  because  labor  was  not  available  when  weather  permitted  operations. 
Today's  conference  revealed  tentative' plans  to  plant  96,000  acres  in  1947,  This 
compares  v/ith  the  department  of  agriculture's  rcnuest  for  88,000  acres» 

From  Louisville  (Ky.)  Courier- Journal,  I%r,  22  - 

■in^QATiTE  ACTIOIT  WOH'T  SOLVE  BimLEY'S  PROBLSI^I  -  Editorial  -  Kentuckians 
will  hear  calmly  the  nev/s  that  they  have  been  allotted  48,000  fev/er  acres  to 
grov/  burley  tobacco  this  year.    Acreage  reduction  has  been  favored  generally 
•by  growers,  as  one  of  the  short-range  solutions  of  their  problems.    Many  ha,ve 
urged  an  even  greater  reduction  than  the  14  per  cent  announced  yesterday  by  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,    At  that,   the  restricticn  to  smaller 
acreage  has  long  ceased  to  worry  the  experienced  grower.     He  has  learned  to  in- 
crease his  yield,  and  he  wonders  at  times  \\rhGthor  -qu.otas  should  be  based  on 
acres  or  on  pounds^ 

In  a  modern  worl.d  he  finds  that  acreage  reduction  merely  touches  the 
.fringes  of  his  problem.    Many  other  things  v/ill  have  to  be  done.    He  is  rapidly 
losing  his  nationalistic  viewpoint,  and  he  feels  that  his  case  shoul-'.  be 
pleaded  with  more  vigor,  and  made  the  subject  of  more  agreements,   in  other 
countries  of  the  world.    Ifcat  is  to  be  done,   for  example,  about  the  fresh 
report  tliat  Brazil  increased  its  tobacco  crop  greatly  last  year,  to  240,000,000 
pounds?    And  this  has  gone  less  into  the  old  ci-^ar  leaf,  more  into  air-cured  and 
flue— cTored  leaf? 

Erom  Sacramento  (Calif.)  Bee,  Mar.  21  -  ' 

HO  GETS  THE  $3  -  Editorial  -  Three  dollar  wheat  on  the  Chicago  Board  of 
Trade  for  the  second  time  in  99  years  comes  at  the  season  of  the  year  v;hen 
farmers'   stocks  of  grain  are  at  their  lowest  ebb. 

Obviously  the  farmers  are  not  the  ones  receiving  the  proceeds  from  this 
near  record  price,  but  the  speculators  who  would  not  know  the  difference  be- 
tween a  idIow  and  a  magic  lantern. 

Efforts  on  the  part  of  the  board  of  trade  to  curb  speculative  buying  by 
doubling  its  margin  reo_uirements  is  only  a  partial  remedy  and  at  the  best  is 
locking  the  barn  door  after  the  horse  has  been  stolen. 

Meanwhile,   in  Uew  York,  bread  flour  jumped  as  much  as  25  cents  per  100 
pounds  and  pastry  flour  85  cents  —  increases  vrhich  will  be  reflected  unti  ately 
in  the  prices  of  broad  and  cakes. 

Strong  action  by  governiiient  is  needed  to  prohibit  speculation  in  such  vital 
commodities  as  food.    And  until  these  parasites  are  elimin-^ted,  neither  the 
producer  nor  the  cons-omcr  is  going  to  get  a  sq_ua.re  shake. 
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DEPARTB'IEMT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Office  of  Information 
Washington  25,  D.C. 


(The  newspapers  arp  magazines  froraSviiich /these  agricultural  iteras  are  taken 
are  on  file  in  Press  aarvo^s^. Room  414a.    Phlne  uene  harrison  at  603I) 

Prom  New  York  Times,  Aprir''"T''=~-*~<-~«=,-.=„ 

'HUNGER  STRATEGY' SEEN  BY  YUGOSDW-Bel.j^ade-Charges  that  the  United  States  was 
.employing  a  "strategy  of  hunger"  to  take  advantac^e  of  v/artorn  countries  that  lack 
food  and  thus  subordinate  them  to  the  American  "monopolistic  group"T^ere  played 
up  in  the  Belgrade  press  today. 

Reporting  a  speech  in  the  Yugoslav  Parliament  15y  Foreign  Trade  Minister 
Nikola  Petrovitch,  newspapers  linked  the  rejection  of  Yugoslav  emergency  food 
requests  to  the  United  States  vdth  President  Truman's  Greek    aid  policy. 


BIRTHRATE  BOQt.i  IS  SHOY.W  FOR  U.S»-Lake  Success-The  United  State  birth  rate  is 
undergoing  the  biggest  boom  in  its  history,  according  to  figures  contained  in  the 
March  issue  of  the  United  Nations  Monthly  Bulletin  of  Statistics,  to  be  published 
tom.orrow. 

After  decreasing  steadily  from  1915  to  a  low  point  in  1933 ^  "the  rate  in  the 
united  States  rose  from  17.1  births  per  thousand  inhabitants  in  1937  to  an 
annual  rate  of  28.8  in  November,  1946,    A  high  official  of  the  United  Nations 
statistical  office  described  this  increase. as  unprecedented  in  the  United  States, 

Fifteen  of  the  twenty  countries  included  in  the  tables  show  a  sharp  increase 
in  the  birth  rate. 


COTTON  PRICES  UP  BY  15-45  POlNTb-Gotton  futures  on  the  i^ew  York  Cotton  Excham 
recovered  yesterday  all  the "early  losses  ana  closed  at  aoout  the  best  levels  of  tx 

'^§:7i  1^1^0,45  ppiats  net  higher.    The  far  months  shovjed  relatively  greater 
st!renfith  than  old  cron  months.  ^ 


CARLOADINGS  INCREASE- Freight  carloadings  of  the  thirty  two  principal  commoditi 
Yd.ll  be  8,149,699  cars  in  the  second  quarter  of  this'year,  compared  rdth  actual 
loadings  of  6,118,419  cars  in  the  similar  period  of  IQ46,  a  gain  of  33.2  percent 
according  to  estimates  compiled  by  the  thirteen  Shippers  Advisory  Boards.  The 
greatest  gains  are  expected  in  the  Ohio  Valley  and  the  Allegheny  regions. 


From  Vail  Street  Journal,  April  2  - 

PLAN  mLD  MARKETING-London-Formation  of  a  v/orkable  vrorldwide  system  of 
marketing  vrool  was .undertaken  ty  delegates ■ representing  24  nations,  including  all 
principal  wool  consuming  states  except  Russia  and  China. 

R.  Fc  Bretherton,  head  of  the  United  Kingdom  delegation,  was  elected 
chairman,  J.  S.  Murphy  of  Australia  and  M.  Walravens  of  Belgium  were  named  vice 
chairmen.  ,  . 
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Prom  Wall  Street  Journal,  April  2  - 

SENATE  GROUP  APPROVES  JiLL  E:/iEi,DIKuPiaCE  SUPrORT  Oi.  U.S.  ijOOi.-washington- 
The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  approved,  seven  to  one,  a  uill  e:/. Lending  a 
Government  price  support  prograi:i  on  vool  througn  194c'. 

The  Agriculture  Department's  present  vrool  purchasing  prograra  ulll  end  April 
15.  . 

The  committee  approved  ydth  amendments  a  bill  b;/  Senator  Robertson  (R,  V.yo.)* 
It  directs  the  Commodity  Credit  Corp.  through  loans  and  purchases  to  support  a 
price  for  U.S.  production  in  1947  and  IQ^f^  at  '^C'  of  the  comparable  price  in 
•January  of  the  year  it  is  produced,  or  at  the  CCC's  1946  supr^ort  price,  vhi.chever 
is  higher. 


GRAIN  IvlARKETS  were  strong  yesterday.    Heavy  buying  came  into  all  pits  following 
announcement  of  renewed  interest  in  corn  and  flour  for  export.    Reports  were  current 
that  Great  Britain   vras  in  the  market  for  live  cargoes  of  United  States  corn  for 
shipment  during  April  and  May,    Jn  addition  it  was  reported  that  the  Government  yes- 
terday was  scheduled  to  buy  up  to  a  million  sacks  of  flour.    The  Production  and 
Marketing  Administration  was  said  to  have  purchased  up  to  600,000  sacks  of  flour. 
At  the  time  this  nevfs  was  published,  wheat  futures  were  dovm  almost  4  cents  a 
bushel.    The  buying  i-iave  v;h:i.ch  came  into  the  list  in  late  trading  swept  wheat 
prices  up  more  than  7  cents  a  bushel,  from  the  early  lows. 


NERVOUS  FOOD  LIEN- Food  men,  fearful  of  lower  prices,  are  slashing  their 
inventories , 

Right  up  the  line,  from  retailer,  to  wholesaler,  to  processor,  stocks  are  being 
pared  as  quickly  as  possible, 

A  leading  wholesaler,  for  example,  is  cutting,  reorders  in  an  ellort  to  reduce 
inventories  50%  from  the  December,  194b,  level,    already,  he's  lopped  olf  about 
25%. 

The  T/orld's  largest  package  food  concern,  General  i^oods  Corp.  is  not  buying 
any  rav/  materials  except  those  need§d  to  keep  its  production  lines  moving,  says 
Clarence  Francis,  chairman. 

An  Eastern  grocery  chain  has  whacked  10"^  off  its  inventories  sinre  last 
December  and  will  continue  buying, fewer  foods  than  it  sells  "until  stocks  reach  a 
satisfactory  level," 

"Cutting  inventories  is  the  only  prudent  thing  to  do  under  present  conditions," 
explains  an  executive  of  a  leading  manufacturing  firm. 


From  N/'.  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  2  - 

COTTON  PL/iNTING  INTENTIONS  AT  20,617,000  ACRES  ON  APRIL  l-Fhrmers  in  the  .belt 
mil  plant  20", 617,000  acres  in  cotton  this  spring,,  an  increase  of  13.4  percent 
over  1946  final  acreage j  according  to  intentions  reported  to  The  Journal  of 
Commerce  as  of  April'  1  m  a  survey  of  all  Cotton  States,    This  conipa,red  vdth  8,5 

percent  increase  indicated  in  the  ^^arcli  1  survey.. 
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From  New  York  Times,  April  3  - 

MOSQUITO  CONTROL  CALLED  ^^RLD  BOON-Atlantic  City-International  cooperation 
m  the  control  of  mosquitos  and  other  dangerous  or  bothersome  insects,  a  movement 
spurred  by  the  ivar,  ms  described  today  as  a  boon  to  international  understanding 
as  Vv-ell  as  health. 

Dr.  F.  C.  Bishop  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  ^arantine  at 
l^shington,  who  spoke  at  the  opening  of  the  thirty  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the 
New  -Jersey  Mosquito  Extermination  Association,  said: 

"Much  new  and  valuable  information  on  the  mosquitos  of  the  world— their 
Identity  and  their  habits,  their  potentialities  for  disease  transmission  and  how 
to  combat  them — has  appeared  in  all  q^rters  of  the  globe." 


FERl^I  PRICES  FOR  EDOD  SEEI^  HLL  LATE  IN  U7-Washington-Consumers  can  expect 
food  prices  to  hold  near  present  levels  during  the  next  few  months,  largely  bscaus- 
of  their  ov^Ti  lusty  demands,  the  Agriculture  Department  said  today. 

_      Prices  also  mil  continue  to  get  some  support,  the  agency  said,  from  export 
buying  and  market  speculation  in  some  commodities,  particularly  grains. 

With  industrial  production  at  a  peacetime  record  level,  consumers  as  a 
group  have  sufficient  buying  power,  officials  said,  to  purchase  quality  food  at 
rates  considerably  above  prewar  levels. 

Nevertheless,  the  department  expects  food  prices  to  decline  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,    -^t  has  said  farm  prices  may  drop  as  much  as  20  oercent 
11  Its  forecast  of  a  business  recession  late  this  year  is  borne  out. 
March  aS^hp^^''^f /^^"^  possible  that  vmeat,  which  advanced  sharoly  during 

MaJch  peak!       "^^"^^^^^  "^^^  S°       ^^^^^  ^^^ore  the  new  harvest  but  not  to\he 

v.'^^v,^^^'^  ""^^"^         livestock  prices  in  general  are  likely  to  continue  hi^h 

hP^f^  .  1  '^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^-i^^'^  ^^^li^*^^  for  better  qiaUty 

•beef  and  lamb  a  possibility.  qualify 

eggs  arf  eLectf  t^.on?^''"^'         ^^"^^^  ^°  ^^'"^^  ^^"^^-^       J^e,  while 

eggs  ,^^5  fP^^^^J°  continue  near  present  levels  during  the  next  few  months. 

orices  If  fnrS  ^^  forecast  a  downturn  in  the  present  exceptionally  high 
prices  of  food  fats  and  oils  by  late  summer.  p  .y  "ign 

were  fore^for^S^  S?ng.'°''°"  ^^^^^^^^  ^-^^  P-ees 

persons  a^I^lanS^tlont  ^oL  S^dtt  ^Sture^M^f^^-ISe 
National  Fam  sltlw  \Zk%iT^/  ?  l  everywhere  to  set  aside  a  specific  time  dm-ir 
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Flrom  Ne^T  York  Times,  April  3  - 

TUNG  OIL  YEILD  SOARS  IN  GULF  COAST  /JiEAS-Tung  oil,  or  China  v/ood  oil, 
unsurpassed  as  a  fast  drying  and  v-rater  proofing  ingredient  for  paints,  is  streaming.''' 
in  new  record  volume  from  pressing  mills  near  iung  groves  in  the  Gulf  Coast  States.  ( 

The  domestic  harvest,  le'ss  than  one  ton  in  1924,  climbed  to  6,200  tons 
in  1943  and  47,300  tons  in  1946,  of  which  about  7,000  tons  of  oil  could  be 
extracted.    That  is  about  one  tenth  oi  imports  'from  China  in  some  prev/ar  years, 
and  an  estimated  one  thirtieth  of  the  amount  the  American  paint  industr;y'  could 
use  in  1947, 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  3  -  ' 

LUIilBER  OUTPUT  SEM  REVIVING  OLD  STAND/iRDS-The  first  signs  of  stabilization 
of  the  luinber  markets  are  nov:  visible  in  the  main  Southern  and  Western  producing 
areas,  ^^ving  promise  of  at  least  a  partial  realignment  of  grading  policies  to 
prevfar  competitive  standards  this  year. 

Reflecting  a  sharpening  of  competition  among  lumber  producers .  the 
dominant  manifestation  of  this  trend  tovjard  prewar  standards  is  revealed  in  a 
greater  v/illingness  among  sellers  to  "do  a  little  more  to  please  the  customer," 

It  has  meant,  so  far,  that  buyers  in  many  cases  can  secure  the  exact  sizes 
and  dimensions  of  lumber  they  need  instead  of  being  forced  to  accept  "random 
lots,"  and 'that  buyers,  in  a  smaller  number  of  cases,  can  p-urchase  more  uniformly 
graded  supplies. 


¥00L  GROTEiiS  URGE  ADOPTION  OF  LONG  RANGE  lEGISLATION-Unless  some  high 
Government  official  interceded  quickly,  the  '^nited  States  vd.ll  be  faced  mth 
a  dying  wool  growing  industry  at  a  time  of  increasing  international  uncertainty 
trade  sources  declared  yesterday. 

The  amended  Robertson  wool  b.^11  which  has  been  sent  by  the  Senate 
AgricifLtural  Committee  to  the  Senate,  in  effect,  raises  the  support  price  to  wool 
growers  by  2<p  a  grease  pound  but  takes  no  action  to  secure  for  the  wool  growing 
industry  a  permanent  long  range  prograi:i  which  it  is  believed,  alone  can  offer 
sufficient  inducement  to  sheep  raisers  to  begin  increasing  the  number  of  livestock. 

There    is  a  possibility  wool  sources  stated,  that  some  sort  of  quota 
legislation  will  be  passed  which  vrould  grant  the  grov/er  aditi.onal  protection 
from  foreign  imports,  sanething  which  compares  to  the  British  Joint-Organizrtion 
program. 


From  Wall  Street  Journal,  April  3  - 

WORRIED  WOOL  MEN-Boston-The  spectre  of  Government  wool  monopoly'-  is  sending 
shudders  up  and  dowTi  Siammer  Street, 

(The  Wall  Street  Journal  begins  a  long  front  page  article  on  the  situation 
of  the  Boston  fleece  dealers  in  this  vein,)    In  an  editorial  "I'^/hat  Price  Wool?  the 
concluding  paragrai^h  reads:  "If  Congress  were  to  give  iimerican  sheep  ovmers  a  two- 
year  guaranty  of  90  percent  of  parity  it  would  be  doing  for  thom  only  v/hat  it  has 
done  for  the  majority  of  farmers  under  a  sufficiently    dubious  pblicy  of  interfering 
vath  a  normal  economy.    How  it  can  fairly  be  asked  to  do  far  more  for  the  v/ool- 
raising  industry  at  the  taxpayer's  expense  passes  our  comprehension," 
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From  Lexington  Herald  Leader,  Mar,  ?0  - 

COTTOIT'S  COinjEACI'Z  -  A  poll  of  planters  conducted.  137  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  reveals  that  99  per  cent  of  those  questioned  "believe  that  cotton 
growing  nay  "boom  again. 

Last  Year's  crop  was  picked  from  17,6  million  acres  compared  with  24  million 
acres  in  prewar  years. 

Of  the  farmers  questioned  in  the  poll  68  per  cent  expressed  the  view  the.t 
the  la'bor  shortage  was  mainly  responsi"ble  for  the  smaller  acreage  planted  to 
cotton  during  the  last  few  years. 

Twenty- three  per  cent  credited  the  shift  to  other  crops,  'but  most  6f  them 
"believed  that  l^ig  cotton  crops  are  on  the  v/ay  "back. 

Even  the  young  farmers  can  recall  the  huge  surpluses  of  cotton  "built  up  on 
the  prewar  24-mill ion— acre  plantings  and  the  difficulties  the  producers  and  the 
government  met  v/ith  in  disposing  of  them, 

A  comhina.tion  of  war-created  demand  and  smaller  crops  finally  cleaned 
up  those  surpluses, 

Perh?.ps  the  farmers  had  "better  think  tv/ice  or  three  times  "before  going  "oack 
to  those  huge  cotton  crops  which  produc^Jd  more  lint  t'nan  the  market  could  a"bsor"b, 

The  rapid  industrialisation  of  the  South  is  creating  a  growing  dempjid  for 
food  crops  and  livestock  which  may  prove  to  "be  more  profita"ble  than  surplus 
cotton  production, 

From  Cincinnati  Times— Star,  Apr,  19  - 

$3.  l/rlHAT  -  Barely  in  the  99-year  history  of  futures  trading  on  the  Chicago 
Board  of  Trade  has  the  price  of  v/haat  roached  $3,    Highest  was  in  1917,  when 
the  top  price  was  $3.25,    Tuesday  the  price  of  March  v;heat  hriefly  topped  ^3, 
after  having  risen  80  cents  a  t^ushel  since  February  1,    The  rise,  also  re- 
flected in  retail  wheat  prices,  comes  home  to  the  housev/ife  in  the  one-cent  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  a  loaf  of  "bread. 

Immediate  reason  for  the  swift  rise  in  wheat  futures  was  the  corner  in  v/hich 
the  short— contract  "brokers  v/ere  "being  caught.    But  the  rise  in  the  price  of  cash 
wheat  is  not  due  to  a  rigged  market,  "but  to  the  terrific  increase  in  foreign^ 
demand.    Last  August  the  United  States  set  an  o"bjGctive  of  267,000,000  "bushels 
for  e>:port  "by  July,  1947,     That  goal  was  later  raised  to  350,000,000  "bushels. 
This  country  has  to  make  good,  as  far  as  it  can,  the  war-created  shortages  in 
many  lands  a"broad, 

We  used  to  "bo  the  third  largest  wheat  producer,  ranking  "behind  Russia  and 
China,    After  £he  la-tc  war  had  done  \jith.  Russia  we  led  the  procession,  I'/c 

must  now  ca.rry  a  gigantic  "burden,  which  the  "box-car  shortage  has  worsened,  ^he 
pro"blom  v/ould  "be  far  worse,  and  more  Europeans  and  Asiatics  would  "be  starving 
today,  ^i^ere  it  not  for  the  fact  that  our  last  year' s  crop  was  an  all-time  high 
and  this  year' s  crop  promises  to  "be  even  greater. 

Farmers  v/ith  long  memories  are  thinking  "back  to  the  bust  that  follov/cd  the 
World  War  I  "boom.    During  May,  1920,   the  Kansas  City  cash  price  averaged  32,93 
a  "bushel.    Five  months  later  it  had  dropped  50  cents  and  12  months  later  to 
$1,33.     In  Dcccmher,  1932,   the  average  was  42  cents  a  bushel,  which  meant  around 
30  cents  at  the  farm, 

ho  such  "bust  is  expected  now  or  in  the  near  future^  if  ever.     The  demand  for 
wheat  is  "bound  to  continue  high  for  some  time  to  come,    Bi-'t  the  increase  in  v/heat 
prices  is  a  vivid  testimonial  to  the  jol:'  which  the  United  States  is  now  doing  to 
help  feed  the  v/orldo 
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Prom  Atlanta  (Ga,)  Constitution,  Mar.  31  ~ 

^V3r  CAiT'T  SSAilD  THIS  LOSS  -  For- 200  years  now  America's  nat-oral  resources 
ha^zc  made  ouis  the  richest  land  in  the  world,  They  have  cnaolcd  our  people  to 
"build  the  highest  standard  of  living  known  in  history*     In  two  world  wars  it  v/as 
America  that  supplied  the  materials  for  victor;'  over  the  agressors.     So  ahundant 
were  our  natural  resources  that  our  pcoplc,thiiikingthcy  were  incxhaustihlcj  used 
them  wastefully. 

The  da.y  of  reckoning  is  arriving.    One  has  only  to  drive  down  any  highway 
in  Georgia  to  see  the  results  of  this  waste  and  extravagance,    l^ile  fa,rmers 
plow  unconcernedly  in  ncarhy  fields,  forest  fires  are  eating  up  thousands  of 
dollars  v;orth  of  timher  -—  timber  th.^t  is  sorely  needed  now  for  new  hones.  And 
those  fires  are  killing  millions  of  young  trees  which  would  have  gone  into  the 
homes  of  our  children  and  grandchildren,    Svery^.'/here  the  results  of  this  neglect 
are  visihlc*    Even  whore  fires  have  not  consumed  the  trees  they  lie  hrovm  and 
crisp  —  dead  from  hcp.t  of  the  flames  underneath  when  they  should  ho  green  and 
growing  for  our  future  needs. 

The  State  Forestry  Department  ostima.ted  that  in  the  four  months  ending 
1'fe.rch  1,  forest  fires  destroyed  timher  worih  34,000,000,    Hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dolla.rs  more  have  been  lost  since  the  report  v/as  issued,    Sightj^five  percent 
of  the  losses  v;ere  preventable  and  40  percent  were  caused  "by  deliberate  burning 
of  the  woods. 

The  time  was  when  the  loss  of  $4,000,000  worth  of  timber  was  no  cause  for 
alarm,  for  there  were  hundreds  of  millions  v/orth  more,     'J^oday  the  story  is 
different,    V/c  arc  using  timber  faster  than  it  is  being  grown  and  the  prospects 
for  our  lumber  supply  in  the  future  are  grov/ing  dim,    Evcrytime  a  landov/ner  puts 
a  match  to  the  woods  he  is  depriving  some  member  of  the  coming  generation  of  a 
home,    -^nd.  he  is  ]perhaps  depriving  the  country  of  a  vital  material  which  would 
enable  it  td  survive -in  a  future  war, 

From  Watertovm  (r,Y,)  Daily  Times,  i-fe.r,  31  - 

SYHUP  CHOP  IS  STILL  DOl'.;:TFUL  -  Tlie  maple  s.yrup  crop  of  northern  New  York 
will  either  establish  a  new  record  or  will  wind  up  a  complete  lure  this  spring, 
depending  on  the  type  of  weather  to  be  experienced  here  within  the  next  three 
doys,  according  to  Levi  L,  Hunt  of  the  Gouverneur  Maple,  Syrup  Producers  Coopera- 
tive,    The  producers  need  warm  weather  badly,  accompanied  with  a  bountiful 
humidity.    The  nximber  of  trees  tapped  is  about  equal  to  that  of  last  year. 
Prices  have  sl:yrocketed  to  as  high  as  $3  per  gallon.    Labor  and  fuel  are  scarce. 

From  llcw  Orleans  Times-Picayune  —  Mar,  31  — 

Mini  COOP  BLAI-ISS  STRIi::r.S  -  ::he  Dairy  Farmers'  Cooperative  Association 
of  Kcntwood  repudiated  the  milk  strike  of  union  dairjTucn  and  denounced  their  re- 
sort to  force  an  intimidation.    President  T^,  p.  7ilson  of  the  Cooperative 
Association  saifl.  tliat  xinion' o-ction  in  prccipating  the  strike  h,ad" prevented  a 
schodulodmcoting  of  ifhc  association  with  the  Hew  Orleans  milk  producers 
scheduled  last  T-ueaday,  
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.    ^ror  April  4,  194-7)  f  ^- ■  ^  -  .  .-.D  i^jnice  of  inlomation 

.         ;■  7  l^ashington  25,  D.C. 


taVPn  .J^^^  newspapers  aifci' A^l^^t^^vrroiflM^m^chUhes    agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  on  f He- m  Press-  Service,  .Room  ai,X.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I) 

From  N.Y,  Journal  of  Commerce,.  April  4.  - 

markets  '-"^  WitKETS-London-There  is  too  mdeh  ,vool  for  slutted 

-L  obuuj/  group  aeciaed  at  the  conclusion  of  a  conference  here  fnd^^^  tv^o 
wool  surplus,  a  statement       the  group  said,  still  presents  a  fomwlwe  p^bl^n 
nn,mrf,    f       June  governments  and  wool  dealers  were  holding  about  5  000  000  0"^' 
bredu^edTo"';  500  00o"o?0^°"''/'*^^*f  ^'^^^  JuSe'these'iio^dings 'w^uld 

—    i^t  coSlTariSSultu^d^^^^^^^ 

attendinr^"^?:'rp'r:foi^^Lr\^ronthf:„rTsf^^^^^^^^^ 

:o^T:?;or°tnt;rr^  ^4*  corp.rsL^^rr^h^n  i^o^^oss- 
UuiturarLdS^^fuiS  d^s  sj^a ^tr^i^ds^:  ^""'^ 

May  support  pScfvSs  favLffb^^'t'""  '""".r'^^^^P*^  «'^59  cases.  Increase  in 
market'LnoSg  wSLsdIy"f  decll^es'r"'  """^  ^'^^ 

exportabie","^f  Jlf  "'^ E^^aRKED         BRTTAn,.-,,„,,„_^,,e,,,^„  ^^^^^ 

to  ease  the  =hSage  resultS/frorix^e  To"^  f  '""^  ^""^  """^hs 

Winter,  Food  M,rr,sL  Jota  St^achey  Lxd  todav"  the  , 

"this  most'wi^'Lf  an1'heJSS%s?ure"°th:  f"—  that  despite 

because  of  the  large  numbefS  ^^^^^/^ '  ' 

Co^ttefS'SfrtT"^S=n°^^^fl1?«^?«^,^i"^^^  House  Agriculture 

range  -Jional  farm  progra^^to  ?SLc'e  r?i^S\™^°"  °^  a  long 

culture  A^e™on  Si    e  [l^e  f'^^s't':;??""""^.*??  P^^-"'  Secretary  of  Agri- 

°=^Thf  °^  ^'^^  '''""-^ 

agricultural  ^ro^"^ 'discus sTo^f^n  mar^  ^e'a'^l"'"*'  '"^^       '""^  comprehensive 

Msed  on"?^e";;L^s^s  tatX^^itSsr^s  i^^^i^^ir'i^'''^ 

can  -commend  long  range  policies  to  be  consfieJSd'^St":'.'''  '""^"^^ 

The  wartme  present  fa™  price  support  progra.  is  due  t^  expire  Dec;  3I 
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Erom  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  4  - 

HOG  mRKET-Chicago  hog  prices  vrere  25c  to  75c  higher  yesterday,  with  a  top 
of  $27  compared  mth  $26,50  the  previous  day.    Salable  receipts  amounted  to 
4,000  head,  v;hile  3,000  v/ent  to  packers  on  direct  consignraent , 


VrriEAT  DELEGATES  HELD  OPTI:' ilSTIC-London^^Trro  members  oi  the  i^merican 
delegation  to  the  International  VTheat  Conference  plan  a  quick  air  trip  to  Tashingtc 
for  further  consultation  vdth  the  United  States  Go\'"ernment  on  the  question  of 
prices-  for  export  wheat,  informed  sources  said  tonight. 

.  The  International  wheat  Conference,  attended  by  delegates  of  4-0 
nations  trying  to  devise  methods  -of  sta  ilizing  world  wheat  prices  and  supplies, 
adjourned  last  night  until  April  I4. 


PACKAGE  DElvIAND  FOR  STJGi\R  IMPROVES-Dcmand  for  refined  sugar  continued  to 
expand  yesterday  as  a  larger  volume  of  ration  evidence  came  into  circulation 
since  the.  new  stamp  No,  11'  was  -validated  for  10  pounds  on  April  1,    The  concentrFt- 
ed  buying  vias  for  package  sugars  .    Thus  far,  the  buying  has  not  exteaded  to 
offshore  supplies , 

Marketwise  there  were  no  nev^  developments.    Trade  interests  vrere  beginning 
to  discuss  possible  extension  01  the  Sugar  Pet  of  1937  which  expires  at  the  year 
end  for  another  year  in  its  present  form.    Also  there  was  some  talk  about  extension 
of  export. controls,  which  expire  on  June  30,  to  cover  shipments  of  refined  to 
European  countries  beyond  that  date,  , 


From  NeviT  York  Herald  Tribune,  April  4  -  .  , 

ACTION  ON  SUGjji  Cj^LLED' i3L0i.  TO  FOOD  CjJ^iMhKS-Termination    of  s-ugar  controls 
by  Congress  as  of  Oct,  3I  and  its  failure  to  provide  suilicient  sugar  for  proper 
processing  of  this  year's  crop  -of  fruits  and  vegetaoles  .i^men  it  voted  such  action 
have  presented  the  nation' s  food  canners  "v;ith'  a  first  rate  financial,  marketing 
and  labeling  dilemma,"  M,  L.  Tbulme,  executive  vice  president  of  the  National  - 
American  T/'.Tiolesale  -Grocers'  Association,  declared  yesterday. 

Despite  the  warnings  and  pleas  against  such  action,  backed  by  the 
unanimous  weight  of  opinion  in  the  food  industry,  '^on'nr'ess  voted  early  end  of 
sugar  controls,  he  said.    In  doing  so,  Hr,  Toulme  charged,  Congress  has  "un- 
necessarily" faced  all  producers,  users,  processors  and  distributors . of  sugar 
"vd-th  grave  speciilative  risks." 

From  T'all  Street  JourncCl,  April  4  -  ,  . 

CONSTRUCTION  COSTS  H^'WE  REACHED  PEAK,  53fo  OF  ' OUI 'TRY ' S  BUILD-ERS  SAY  -Some 
53^  of  the  country's  general  contractors  believe  that  the  peak  in  construction  costs 
has  been  reached,  according  to  a  survey  of  268  builders  made  by  the  F.Vi''.  Dodge 
Corp,  - 

In  some  areas,  particularly  in  New  England,  the  South  Alantic  states  and 
the  eastern  part  of  the  South  Central  states,  opinion  was  preponderant,  at  least 
two  to  one,  that  costs  would  rise  no  higher.    Opinion  v/as  general,  in  the  Pacific 
states  that  the  peak  has  not  yet  been  reached, 
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Eroin  Lt»  Louis  (llo.)  Post-Dispatch,  Apr»  2  — 

EAHGES  AS  A  PESSSUSE  GROUP  ^  Editorial  -  Wheat  growers  complain  that  it 
is  not  they,  "but  the  speculators,  who  "benefit  when  wheat  rises  toward  $3,  This 
is  only  partly  true,,    The  speculators  and  grdin  dealers  get  most  of  the  profit 
in  the- rise  in  the  price  of  last  year's  wh-eat.,  "but  the  movement  also  affects 
the  price  of  the  crop  to  "be  harvested  next  sujnmer^ 

¥e  have  made  the  point  that .  the  pu"blic  v\rhose  taxes  suhsidi^e  agriculture 
and  guarantese  farmers  a,  fair  price  for  crops  in  poor  ,  times  should  "be  protected 
from  runa-way  inflatipn  in  farm  prices..    There  is  no  such  protection  now  and  eveiy 
time  someone-  rises,  in  Congress  to  propose  that  protection ' "be  provided,   the  farm 
lo'b'by  swats,  him  down. 

Judging  from  letters  we  have  received,   some  farmers  recognize  that  this  is 
wrong.     The;/  see  that  it.  is  unfair  and .  they,  see  also  that  high  swings  in  farm 
prices  cause  overly  large  plantings  of  the  high-priced  commodity  and  "bring  a 
dangerous  reaction. 

But  "the  num"ber  who  see  this  is  small.    Until  their  num"ber- increases  and 
they'  "band  together  to  counteract  the  influence  of  the  more  greedy  farmers  who 
call  the  signals,  for  the  farm  lo"b"by,  there  is  no  danger  of  speaking  too  harshly 
of  farmers  as  a  pressure  group,  ' 

That  applies  not  only  to  wheat  an"d  cotton  farmers,  who  have  prevented 
proper  reg\ilation  of  the  futures  market,  "but  also  to  other  groups  such  as  wool 
growers,  who  through  tariffs  and  su"bsidies  reach  into  the  consumers'  pockets 
for  a  "billion  dollars;  a  year, 

Farmers  are  just  .as  unprepossessing  a  pressure  group  as  "any  other  —  and 
far  more  powerful  than  most,  .  Their  greed  can  "be  counteracted  only  hy  the  out- 
cry of  organized  consumers,  and  such  an  outcry  is  overdue,  - 

Prom  Chicago  Daily  Tri"bune,  Apr,  3  - 

PRICES  OP  COEIJ,  VfliEAT  3EEAK  OITE  DAY  LIMIT-  CAUSED  BY  MIFG  EXPORT  DSI-IAITD 
-  'foeat  futures  "broke  10  cents  a  hushcl  and  corn  8  cents  yesterday  on  the 
Chica,go  Board  of  Trade  yesterday  on  selling  attri"buted  to  waning  export  deniand. 

Soiling  was  attri"buted  mainly  to  reports  that  April  and  May  export  commit- 
ments for  wheat  flour  and  corn  "by- the  government  are  nearly  filled  and  to  the 
excellent  outlook  for  the  new  winter  wheat  crop,    AlthO  export  sales  of  720,000 
"bushels  of  corn  were  made  to  England  and  180,000  "bushels  to  Holland  Tuesdaj^  and 
the  govcrnmont  took  365,000  hushels,   the  "business  had  no  effect  on  prices. 

Prom  2Tew  York  Herald  Tri"bune,  Apr»  3'-  ■  '  • 

PABII  PRICES  HOLD;  U,  S.   IS  SATIITG-  'JELL  BUT  AGRICULTURJil  riEP.'\RTiGjT  SEES 
20/0  PRICE  DROP  -  Washington  -  Keen.  American  appetites  for  plenty  of  good  food 
-  and  a  vallingness  to  pay  for  it  —  are  helping  to  hold  fa-^m  prices  at  high 
levels<^ 

The  Agriculture  Department  so  reported  today,  adding  that  this  heavy 
domestic  demand  is  getting  considera"ble  assistance  from  expectations  that 
exports  may  "be  larger  theji  foreseen  and  from  "speculative  "buying"  in  the  grain 
markets. 
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Prom  ITew  I'ork'fferald  Tril^unc,  Apr,  3  _        .  ■ 

SHIP  SHOHTIAGS  OTTS  AF.'.ISITT'IES  I-GAT  AiTD  TVOQLt  PATAGOri^T  PACKING  PLAITTS  PACE 
CLOSI.TG;  HALJ  OP  SIASOiT' S.  Sia.-IIITG  UlISOLP  ~  Rio  Gallcgos,  Argentina. — ^I-'Icai>-pack- 
'  Tng  plants  dotting  Patagonia's  coast  must  curtail  or  cease  operations,  and  half 
of  the  wool  crop  in  this  vast  region  of  southern  Argentina  may  go  \msold  -unless 
shipping  is  provided  immediately,  officials  here  said  today, 

¥ool  huyers  said"  that  only  half  of  Patagonia's  1P46-47  crop  (the  shearing 
season  is  in  Decem'ber,  January  and  PclDruary)  has  "been  purchased,  hecause  ships 
cannot  "be  provided  for  transporting  the  crop  to  v/orld  markets,    A  prominent  firm 
said  the  demand  is  great  for  Patagonian  wool,  hut  clients  in  the  United  States 
and  England  refuse  to  purchase  it  unless  shipment  can  he  guaranteed,  and  this  is 
impcssihle. 

The  Argentine  goverrunent  holds  a  monopoly  on  the  "buying  and  selling  of 
mutton  and  lam'D  and  arranges  shipping,  "but  the  government  has  not  interfered  in 
the  rich  wool  market.     Shippers  receive-  from  $3,50  to  $4,25  a  head  for  lamhs 
and  sheep  delivered  at  the  freezer.    Wool  "brings  22  to  27  cents  a  pound  delivered 
on  the  heach,  ■  ' 

ABI-CY  ¥ILL  TU3iI  TO  IfOOL  COVERT  TO  MUST  IIES-PS;  LACi:  OP  OPCT.S  OP  SJRG:!]  POR 
UlTIPORI-iS  PORCES  STEP;  TO  SEEK  7:1^-2  MILLIOIT  YARPS  -  The  Army  announced  yester- 
day it  was  heing  compelled  to  seek  woolen  ccvort  cloth  for  uniforms  "because  it 
had  heen  unahle  to  ohtain  its  requirements  of  the  traditional  wool  serge  despite 
every  effort,  including  relaxation  of  its  standards  for  uniform  cloth.     The  Army 
Q,U8Xtermaster  Corps  for  months  iias  heen  seeking  to  o"btain  hids  on  10,700,000 
yards  of  18  ounce  uniform  serge,  "but  even  the  -lov/ering  of  standards  failed  to 
hring  in  sufficient,  amounts. 

Prom  Baltimore  Sun,  Apr,  3  -■ 

POOP  IITDUSTRY  CUTS  POI.nT  OIT  IPVEl^TORIES  -  New  York  -  There  is  a  general 
disposition  in  the  food  industry  to  get  inventories  down  "because  of  the  tmccr— 
tainty  of  future  price  levels,   Gordon  C^  Cor'baley,  president  of  the  Institute 
o*f  Pood  Pistri"bution,   said  today. 

Statin:;  that  there  is  no  panicky  atmosphere  in  cutting  down  stocks  "by  re- 
tailers, \';holesalcr s  and  processors,   Corhaley  added  that  the  industry  has  leaned 
toward  getting  inventories  in  "better  shape  since  last  Peccm"ber, 

"There  has  "been  a  feeling  that  some  prices  were  too  high  and  that  over  a 
period  of  time  some  would  come  down,  "  he  said,  ■  "P-espite  the  "bulge  in  cereal  and 
some  other  commodity  prices,   the  average  of  all  retail  food  prices  is  easing 
downward  fractionally  month  "by  month,"' 

In  Uashington,   the  Department  of  Agriculture  said  farm  prices  should  hold 
at  "high  levels  during  the  next  few  months, "  hut  repeated  its  previous  forecast 
they  would  turn  downward  during  the  second  half  of  the  year,  possihly  as  r.iuch  as 
twenty  per  cent.     That  prediction  was  said  to  he  hased  largely  upon  c:rpcctation 
of  a  slight  industrial  recession  later  this  year. 
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FARJVI  NEIYS  DIGEST  ^  "t^^'' U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

/  (For  April  10,  19^7)  ^      \  \    0^^.^^  Information 

'""''^^ V^""    -of^^  -  •     \  T^^ashington  25,  D.G. 

(  he  ne7/spapers  ^\!t^1^n^yTom,-v,m^  X^se  agricultural  items  are  taken' 
are  on  file  in  Press  ^^ce,  ^^6m  a4^.>-* , Ri*dre  Gene  ^arrison  at  60I3.) 


Prom  Ney;  York  Times,  Apra  10  - 


■  Bo^rfn^W^v'?^^-  l^^^#^T-ChioagUrain  markets  closed  strong,  on  the 

ai^-n^nf  K.      I    l^l^'  •  ^'•^<^^=  "^'-'S  about  at  the  top. 

Spring  Y^heat  seeding  is  making  a  slow  start.    A  little  f-iPiH  xto>,v  "i. 


mu^S'^'r    foTt^fN  :  ?2rfc:?^S'fl'  trading  ^oderatel.  .ctive,  the  cotton 

yesterday,  slightirof/Lo^lhe^b::?  '°  ^ 

prog^L'^S^  ™h?S?v*°  If  ''''"*'  P^"^^  gained  strength  as  the  session 

Prom  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  ' April  1*0  - 

PRESIDENT  AIDS  FIRE  PREraTTON-PresidPnt  T^.^.  ^- 
to  the  cause  of  fire  orevention    has  caufd"/  ^^""^         ^^'^  influence 

to  consider  means  for^  check^nrtho  +         !       conference  in  Washington  May  6-g 
bv  firp     1+  ^o^^cnecking  the  tremendous  and  ^ovinF  loss  nf  i%fo  ^  i 

.entionaeti..tie.dirin/thT.S7.e^^^^^^ 

ITORLD  CAN  USE  ALL  OUR  E7P0RT  rOT-nM  t^ott      t.  ' 
bale  of  American  cotton  whiifcL  L^de^^  ""^^^^^  purchase  e.ery 

a  long-run  basis  the  volume  of  this  c^ntrv^s  JStn         ^T''^  ^^^^^  on 

principally  on  price  and  foreign  n^t^So-  "^       °         exports-  is  dependent 
director  of  the'l^ational  Cotton'^Co^cir "o^^  ^^-^  trade 

here  today.  M^.  Dunn  estimated  thHotal  ^ip.f  f '^^^^^^  ^^^"^^^  Association 
frc^  all  countries  outside  the  U  S    lllll.^Z  available  for  export 

He  forecast  consumption  in  the  mfior  ZfiL  l  -  ^f^^  4,750,000  bales, 

percent.  "  ^""^  "^^^^^  ^°tton  buying  nations  would  increase  about  10 
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Erom  Times  Picayuinej  New  Orleans,  April  1  - 

OILSEED  MEETING  AT  BILOX-Members  of  the  Valley  Oilseed  Processor  Association 
vd.th  headquarters  in  l^ifemphis  Tenn.,  were  arrii'ing  here  Sunday  from  Arkansas, 
Missouri;  Tennessee  and  Illinois  for  their  13th  annual  convention,  opening 
Monday,     Featured  speakers  scheduled  were  Joe  Flaig^  Dallas,  Tox,,  T.  H.  Gregory, 
executive  vice  president  of  the  National  Cottonseed  Products  Association,  and  E. 
A».  Gastrock^  head  .of  the  engineering  and  development  division,  oouthern  regional 
research  laboratory,  NeT//-  Orleans  a 

Tppic  of  discussion  among  members,  who  engage;  principally  in  the  crushing 
of  cottonseeds,  soybeans,  other  oilseeds,  was  aoout  aaequate  supplies  of  ravv 
material*  .  . 

The  critj.cal  scarcity  of  fats  and  the  present  excellent  demand  for  high' 
protein  feeds  was-  pointed  to  'why  farmers  c.?n  expand  production  of  oilseed  crops 
in  1947.  "  .: 


Erom  Pioneer  Press,  St,  Paul,  Minn,,  April  4-  -    •   .  '  ■ 

Y'lAR  ON  CATTLE  DISSASE  YEAR  BEHIND  SCHEDULE-Minnesota's  diseased  cattle  cleanup 
program  is  lagging  a  year  behind  schedule  due  to-a  shortage  of  veterinarians  and 
partly  as  a  result,  the  incidence  of  undulant  fever  among  Minnesota  people  is 
rising  steadily,  it  was  revealed  Thursday »  . 

The  facts  from  official  sources  came  out  as  a  nev/  drive  wa.s  launched  for 
enactment  at  this  session  of  legislation  to  establish  a  veterinary    college  in 
Minnesota  so  that  the  shortage  of  veterinarians,  now  holding  up  public  health 
and  disease  eradication  vrork  can  be  broken,  . 

Minnesota  farm  families  and  packing  house  workers  coming  directly  in  contact  ■ 
with  dairy  herds  or  handling  meat  from  butchered  animals  are  the  most  frequent 
victims  of  undulant  fever,  or  Bang's  disease,  of  ?j-hich  2,933  cases  have  been 
diagnos  ..d  thus  far  am.ong  humans  in  Minnesota,  figures  from  the  state  Department 
of  Health  disclosed. 


From  Topeka  Capital,  April  2  -    '  '    .     '  ^  • 

KANSAS  FARJIS  GEO'.'  MORE  CERTIFIED  SEED-ivianiiattan-^br  every. Kansas  farmer 
producing  certified  seed  a  decade  ago,  10  are  producing  it  today,  according 
to  L*  L,  Gompton,  secretary  of  the  Kansas  Crop  Improvement  Associction  at  Kansas 
State  Collegq^    Still  the  demand  exceeds  the  supply. 

■  More  than  2,800  farmers  in  every  Kansas  county  in  loz,6  produced  91,594  acres  of 
certified  seed.    In  1936,  230  farmers  produced  10,000  acres.    The  producers 
were  able  to  catch  up  mth  the  demand  for  wheat,  oats  and  hybrid  corn,  Compton 
said*    '^Mt  in  most  cases  they  were  unable  last  year  to  meet  the  dem,ands  for  the'  nev^ 
valt  resistant  buffalo  alfalfa,  midrid , yellow  sweet  clover,  flax  and  chess  free 
brome  grass,  . 
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DAILY  Ykm  NElvS  DIGEST  ^>      ^'^^  toARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

(For  AOTil  ]5,  1947)       ^  ^o^\      .  O^ce  of •  Information 

y\    ^  ^-^y  ^-#a%n.ngton  25, 

 .,  .   ■  •  ■■  \         ■•  ,^<fk^  \       .-^w"  ^. 

tThe  newspapers  and  magazines 'from  which  ..tfiese  agricultural  items  are-  taken 
are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  Ai^A-.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I.)  ' 

\    ,       y  ■         ''  '  • 

From  New  York  Times,  April  I'^^ss:-",'..- ^x"*^  ■.  ■■  ■  ,  '.  \,  ,  • 

"  >  iif'^'^  ■  '  '■  . 

MCLKLSH  RESIGNS  FROM  .UiraSci^Tj  SUCCEEDED  ON  BOARD  BY  IvILTON  EISEI^IH01ER:^Paris- 
Archibald  MacLeish  resigned  tddaj^  as  a  member  of  the  executive  council  oi  the  ■ 
United  ^''ations  Educational,  Scientific  and  Cultural  Organization,  idlton 
Eisenhower,  head  of  the  UlffiSCO  national  commj.ssion  in  the  Unit ea  States  and^  . 
president  of  the  Kansas  State  College,  was  unaniiriously  ei&ctea  t-c  succeed  him 
at  the  closed  session  this  morning. 


From  Wall  Street ■  Journal,  "^pril  1.5  -  ■■■  '  ''  ■" 

BETTER  FEP.TjXIZER  PRQI-IISES  Bin-HEF:  CROP; YIELDS,  LO'^'n^.  LABOR  COSTS-Spotlighted 
currently  is  a  "delayed  action"  plant  food.    It  is  so  descri'^ed  because  it 
feeds  crops  at  a  uniform  rate  over  a  long  period  after  aDplication.    A  nitto.o-en 
product,  it' 17a s  developed  by  Agrici'lture  Departrneiit  scientsts.  • 

.Known  as  "i;raform,"  it  is  made  from  a!  combination  of  urea  and  formaldehyde. 
Because  of  the  scarcity  of  these  ingredients,  the  product  has  been  produced  only 
on,  a  laboratory  scale  so  far.  ... 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Conmerce,    April.  15  -  '        ' '    ..  '• 

■   AQCELHEATED:  RESE/iRGH' mY  ALTER  ECGNOIvff^Acceleration  of  industrial  research' ' 
throughout  the  United  States,  as  underlined  by  an  almost  ten  fold  increase  in 
the  number  of  la.boratories  ■  since  1920,  is  certain  to  have  a  great  impact  on  the 
nation's  edonomy,  . -v 

■Never  ha^.'^e  there  been  mbre  facilities  and  so  much  financial  support  ■  for  scien- 
tific workers. 

The  1920  edition  of  the  National  Research  Council's  dictionary  listed  only  297 
companies  which  maintained  industrial  research  facilities.  i 

Today  26  years  later,  there  are  2,Z|,43  such  industrial  research  iauoratorius, 
almost  a  thousand  per  cent  growtli. 


COTTON  PRICES.  ^'.kO  AS  J.ilLLS  KESITATE-Pessimlsra  in  \Jorth  Street  and  among 
speculators  depressed  cotton  futures  alj-nost  ?^i2..50  a  bale  before  prices  recovered'-' 
partially  03^  closing  in  a  m.oderately  active  session  on.  the  'Fev  York  Cotton 
Exchange  yesterday,   -'"eakriess  ras  Tri.ost  evident 'in  the  nc^^  crop  months,  and  final 
prices  were  off  22  to  3E  points  but  the  closing  tone.i-as  steady..  .:;   .  '  - 
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From  Boise  (Idaho)  Statesman,  1-Iar.  31  — 

mSLI  SPRIITG  BOOSTS  EAHI'-l  LABOR  ITS3BS;  EMPLOYMSITT  SISVICE  EUPOHTS  SICIPS 
OVER  IDLE  CLUB  WORKERS    _  An  agricul turpi  season  20  days  ahead  of  last  year  has 
stimulated  job  openings  in  Idaho,   the  State  Employment  Service  reported  Sunday, 

A  survey  of  local  employment  offices  on  I-Iarch  22  showed  1,565  jobs  avail- 
able —  an  increase  of  103  over  the  previous  week.    The  University  of  Idaho 
q,gri cultural  extension  service  county  agents  reported  a  25  per  cent  net  increase 
in  farm  employment  opportijinities  in  southwestern,  south  central  and  eastern 
Idaho* 

Trom  Chicago  Journal  of  Commerce,  Apr,  1  — 

GOOIBYE,  OLD  PAINT  -  The  old  gray  mare  she  ain't  what  she  used  to  be.  She 
did  good  v/ork  in  her  day,   cut  no\i;  that  "  day  is  drawing  to  a  close,    i-Iachines  have 
taken  over  on  American  farms,  and  scientific  techniques,  formerly  practiced  only 
experimentally  by  a  select  few,  are  now  in  general  use, 

Ilanufactures  of  farm  eq.uipment  envision  1947  as  their  biggest  year,  and 
they  are  preparing  to  meet  an  overwhelming  demand. 

Scientific  practices,  as  well  as  machinery,  have  contributed  to  farm  output. 
Hybrid  seed  has  brought  increased  yields  and  sturdier  plants.    Artificial  breed- 
ing has  improved  herds  inexpensively.    Soils  are  commonly  tested  to  determine 
their  ability  to  raise  various  crops  and  strains  of  seed<> 

As  a  result  of  these  new  teclaniques,  American  farmers  produced  more  millc, 
raised  more  chickens,  hogs,  cattle  and  sheep,  and  harvested  more  corn,  oats, 
wheat,  cotton,  tobacco,  potatoes  and  soybeans  in  1S45  than  they  did  in  1940, 
The  value  of  farm  output  more  than'doubled  —  from  $7,813,644,000  to  $18,108,- 
132,000,  ■    •  . 

In  1940,   the  average— sized  farm  was  174  acres;  now  it  is  194,8,' 

But  this  doesn^t  moan  that  the  big  fish  arc  sv/allowing  the  little  ones. 
More  farms  arc    now  operated  by  ovnacrs,  and  fewer  ty  tenants.    Erstwhile  tenants 
have  presumably  bcccmc  science—conscious,  made  themselves  some  money,  and  bought 
their  ovfn  farms. 

Competition  in  farming  is  now  so  keen  that  one  must  increase  efficiency  in 
order  to  survive.     Horses  and  men  still  do  some  jobs  best,  but  we  are  seeing  a 
rapid  mechanization  of  farms.    As  techniq.ues  improve,'  the  horses  can  gradually 
be  turned  out  to  pasture  for  a  v/ell-earned  rest.     So — so  long,  Dobbin,  Goodbye, 
0ldPain,t4 

Prom    ilorfolk  Virginian-Pilot,  Apr,  4  - 

AGRI CULTURE- IlvIDUS TRY  BALANCE  ADVOCATED  -  Wliether  Virginia  should  maintain 
its  present  almost  50-50  balance  between  agriculture  and  industry,  and  other 
related  problems  were  discussc'd  yesterday  at  a  conference  on  industry  and  edu- 
cation sponsored  "by  the  Virginia  State  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  the  Monticcllo 
Hotel* 

Vcrbon  E;  Ecm.p,  executive  secretary  of  the  organization,   said  his  personal 
opinion  was  that  a  balance  should  be  maintained  but  pointed  out  that  did  not 
mean  a  ccssa,tion  of  effort  to  build  attractive  industry. 
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DAILY  FARl¥  NEIL'S  DIGE^'\    \  '  pEP.'^.TMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

(For  ADril  15,  1947)  \V>i^*-^'  •  '      ..vvW^ice  of  Information 

^  '  ^#>^\^shington  ,25,  D.G,  " 

(The  newspapers,  and  mWazine^.^f  omjtfi^lch  these  agricultural  items  are  taken 
are  on  file  in 'Press  Serv^^^.SL\)OTn,,,.^fWi .    Phone  Gene.  Harrison  at  603I.) 

From  New  York  Twines,  April  -^^^ ,  ■  '  '  " 

MCLELSH  RESIGNS  PROM  UNESCO;  SUCCEEDED  ON  BOARD  BY  MLTON  EISEI^IHOl  ER-Paris- 
Archibald  MacLeish  resigned  todaj-  as  a  member  of  the  ■  executive  council,  of  the 
United  ^''ations  Educational,  Scientific  and  Cultural  Organization,  idlton 
Eisenhovver,  head  of  the  UNESCO  national  commission  in  the  United  States  and 
president  of  the  Kansas  State  •  College,  was  unanimously  eiectea  1,0  succeed  him 
at  the  closed  session  this  morning. 


From  Wall  Street  Journal,  ^^pril  15  -  •       ■  '  .    ■  '"  .  , 

BETTER  FEP.TjLIZER'  PRQJ.IISES  HEr,HKp  CROP  YIELDS,  LO^"n^.  L-\30R  COSTS-Spo flighted 
currently  is  a  "delayed  action"  plant  food.    It  is  s"  descri'^ed  because  it 
feeds  crops  at  a  uniform  rate  over  a  long  period  after  aioplication.    A  nitrogen 
product,  it  Y-f&s  developed  by  Agricv.lture.  Departraent  scientsts, 

Knoirm  as  "uraform,"  it  is  made  from  a  combination  of  "UTea  and  f orm.aldehyde , 
Because  of  the  scarcity  of  these  ingredients,  the  product  has  been,  produced  only 
on  a  laboratory  scale  so  far.  ; 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Comm.erce,    April  15  -  •  • 

ACCELERATED  RESE/-RCH.  MiY  ALTKH  ECON(W-Acceleration  01  industrial'  research 
throughout  the  United  States,  as  underlined  by  an  almost  ton  fold  increase. in 
the  number  of  laboratories  since  1920,'  is  certain-  to  have  a  great  impact  on  the  . 
nation's  economy «         ■    '  ■ 

Never  have,  there  been  more  facilities  and  so  much  financial  support  for  -  scien- 
tific workers .  .  .     ,   •.  ' 

The  1920  edition  of  the  National  Research  Council's  dictionary  listed  only  297 
companies  which  maintained  industrial  research  facilities. 

Today  26  years  later,  there  are  2,443  such  industrial  researcn  la^oratorius, 
almost  a  thousand  per  cent  groT.ftii, 


COTTON  PRICES  SAG  AS  I-ILLS  HSSITATE-Pessimism  in  ^Jorth  Street  and  among 
speculators  depressed  cotton  futures  alm.ost  !'*;2.50  a  bale  before  prices  recovered 
partially  by  closing  in  a  m.oderately  active  session  on- the  Few  York  Cotton 
Exchange  yesterday.    :""eakncss  vas  most  eirident  in  the  nd-  crop  months,  and  final 
prices  were  off  22  to  3E  points  but  the  closing  tone-^.-^as  steady. 
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From  Boise  (Idaho)  Statesman,  Mar,  31  —  - 

MSLY  SPRIl^G  BOOSTS  lABl-i  LABOR  lOSBS;  El^lPLOYMSlTT  SISVICE  EIIPOETS  SKIPS 
OYER  IDLIi  CLUB  WOPJQiRS    _  An  agricultur?!  season  20  davs  ahead  of  last  year  has 
stimula.ted  joD  openings  in  Idaho,   the  State  Employment  Service  reported  Sunday. 

A  survey  of  local  employment  offices  on  tlarch  22  showed  1,565  johs  avail- 
able —  an  increase  of  103  over  the  previous  week.    The  University  of  Idaho 
agricultural  extension  service  county  agents  reported  a  25  per  cent  net  increase 
in  farm  employment  opport^onities  in  southv/e stern,  south  central  and  eastern 
Idaho» 

Prom  Chicago  Journal  of  Commerce,  Apr,  1  - 

GQOIBIB,  OLE  PAIITT  -  The  old  gray  mare  she  ain't  what  she  used  to  he.  She 
did  good  v;ork  in  her  day,    cut  now  that  day  is  drawing  to  a  close.    Machines  have 
taken  over  on  American  farms,  and  scientific  techniques,  formerly  practiced  only 
experimentally  hy  a  select  few,  are  now  in  general  use. 

Manufactures  of  farm  equipment  envision  1947  as  their  higgest  year,  and 
they  are  preparing  to  meet  an  overv/helming  demand. 

Scientific  practices,  as  v/ell  a.s  machinery,  have  contributed  to  farm  output. 
Hybrid  seed  has  "brought  increased  yields  and  sturdier  plants.    Artificial  "breed- 
ing has  improved  herds  inexpensively.    Soils  are  commonly  tested  to  determine 
their  a"bility  to  raise  various  crops  and  strains  of  seed. 

As  a  result  of  these  new  techniques,  American  farmers  produced  more  millc, 
raised  more  chickens,  hogs,  cattle  and  sheep,  and  harvested  more  corn,  oats, 
wheat,  cotton,  to"bacco,  potatoes  and  soybeans  in  1945  than  thoy  did  in  1940, 
The  value  of  farm  output  more  than  doubled  —  from  $7,813,644,000  to  $18,108,- 
132,000. 

In  1940,   the  average— sized  farm  was  174  acres;  now  it  is  194,8, 
But  this  doGsn^t  mean  t]iat  the  big  fish  arc  sxirallowing  the  little  ones. 
More  farms  arc    now  operated  by  cvmcrs,  and  fewer  by  tenants.    Erstwhile  tenants 
have  prc'"uraably  become  science— conscious,  made  themselves  some  money,  and  bought 
their  ov/n  farms. 

Competition  in  farming  is  now  so  keen  that  one  must  increase  efficiency  in 
order  to  survive.     Horses  and  men  still  do  some  jobs  best,  but  we  arc  seeing  a 
rapid  mechanization  of  fa.rms.    As  techniques  improve,  the  horses  can  gradually 
be  turned  out  to  pasture  for  a  v/ell-earned  rest.     So — so  long.  Bobbin,  G-oodbyc, 
Old  Pain,t  i 

Prom    ITorfolk  Virginian-Pilot,  Apr,  4  - 

AGEI CULTURE- lilDUS TRY  BALANCE  ABVOCATED  -  Vfnethcr  Virginia  should  maintain 
its  present  almost  50-50  balance  between  agriculture  and  industry,  and  other 
related  problems  were  discussed  yesterday  at  a  conference  on  industry  and  edu- 
cation sponsored  by  the  Virginia  State  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  the  Monticello 
Hotel., 

Vcrbon  E,  Kemp,  executive  secretary  of  the  organization,   said  his  personal 
opinion  wa.s  that  a  balance  should  be  maintained  but  pointed  out  that  did  not 
mean  a  cessation  of  effort  to  build  attractive  industry. 


Farm  Digest  765-47 


es&rve 

DAILY  FARM  NMS  DIGEST 
2^  V  (For  April  16,  1947) 


.'^       .<.vt.a^4'  DEPARTMT  OF  AtHICULTURE 
*  i  r.''^-      '  »  Office  of  Information 


Washington  25,  B.C. 


(The  nevfspapers  a^d  ^^gagiiE^eS  ^i^«"'f?nic_hl  these  agric^altural  items  are^ 
taken  are  on  file  in  Press' Service,. £;ai2Bw43«4!^P^  Gene  Harrison  at  603I.; 

From  Chicago  Daily  Tribime,  April  I6  - 

■  HOGS  DECLINE  AGAIN,  RALLY  IN  LATE  TRADE-The  market  for  hogs  established 
a  new  12  weeks'  average  low  price  at  the  stock  yards  yesterday,  out  strengthened 
near  the  close  on  reports  that,  farmers  in  many  parts  of  the  country  had 
curtailed  -shipments  because  of  recent  price  cutting. 

The  average  for  the  entire  session  was  40  cents  louver  at  !^23,35  a 
hundred  pounds,  lowest  since  "Jan.  23,  ana  ^p5.40  unaer  the  record  high  of  late 
February.- 


From  Ne?:  ^ork  Journal  of  Commerce,  -^pril  16  - 

ALL  GRAIN  FUTIEES  REGISTER  ADVAMGES-After  fluctuating  indecisively  during 
much  of  the  session  grain  futiires  moved  upvfard  during  late  dealings  at  Chicago 
yesterday  aided  by  a  partial  recovery  in  cash  markets,  reports^  of  renewed  CGC 
biTpijg  on  corn  and  unfavorable  weather  for  spring  seeding  operations. 


COTTON  ADVANCES  ON  R/INS  IN  SOUTH-COtton  futures  shot  up  more  than  itpl 
a  bale,  recovering  from  a  ?reek  of  doldrums,  in  an  active  session  on  the  New 
York  Cotton  Exchange  yesterday. 

The  outlook  for  further  tightening  of  supplies  of  cotton  this  season 
was  brightened  by  the  annDtmoaiBrib  of  a  private  loan  to  the  Central  Bank  of  China 
to  cover  230,000  bales  of  cotton  registered  for  shipment  before  Jime  30. 


From  T'iall  Stireet  Journal,  April  ly  —     -  ■  '■ 

SPOT  BUTTER  IiLmiCET  OFF  1  CEI'W-Spot  butter  prices  declined  1  cent  a  pound 
yesterday  on -the  local  ^^^ercantile  Exchange^  Dealings  were  on  a  small  scale  'j.ith 

only  400  boxes  of  60  pounds  each  changing  hands  at  the  loYfer  levels  and  1,000 
boxes  failing  to  find  buyers* 

AA  butter  was  offered  at  64,  off  1  cent.    A  butter  traded  at  63-|,  off  1 

c  ent • 


COPRA  COCONUT  OIL-PRICES  DSCLTFE-Sharp  declines  in  prices  for  copra  and 
coconut  oil  have  been  recorded  recently,  vd-th  reports  in  trade  quarters' revealing 
a  slow.  cons.umer  demand  vrith  large;  buyers  on  the  sidelines  aivaiting  still  lower 
price  levels.    Copra  is  offered  at  |234  per  short  ton,  c.i.f..  Pacific  Coast  ports, 
a  decline  of  iit-lO  compared  vath  levels  which  prevailed  the  first  of  this  month". 
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Trom  Vilkes— Barre  (Pa.)  Times- Leader  Hews,  Apr,  4  - 

PLM13S  TO  SPSAY  DDT  liT  ASHk  TO  liHEPE  OUT  TIE  GYPSY  I^OTE-  In  progress  for 
the  past  14-  years,  the  "battle  to  v/ipe  out  the  destructive  gypsy  moth  cater- 
pillar in  Pennsylvania,  will  "be  presumed  locally  on  next  week  when  airpla.nes 
will  again  "be  brought  into  play  in  the  sioraying  of  DDT  over  the  forest  regions, 

1'J'ord  from  the  gypsy  moth  headquarters  on  North  River  street  today  v/as  to 
the  effect  that  three  planes  are  expected  in  here  over  the  week-end  for  spray- 
ing purposes  and,  included  in  the  area  to  "be  treated  are  sections  of  Jenld.ns, 
Bear  Creek,  Buck  and  Plains  Townships, 

A  goal  of  70,000  acres  has  "been  set  up  for  treatment  this  year  "by  the 
State  and  Federal  "bureaus  of  plant  industry,  Miles  Horst,  State  Agriculture 
Secretary* said. 

Last  year's  total  was  54,000  acres  (one  pound  of  DDT  per  acre),  when  as 
high  as  five  planes  were  in  operation  at  one  time.  In  three  years  more  than 
60,000  acres  have  "been  treated  with  DDT, 

Prom  Boston  (Mass,)  Christian  Science  Monitor,  Apr,  4  - 

BLIJ3-II0LD  CHEESE  PRODUCED  BY  SOUTH  CAROLIilA  COLLEGE  -  The  production  of 
"bluo-mold  cheese  —  a  su"bstitute  for  Roquefort  —  is  a"bout  to  "be  launched 
commercially,  providing  a  new  industry  for  the  mountain  counties  of  South 
Carolina  ejid  Georgia, 

As  far  "back  as  five  years  ago,  the  first  "blue-mold  cheese  was  produced 
experimentally  in  the  deep  tunnel  of  Stunrphcusc  Mountain  near  here, 

Tlie  experiments  contintiedo    But  shortages  during  the  war  were  not  conr- 
ducivo  to  commercial  exploitation,    How  the  Clcmson  College  Diary  department 
has  formed  a  co-operative,  "bought  Stumphouse  Mountain,  and  the  enterprise  is 
ready  to  "be  launched, 

Clcmson  College  will  manufacture  the  "blue  mold  necessary  in  the  production 
of  tho  cheese, ■ 

The  hasic  cheese  is  simple  enough  to  make.    Aging  and  curing  liave  always 
"been  the  pro"blom.     In  the  sandstone  caves  of  Prance  the  process  is  inexpensive. 
Constant  temperature  and  humidity  are  provided  "by  nature.     To  provide  them 
artificially  would  "be  very  expensive.    Over  a  century  ago  an  effort  was  made  to 
"bore  a  tunnel  through  Stumphouse  Mountain  to  provide  a  rail  route  from  Charles- 
ton to  the  West,     The  dairy  scientists  at  Clcmson  College  conceived  the  idea 
of  experimenting  with  "blue  mold  cheese  in  the  abandoned  ttmnel.  Temperature 
in  the  deep  tunnel  was  found  to  "be  fairly  constant  the  year  around. 

Prom  Manchester  (IT.  H. )  Union,  Apr,  5  - 

IT,  H.   TO  JOIN  VT.  MAPLE  RESEARCH;  EXPECTED  TO  ff'^LP  SUPPOP.T  PRESBl'T  STUDIES 
AS  PRODUCERS  SUGGEST  -  Tho  University  of  Hew  Hampshire  and  the  University  of 
"Vermont,  it  is  expected,  will  "begin  working  on  a  program  of  joint  support  of 
extensive  research  study  in  the  maple  sugar  industry. 

The  unanimous  recommendation  "by  the  IT,  H,  Maple  Producers'  association 
says  that  Hew  Hampshire  should  not  duplicate  the  "broad  program  underway  in 
Vermont,  the  No,  1  maple  state  of  the  nation,  "b\it  rather  should  cooperate  in 
it  and  help  support  it. 
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fX^lT  milY  TAHivi  iqSl'/S  DIG-EST  ;       >  tTv*!^^*        DEPARTI'CENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

■.  (.The  newspapers- and  magazines  from  which  tHese  agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  o:n  file- in  Press,  Service,  ' Rbom  4i4A.    fPhone  Gene  Harrison  at  6031.) 

From  Hew  "i^'orlc 'Tijaes/ Apr*  .  18 

Al'nSRSOK  SAYS  EARIi  AID  COSTIiTG-  MORE;  'RISE  IH^ PRICES  ADDS  TO  SUPPORT  BURDBIT- 
Richmond,  Va,  —  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  P>  Anderson  said  today  that 
rising  prices  v/ere  increasing  the  Government's  financial  "burden  under  the  price- 
support  program. 

In  a, speech  "before  the  Virginia  State  Cham"ber  of  Commerce,  Mr,  Anderson  said 
this' v/as  s till  another  reason  why  it  was  "more  important  than-: .ever- to  mainta,in 
a  sound  a-nd  stalDle  national 'economy, 

■The  Secretary  ejcplained  that  support  prices  were  "based  on  parity  and  that 
paritj?-  in  turn  was  "based  on  the  farmer' s  cost  of  living.  Hence,  he  said,  when 
the  cost  of  living  goes"  up,  so  does  parity,  and  eventually  so  do  support  prices, 

"Right  nov/  the  prices  of  most  a,gric\iltural  commodities  are  v/ell  a"bove  the 
price  support  program,  "  he  said,     ''^3ut  rising  prices  of  the  things  farmers  iDuy 
mean  pBrity.'prices  f6r  farm  products  at  a  higher  level  and,  therefore,  farm  price 
support  at  a  higher  level."  •  -: 

i^,  I.  STATS  OPEICIAL  CALLS  MILK  PARLEY  FOR  IvIOlTDAY  OIT  PREMOT  PRICES  TO 
AVERT  FARIIER  STRIKE  ^  Albany  -  In  an  effort  to  avert' a  strike  iDy  dairy  farmers 
supplying  the  Kew  York  City  area,  C,  Chester  Du  Mond,  State  Commissioner  of 
Agr^cultirre,  today  invited  prodvicers  and  dealers  to  meet  with  him  on  I'^onday  to 
.  consider  the  payment  of  "premium  prices"  on  milk  delivered  to  the  metropolitan 
zone  after  May  1,  ■  • 

The  contemplated  premium  prices  are  intended  to  offset,  a  44cent  reduction 
,  ,.  in  tije  producer  price  of  fluid  milk  that  would  "become  effective  ^for  :IIay  and 
.  June  in  accordance  with  a  recent  announcement  of  the  United  States'  Department 
of  Agriculture,  which  administer^  the  Hew  York  Milk  Marketing  Order, ■ 

SI G-SP3AR-' SUPPLY  IS  STORi^D  IM  JAVA;  •80'0,pbG  TOiJS  AmiT  EXPORT  ^  Singapore  - 
Warehousesv  in  Java  may  contain  800,000  tons'. of  sugar,  most  of  which  will  "be 
'    exported  to  help  relieve  the  world  shortage,  according  to  Dr,  Pieter  Honig, 
general  economics  adviser  to  the  lie therlands  Indies  Government, 

3RITAIIT  TO  REDUCE  BUYIiTG  IH  DOLLARS;  DALTOil  DBFS1>IDS  TOBACCO  TAX  AS  'FIRST 
_SKOT.'  Ii;  CAi'IPAiGH  -  London  -  Defending  his  drastic  inEreasc  in  the  tax  on  to'bac- 
co,  Hugh  Dalton,  Chancellor  of  the  SxchcQuer,  told  the  House  of  Commons  tonight 
that  this  "budget  measure  was  the  "first  shot  in  a  campaign  for  the  reduction  of 
doll.ar  expend! turei  " 

■  ■    Despite  a.  heavy  "barrage  of  criticism  from  La'bot  as  well  as  Conservative 
'M,P:, 's  Mr,  Dalton  refused  to  yield  on  the  tb"bacco  taXb 

RISIHG  COHSUI^IPTIOK  OF  I-'IEAT  IS  FORECAST  -  Chicago  -  A  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture official  asserted  today  "it  seems  rcasona"ble  to  expect"  that  considera"bly 
larger  siipplies  of  meats  can  "be  sold  during  1947  "at  prices  which  v;ill  be  satis- 
factory to  producers  and  packers;  "    Addressing  the  convention  of  the  Ilational 
Independent  Meat  Packers  Association,  Preston  Richards,  Assistant  Director  of  the 
Marketing  Administration  of  the  department,   said  that  the  per  capita  consTxmption 
of  moat  this  year  will  "be  a"bout  150  to  155  pounds^. 
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From  Chicago  Daily  Tribune,  Apr,  18  - 

HOG  I'lAiaCST  -LOI'/EST  SIHCE  LATE  JAirJASY  -  Hog  prices  in  Chicago  yesterday 
sltmped  to  the  lov;est  level  since  Jan.  25,     The  market  averaged  75  cents  a 
hundred  pounds  lovrer  at  $23,25,     Top  loads  declined  50  cents  at  $25,  "but  this 
price  v;as  paid  sparingly  and  similar  grades  finished  at-.  $24,50  v/hen  most  of  the 
principal  pork  packers  refused  to  pay  more  than  $24  for  any  grades  or  weights,. 
Losses  in  some  kinds  wore  as  much  as  $1,  ' 


From  ITov;  York  Journal  of  Corancrcc,  April  18  - 

TOBACCO  TRAIIC  URGSD  TO  READJUST  PRIC3S  -  Chicago  (AP)  -  The  National 
Association  of  Tobaccq  Listributor s  today  urged  the  tohacco  industry  "to  make  all 
price    readjustments  that  may  contrihutc  to  lowering  of  the  general  price  level 
and  cost  pf  living,  while  sustaining  wage  levels,"  • 

SUGAS  «  Sugar  distriljution  in  the  first  two  months  of  this  year  is  10,000 
tons  less  than  a  year  ago,  although  supplies  arc  more  plentiful  now  than  they 
were  thon,    Puerto  Sico's  production  is  estimated  at  14  per  cent  above  a  year 
ago,      ,    Demand  for  sugar  continues  slow. 


Prom  Wall  Street  Journal,  April  18  -  ' 

-  lAPli  PRICES,  PACESETTERS  IH  HIGH  COSTS,  RAVE  STARED  IKE  DO'fiTWARD  SLIDE 
B,A»E,  forecasters  privately  predict  a  farm  price  toheggan  for  the  rest  of  '47, 
April's  ^^seasonal  decline"  started  it.    Bumper  winter  and  spring  crops  will  give 
it  new.  momentum.    Exports  won't  e:>cpand. 

They  fear  costly  farm  subsidies,   tied  to  "parity, "  are  now  in  sight.  Only 
lower  industrial  prices  can  push  farm  .  "parity "  down,  avert' much  government 
spending  on  price  support. 

So  worried  G-,"0,P,  budgeteers' are  joining  the  high  price  probers.  That's 
why  Taf t' s  economic  committee,  long  dormant,  will  ask  Eord  and  McCormick  how 
they  cut  prices,   other  big  industrialists  why  they  havcnVt, 

Dcspi'te  the  ballyhoo,  Truman  has  received  only  a  dozen  or  so  price  cutting 
reports,    ITone  is  significant. 


II'IEPSIIDEITT  GROCERS  GAMPAIGiTIiTG  AQA.IHST  HIGH    FOOD  PRICES  -  Chicago  -  A 
campaign  against  high  food  prices  is  un-ler  wa,y  b:"  the  country's  retail  grocers. 

From  "ermong  to  Oklahom.a,  owners  of  independent  .^^'occrics  are  marshaling 
forces  to  reduce  prices.     Their  plan: 

A  scries  of  round  table  discussions  v/ith  retailers,  wholesalers  and  manu- 
fa,cturers  on  greater  efficiency- and  more  favora,ble  price  structures,  •  ■ 
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Trom  Des  Moines  (Iowa)  Register,  Apr,  6  -  ^  ..  .  ■ 

SIIjKS  !EAX  To  G-miK  A  ILA.UT  SOIRCS.  CP  .  Ifeshington,  D.  C,  -  Hopes 

that  the  huge  synthetic  ruTa^ber  and  al'coliol  pls-nts  "built  d'aring  the  war  might 
provide  a  permanent  industrial  market  for  fixture  farm  surpluses  ha.ve  suffered 
a  severe  TdIov/  the  last  year» 

As  things  look,  today,   synthetic  ruh'ber  made  from  grain  alcohol  isn' t 
lilcely  to  regain  its  wartime  position  unless  the  coiuitry  is  forced  into  another 
war  or  petroleum  reserves  reach  a-  dangerously  low  level*     '  . 

In  hop§s  of  nursing  the  industry  through  the  ne±t  fev/  years,  until  it  can 
"be  firmly  esta"blished  on  a  permanent  footing,  Representative  Carl  T,  Curtis 
(Rep,,  ITch,)  is  urging  congress  to  give  it  the  necessary  protection. 

He  has  iatroduced  a  "bill  that  would  levy  an  excise  tax  on  all  manufactured 
rutlDer  products  except  those  using  synthetic  rut)!) er  niade  from  grain  alcohol. 

The  "bill  tentatively  proposes  a  tax  of  seven  cents  a  pound  on  the  ruober 
used,  hut  Representative-  Curtis  says  the  levy  should  "be  fixed  at  whatever 
amount  would  represent  the  difference  "between  the  cost  of  natural  rul)"ber,  syn- 
thetic ruhher  m.ade  from  petroleum*  products  and.  the  cost  of  ruh'bev  made  from 
grain  alcoholo 

His  o'bjectivo  is  to  give  agricultiif al"  ru"b"ber  enough  of  an  advantage  to 
assure  its  use  in  great  volume, 

Prom  Hew  Orleans  Times-Picayune, '  Apr,  9  -  ■    ■       .  "  ■; 

CATTLjmi  RAP  MILK  STRIK'j  ACTS?  'WiASB  TO  lUIUsmTiY'  BY.MIiTORITY  IS.  CHASGJJD 
—  Lafayette,  La,      Actions  of  la'bor  leaders  in  the  recent  Louisiana  milk  strike 
v/ere  condemned  in  a  resolution  adopted  Tuesday  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Louisiana  Jersey  Cattle  and  Dairy  Association,  '  The  loss  of'  thousands  of  dollars 
to  milk  producers  of  Southwest  Louisiana  and  the' unfavorahle  pu"blicity  the 
state  received  as  a  result  of  'the  unwarranted  strike  was  deplored* 

Prom  Christian  Science    Monitor,  Apr,  11  - 

liTIL'SmY  SAYS  POOD  SUBSIDIES  RULI]  ?RIC2S  _  Washington'-  The  President's 
press  conference  on  prices  appears,  momentarily  at  least,  to  liave  thrown  more 
heat  than  light  on  the  su"bjcct,     •  ,  : 

The  President  contends  that  the  responsi'bility  for  reducing  prices  rests 
solely  on  "business.    But  "business  comes  right  "back  and  says  that  Government 
and  la'bor  share  that  rcsponsi"bility, 

Business  points  out  it  is  not  the.  price  of  manufactured  goods  which  has 
sored  to  altitude  records,  "but  the  price  of -agri cultural  produts  and  raw 
materials. 

The  major  pressure  on  the  family  hudget  has  occurred  in  food,  management 
insists,  and  points  an  accusing  finger  at  the  Government,  wfiich  is  committed 
under  law  to  support  the  price  of  farm  products. 

Prom  i/ilmington  (Del,)  Hews,  Apr,  11  -  •  " 

T0M0SIl0!/'3  PORESTS  -  Editorial  -  The' forests  of  the  future,  President 
Truman  remarked  in  an  Ar'bor  Day  statement,  will  "be  the  trees  we  plant  now«  .This 
nation,  he.  added,  must  stop  destructive  cutting  and  unwise  depiction  of  its 
forest  wealth.    He  'was  right;  ■  The  rapid  and  reckl'ess  de-fore  station  of  America 
is  one  of  the  less  responsi"ble  -chapters  in  the  history  of  free  enterprise. 
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Iroia  Chicago  (ill,)  Times,  Apr,  10  - 

VrOOD"  BOYCOTT  HBLS  UimSS  BY  EXPSRTS  -  Chicago  medical  experts  and  consumers' 
groups  today  scoffed  at  an  Illinois  congressman's  suggestion  that  housewives 
stop  hvc'ing  high  priced  foods, 

:  All  foods  .are  "high  priced"  nov/,  they  said,  and  it  would  he  neither  "nu- 
tritionally nor  financially/",  wise  to  "buy  substitutes  in  most  cases, _ 

Rep,  Eoah  I^ason,  a  Eepuhlican,  ■  was  the  "butt  of  their  attack.  Opposing 
requests  for  government-  a-ction  to  curh  the  high  cost  of  living,  Rep,  Ilason 
declared  in  Washington:        -       .  ■  . 

"The.  housewife  has  the  remedy  in  her  own  hands.    The  only  way.  to  reduce 
prices  of  scarce  f  ood.ritems .  is  •  not  to  "buy  them;  "buy  substitutes  for  them*  " 

There  are  few,  if  any,' good  suhstitutes  for  the  major  items  in  the  average 
'American  diet,  the  Chicagoans  pointed  out,    '     :  ' 

Dr.  James  Wilson, secretary,  American  I-iedical  Assn.';?  council  for  food 
and  nutrition,  saidt      •  .  .■  . 

"There' s  no  practical  suh.st-.itu.te  for  milk.    The  only  su"bstitute  for  "bread 
and  rolls  wotild  "be  cake,    May"be  the  good  Congressman  would  like  to  iia,vc 
Illinoisans.  eat  cake  instead,  of -"bread, ■ 

From  San  Diego  (Calif,)  Union,  Apr,  7  - 

IlOrS  JEDSRAL  MOI^^Y  BUSIiESS  ^  Editorial  -  In  a  time  when  eggs  are  season- 
a"bly  plentiful  v;e  hoar  predictions  o.f  dollar-a-dozen  eggs  from  the  Butter  and 
Eggs  llcrch-ants  Association,.,  I.t.  is  suggested  that  pggs  at 'a 'dime  apiece  may 
"be  the  resiilt  of  a  decree  "by  the  •Agriculture  Depar.tliiont  increasing  the  price  of 
powdered  eggs  from  $1,20  to.  $1,.$5,  effective  May  1.'    The  result  of  this  decree 
is  expected  to  he  the,  diversion  of  vast  quantifies  oif  eggs  from  the  consumer 
market  to  the  processors  ef  dried  eggs,  with  a  shortage  v;hich  v/ill  "boost  the 
price  to  re'tail  "buyers. 

If  there  is  one  particular  thing  v/hich  shou.ld  convince  the  American  pu"blic 
of  the  disadvantages  of  governmental  "management, it  is  the  record  of  t]ie 
government  in  dealing  with  eggs  and  poultry.     Twice  the  government  has  "been 
"stuck"  with  millions  of  doz.cins  ef  eggs,  purchased  at  high  prices  to  "support" 
the  market.    Twice  the  poultrjoneh  have'  "been  fooled  "by  government  orders  to 
increase  production  and  to  kill  off  laying  hens*'.  But'  the  "support"  policy  coi>- 
tihucs* 

From  ShrevcjDort  (La,.)  Times,  Apr,  .7  -         '  • 

PLEivTY  OF  WOOL  -  Editorial  -  I'/hat  many  average  Americans  do  not  know  is 
that  certain  high  prices  reflect,  not  shortages,  "but  federal  government  codd- 
ling of  farm' producers,. 

An  excellent  example  is  f.ound .  in  wool,.    There  is  today  a  gigantic  v/orld 
surplus  of  v;ool»  and  the  price  of  wool  outside  the  United  States  is  considerably 
lov/er  than  it  is  in  the  United  States,    -The  reason  for  the  difference  is  that 
the  federal  government  —  through  a,ction  of  congress  . —  bu;fs.  .domestic  wool 
production  at  a  price  guaranteeing  a  large  profit  for  producers, . 

The  result  is  that  the  government  has  accumulated  a  huge  supply  of  v/ool, 
while  American  mills  have  been  importing  sizeable  q^uantities  of  foreign' wool 
because  of  the  lower  price,    ITov/,  because  of  the  government-held' surplus,  con- 
gress is  being  asked  to  allow  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  to  sell  its  wool 
at  prices  competing  v/ith  foreign  wool  —  the  American  taxpayer  being  called 
upon  to  foot  the  bill  for  this  costly  piece  of  governmental  folly, 
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From  New  York  Times,  April  8  -  •  •;■  •■       -ll^l ' . 

m.r^\  COTTON  PRICES  END  AbOVE  DivY'S  LO^^.^After'  a  poor  'start,  .the  cotton  futures 
o?1he  Z    h%  T  Exchange  yesterday  recovered  from  the  lowest  le^L 

of  the  day  but  closed  I3  to  3I  points  net  lower  than  on  last  Thursday. 

ihere  was  talk  of  im.provero.ent  in  the  weather  in  the  Pnt  +  nn  tLi  +  .  a  -> 
reiteration  of  reports  that  the  s.ot  demand  in  th;  SoJth  L  1°'!  ' 


today..1^i-\^^^^  ~.  Sharply 

cents  a  S^^e^S^/'^^^^  '^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  of'f  to  ,  3/. 

but  that  the  nev;  crop  .onthe  were  not  in?^Snced  so  ettZ.  " 
Go.ernn,.enr*„igft  st\pTft:'ev:?.f  attributed  to  reports  that  the 

carryover  at  the  end  of  the  current  crop  year  ,vould  be  the  smallest  in  recent 


li-om  Tfeill  Street  Journal,  April  S 


was  ™rth'ninfcen?s\'^ou^r^J:.'"l  ~-*"-rs  in  a  hot  seat-The  cocoa  bean 
UP  .33.  jn  -1/™  cTctarn°tTchoeS?-if  tL°^\V°  ^"^^  ^ 

Average  ^alurSla^S^^erl^^^LH^^^^^^^  f;-- 

In  the  teeth  of  consumer  rosistanc^  c.Wate  *°  ^  P""d, 

even  higher  as  the  more  expensive  blans  are  ^sed!  ^"^^^'^ 

The  barrlfhLTscrapt:  thaW'^I.eT,^.  S?'*  '  °  ^^^^  °-  ^be- 

stirred some  thinking  in  fhe  Al5nVtl»  T     f  *°  *^  ^  ''""'^"^  ^  few  weeks' ago 
advisers  are  urging  hi^to  annoScf  sZ  th.^'wh^^-    '"^  Secretary  Anderson?" 
season  .all  be  reflated  to  lea^^^^Id^^^at  'slo^uL*  hSe""^*^  '"""'"^ 
;e.port  ^'^^l^^V^^^^/Pl^f'^^en  and  anno.ee  an 
ror  the  crop  season  starting  at'  mid  ye^^^lr^^^lt^af f^fiiS^ ij^^^  ^^^j-^-t) 
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From  YiTall  Street  Journal,  -i^pril  8  - 

ffiP/fEST  DAIRYIviEN  ¥ORRY  OWR  /iMERlCA'S  LOST  BUTTER  APPETITE-Curing  the  v;ar, 
butter  was  sidetracked  for  cheese.    The  cheese  poured  overseas  in  a  torrent  to 
feed  soldiers  and  Allied  civilians.    Butter  churns  were  neglected. 

And  Americans  sort  of  slipped  into  the  habit  of  getting  along  with  less 
butter e    They  haven't  yet  dropped  the  habit.    In  1940  the  per  capita  butter  eating 
v;as  17  pounds.    The  yearly  rate  is  no-v;  doim  to  10  pounus .    ^idaair^-men  would  like 
to  see  it  go  to  20, 


SENATE  PASSES  BILL  CONTI^^TTNG  PTGH  WOOL  PRT^E  TO  ir.S.  QRO^  EFi'S-rte.shinrton- 
The  Senate  yesterday  passed  legislation  giiaranteeing  continued  high  prices  to 
domestic  wool  growers » 

The  bill,  whj.ch  now  goes  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  requires  the 
Commodity  Credit  Corp^  to  lend  or  pay  wool  producers  during  1947  and  1948  at  least 
the  price  it  paid  in  1946,  which  was  about  41.6  cents  per  pound. 

The  Senate  bill  has  even  m.ore  widespread  ramifications «    In  order  to 
discourage  imports,  principally  from  the  British  Empire,  and  to  enable  the  CCC 
to  dispose  of  some  3QO  million  pounds  of  wool  purchased  thus  fal",  it  authorizes 
this  agency  to  sell  wool  at  prices  cJompetitive  with  foreign  fibers. 


CATTLE  AND  HOGS  were  fully  steady 'in  a  fairly  active  livestock  market, 
but  quality  on  slaughter  lamb  offerings  was  lowed  to  bring  bids  as  much  as  50 
cents  less.    Hogs  topped  at  $27o50  vrith  most  good  and  choice  butchers  ranging 
dovmward  from  that  figure  to  ^■25. 00,    Comparable  quality  sows  brought  $22,50 
to  $23e25<,    i-  load  of  choice  to  prime  steers  featured  the  cattle  trade  with  a 
sales  tag  of  ^^29.75,  the  highest  price  since  March  5o 


From  N.''^.  Journal     of  Commerce,  April  S  ■' 

POTASH  OUTPUT  TOTr^LS  923,127  TONS-Five  leading  Uiierican  potash  producers 
made  a  nevf  high  record  when  they  delivered  923,127  tons  during  I946,  the 
American  Potash  Institute  announced  ^^esterdaj'- , 

The  figure  was  54,941  tons  or  6„3  percent  greater  than  1945  -'^"-nd  continued 
for  the  twelfth  year  the  unbroken  record  of  increased  deliveries.  Institute 
officials  declared.    The  total  was  in  the  form,  of  1,65^,603  tons  of  potash 
salts  c 

Deliveries  of  agricultural  purposes  in  the  continental  United  States  v.'ere 
763,590  tons,  an  increase  of  68,514  tons  over  1945, 
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■  H 

From  Nev;  York  Times,  A^ril  ' 

■     '  -^.^ 

GRkll\r  PRICES  RISE  AFTER .SLOIT  .gTART-Chicago-Grain  markets  closed  strong  on  the 
Board  of  Trade  toda3/,  the  reverse  of  yesterday.    Although  the  markets  were  s lor 
to  respond  to  an  annoxmcement  that  a  special  Cabinet  meeting  held  in  Yrashington 
had  taken  no  action  in  regard  to  the  price  situation,  commission  houses  gradually 
absorbed  the  offerings  and  late  in  the.  day  short  covering  got  under  way  vrhen  May 
wheat  started  to  act  tight,  and  closin.'T  trades  were  about  at  the  top. 

Buying  of  ^^ay  T;heat  by  a  cash  interest  vdth  Southwestern  connections  were 
accompanied  by  reports  that  fairly  liberal  sales  of  flour  had  been  made  to  the 
Government,  and  the  upturn  was  helped  by  an  advance  of  2  cents  in  cash  wheat 
premiums  at  ^ansas  City  and  Minneapolis,  . 

Spring  wheat  seeding  is  making  a  slovf  start,    A  little  field  vrork  has  been 
done  in  eastern  South  Dakota  but  none  el^ew^ere,  according  to  reports,    A  Department 
of  Agriculture  estimate  on  the  winter  wheat  crop  will  be  issued  after  the  close 
tomorroviT, 


COTTON  ADVANCES  BY  28  TO  42  POINTS-Vath  trading  moderately ' active,  the  cotton 
futures  market  on  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  closed  28  to  42-.  points  net 'higher 
yesterday,  slightly  off  from  the  best  levels  of  the'  day. 

Opening  unchanged  to  11  points  lovrer,  prices-  gained  strength  as  the  session 
progressed.    The  early  selling  was  a  sequel  to  the  easier  gray  goods  market 
and  some  outside  liquidation  based  on  uncertainty  regarding  the  President's 
Cabinet  meeting  on  the  price  situation. 


Prom  N,Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  10  - 

PRESIDENT  AIDS  FERE  PREW.NTinN-Preside-nt  Truman,  leading  the  great  influence 
to  the  cause  of  fire  prevention,  has  called  a  conference  in  "''rashington  May  6-8 
to  consider  means  for  checking  the  tremendous  and  gromhg  loss  ' of  life  and  property 
by  fire.    It  is  anticipated  that  some  3,000  State  and  municipal  authorities,  fire 
department  officials.  Army  and  Navy -of fieers  teharged  wdth  supervision  of  fire  pre- 
vention acti\'i  ties  during  the  y;ar,  fire  prevention  experts  and  others  will  attend. 


TORLD  CAN  USE  ALL  OUR  EXPORT  COTTON-Dallas-Foreign  markets  will  purchase  e^ery 
bale  of  American  cotton  which  can  be  made  available  fbr  export  next  year    but  on 
a  long-run  basis  the  volme  of  this  country's  cotton  exports' ia  dependent' 
principally  on  price  and  foreign  purchasing  power,  Read  Dunn,  Jr.,  foreign  trade 
director  of  the  ^^ational  Cotton  Council,  told  the  Texas  Cotton  Ginners  Association 
here  today.    Mp.  Dunn  estimated  the  total  American  type  cotton  availf.ble  for  export 
from  fill  countries  outside  the  U.S.-  during  the  next  year  at  about  4,750,000  bales. 
He  forecast  consumption  in  the  major  cotton  buying  nations  vrauld  increase  about  10 
percent. 
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Erom  Times  Picajunej  New  Orleans^  April  7  - 

OILSEED  MEETING  AT  BILGX-Members  of  .the  Valley  Oilseed  Processor  Association 
vn.th  headquarters  in  Memphis  Tenn.,  vrere  arriving  here  S\mday  from  Arkansas, 
Missouri,  Tennessee  and  Illinois  for  their  13th  annual  convention,  opening 
Monday.  'Featured  speakers  scheduled  vrere  Joe  Flaig;,  Dallas,  Tex.,  T.  H.  Gregory, 
execxitive  vice  president  of  the  National  Cottonseed  Products  Association,  and  E. 
A.  Gastrock^  head  of  the  engineering  and  development  division,  southern  regional 
research  la.boratorj'',  New  Orleans  o 

Topic  01  discussion  among  raembers,  m\o  engage  principally-  in  the  crushing 
of  cottonseeds,  soybeans,'  other  oilseeds,  Mas  about  aaequate  supplies  of  ravv 
material,  • 

The  critical  scarcity  of  fats  and  the  present  excellent  demand  for  high 
protein  feeds  was  pointed  to  rrhy  farmers  c.?n  expand  production  of  oilseed  crops 
in  1947.    ■  ■  '  '  ■ 


From  Pioneer  Press,  St,  Paul,  Minn',,  April  4-  - 

WAR  ON  CATTLE  DISSASE  YEAR  BEHIND  SCHEDULI^-iannesota ' s  diseased  cattle  cleanup 
program  is  lagging  a  year  behind  schedule  due  to  a  shortage  of  veterinarians  and 
partly  as  a  result,  the  incidence  of  undulant  fever  among  Mirjiesota  people  is 
'rising  steadily,  it  was  revealed  Thursday „ 

The  facts  from  official  sources  Gam.e  out  as  a  nev^  drive  wa.s  la'unche'd  for 
enactment  at  this  session  of  legislation  to  establish  a  veterioary    college  in 
Minnesota  so  that  the  shortage  of  veterinarians  now  holding  up  public  health 
and  disease  eradication  work  can  be  broken, 

llinnesota '.farm  families  and  packing  house  workers  coming  directly  in  contact 
with  dairy  herds  or  handling  meat  from  butchered  animals  are  the  most  frequent 
victims  of  undulant  fever,  or  Bang's  disease,  of  which  2,933  cases  have  been 
diagnos  d  thus  far  among  humans  in  Minnesota-,  figures  from  the  state  Department 
of  Health  disclosed. 


From  Topeka  Capital,  April  2  -  •  '  .  ' 

■.    KANSAS  FARB'IS  GRO":  MORE  CERTIFIED  SEED-kanJiattan-i<br  every  Kansas  farmer 
producing  certified  seed  a  decade  ago,  10  are  producing  it  -today,  according 
to  L,  L,  Compton,  secretary  of  the  Kansas  Crop  Improvement  Association  at  Kansas 
State  College ^    Still  the  demand  exceeds  the  supply. 

More  than  2^800  farmers  in  every  Kansas  county  in  lo/,.6  produced  91,594  acres  of 
certified  seed.    In  1936,  230  farmers  produced  10,000  acres.    The  producers 
were  able  to  catch  up  mth  the  demand  for  whe-i.t,  oats  and  hybrid  corn,  Compton 
said-,    >Hat  in' most  cases  they  were  unable  last  year  to  meet  the  dem.ands  for  the  nev/ 
v/ilt  resistant  ■buffalo  alfalfa,  midrid  yellow  sweet  clover,  flax  and  chess  free 
brome  grass ,    •  .  ' 
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From  Nevf  York  Times,  April  3  — 

MOSQUITO  CONTROL  GALLED  ^^^RLD  BOON-Atlantic  City-International  cooperation 
in  the  control  of  mosquitos  and  other  dangerous  or  bothersome  insects,  a  movement 
spurred  by  the  irar,  was  described  today  as  a  boon  to  international  understanding 
as  well  as  health* 

Dr,  F,  C.  Bishop  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  '^arantjjie  at 
1-fashington,  Tfho  spoke  at  the  opening  of  the  thirty  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the 
New  ^ersey  Mosquito  Extermination  Association,  said* 

"Much  new  and  valuable  information  on  the  mosquitos  of  the  world — their 
identity  and  their  habits,  their  potentialities  for  disease  transmission  and  how 
to  combat  them — has  appeared  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe," 


Fimi  PRICES  FOR  FDOB  SEEI\I  TILL  LATE  IN  » 4.7-Fashington-Consumers  can  expect 
food  prices  to  hold  near  present  levels  during  the  next  few  months,  largely  bscausv 
of  their  own  lusty  demands,  the  Agriculture  Department  said  today. 

Prices  also  Tdll  continue  to  get  some  support,  the  agency  said,  from  export 
buying  and  market  speculation  in  sccie  commodities,  particularly  grains. 

With  industrial  production  at  a  peacetime  record  level,  consimers  as  a 
group  have  sufficient  buying  power,  officials  said,  to  purchase  quality  food  af 
rates  considerably  above  prewar  levels. 

Nevertheless,  the  department  expects  food  prices  to  decline  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,    -^t  has  said  farm  prices  may  drop  as  much  as  20  percent 
if  its  forecast  of  a  business  recession  late  this  year  is  borne  out. 

The  department  said  it  is  possible  tha:t  wheat,  which  advanced  sharply  during 
March  and  then  receded,  may  go  up  again  before  the  new  harvest  but  not  to^the 
March  peak. 

It  said  meat  and  livestock  prices  in  general  are  likely  to  continue  high 
through  the  spring  and  early  summer,  with  slight  declines  for  better  quality 
beef  and  lamb  a  possibility. 

Milk  and  dairy  products  are  expected  to  drop  to  lower  levels  by  J\ine,  while 
e^gs  are  expected  to  continue  near  present  levels  during  the  next  feyr"' months , 

The  department  forecast  a  dovjnturn  in  the  present  exceptionally  high 
prices  of  food  fats  and  oils  by  late  summer. 

Somewhat  lower  priced  cotton  vfas  foreseen  but  slightly  higher  fruit  prices 
were  forecast  for  the  spring. 

FARM  SAFETY  ?.EEK  SET-Washingtoi^Presiderit  Truman,  in  designating  the  week  be- 
ginning July  20  as  National  Farm  Safety  TiTeek,  called  attention  today  to  the  additioi 
al  aocident  hazards  caused  ty  the  com-plexity  of  modern  farm  machinery,    "I  request 
all  persons  and  organizations  concerned  with  agriculture  and  farm  life  to  cooperate 
m  the  observance  of  this  fourth  annual  National  t  arm  Safety  T'eek,"  the  President 
said,  adding:  "I  also  urge  farm  people  everyr/here  to  set  aside  a  specific  time  durir- 
i^ational  Farm  Safety  Leek  for  famiXy  digcussions  of  methods  for  the  prevention  of 
■accidents,  in  order  that  these  producers  of  the  nation' s' food  may  live  and  work 
vdth  greater  safety,"  ■■ 
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Prom  New  York  Kmes,  April  3  - 


TUriG  OIL  YEILD  SOARS  IN  GULF  COAST  MEAS-Tung  oil,  or  China  wood  oil, 
unsurpassed  as  a  fast  drying  and  v/ater  proofing  ingredient  for  paints,  is  streaming 
in  new  record  volume  from  pressing  mills  near  lung  groves  in  the  Gull  Coast  States. 

The  domestic  harvest,  less  than  one  ton  in  1924,  cliubed  to  6,200  tons 
in  1943  and  47,300  tons  in  1946,  of  which  about  7,000- tons  of  oil  could  be 
extracted.    That  is  about  one  tenth  oi  imports  from  China  in  seme  prevvar  years, 
and  an  estimated  one  thirtieth  of  the  .amount  thy  American  paint  industry  could 
use  in  1947. 


From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  3  - 

LUIfflER  OUTPUT  SEEII  REVIVING  OLD  STA^JDiJlDS-The  first  signs  of  stabilization 
of  the  lumber  markets  are  nov:  visible  in  the  main  Southern  and  V'estern  producing 
areas,  giving  promise  of  at  least  a  partial  realignment  of  grading  policies  to 
prewar  competitive  standards  this  year. 

ReHecting  a  sharpening  of  competition  among  lumber  producers  .  the 
dominant  manifestation  of  this  trend  tovard  prewar  standards  is  revealed  in  a 
greater  willingness  among  sellers  to  "do  a  little  more  to  please-  the  customer," 

It  has  meant,  so  far,  that  buyers  in  many  cases  can  secure  the  exact  sizes 
a;nd  dimensions  of  lumber  they  need  instead  of  being  forced  to  accept  "random 
lots,"  and  that  buyers,  in  a  smaller  number  of  cases,  can  purchase  more  uniformly 
graded  supplies. 


TfOOL  GROT'^Ei.-S  URGE  ADOPTION  OF  LONG  RANGE  LEGISLATION-Unless  some  high 
Government  official  interceded  quickly,  the  ^nited  States  will  be  faced  mth 
a  dying  wool  growing  industry  at  a  time  of  increasing  international  uiicertainty 
trade  sources  declared  yesterday. 

The  amended  Robertson  wool  ba.ll  which  has  been  sent  by  the  Senate 
Agricultural  Committee  to  the  Senate,  in  effect,  raises  the  support  price  to  v;ool 
growers  by  2^  a  grease  pound  but  takes  no  action  to  secure  for  the  V;Ool  growing 
industry  a  permanent  long  range  prograrA  which  it  is  believed,  alone  can  offer 
sufficient  inducement  to  sheep  raisers  to  begin  increasing  the  nmber  of  livestock. 

There    is  a  possibility  vrool  sources  stated,  that  some  sort  of  quota 
legislation  mil  be  passed  which  would  gra.nt  the  grovrer  aditj.onal  protection 
from  foreign  imports,  something  Vv'hich  compares  to  the  British  Joint-Organj.z?tion 
program. 


From  Wall  Street  Journal,  April  3  - 

WORRIED  WOOL  MEN-Boston-The  spectre  of  Government  wool  monopoly  is  sending 
shudders  up  and  dovm  Summer  Street. 

(The  T&.11  Street  Joui^nal  begins  a  long  front  page  article  on  the  situption 
of  the  Boston  fleece  dealers  in  this  vein,)    In  an  editorial  "IThat  Price  Wool?  the 
concluding  paragraph  reads:  "If  Congress  were  to  give  iunerican  sheep  ovmers  a  two- 
year  guaranty  of  90  percent  of  parity  it  would  be  doing  for  tbem  only  vi'hat  it  has 
done  for  the  majority  of  farmers  under  a  sufficiently    dubious  pblicy  of  interferii 
mth  a  normal  economy.    How  it  can  fairly  be  asked  to  do  far  more  for  the  v^ool- 
raising  industry  at  the  taxpayer's  expense  passes  our  comprehension," 
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From  Lexington  (Kv,)  Herald  Leader,  Mar,  20  - 

COTTOiT'S  CGHEMCIC  _  A  poll  of  planters  conducte".  "b;-  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  reveals  that  99  per  cent  of  those  questioned  "believe  that  cotton 
grov/ing  nay  hoom  again. 

Last  Year's  crop  was  picked  from  17,6  million  acres  compared  with  24  million 
acres  in  prewar  years* 

Of  the  farmers  questioned  in  the  poll  58  per  cent  expressed  the  viev/  that 
the  lat)or  shortage  was  mainly  responsible  for  the  smaller  acreage  planted  to 
cotton  during  the  last  few  yearSo 

twenty- three  per  cent  credited  the  shift  to  ■  other  crops,  hut  most  ibf  them 
"believed  that  "big  cotton  crops  are  on  the  way  "back. 

Even  the  young  farmers  can  recall  the  huge  surpluses  of  cotton  built  up  on 
the  prewar  24»mill ion-acre  plantings  and  the  difficulties  the  producers  and  the 
government  met  v/ith  in  disposing  of  them, 

A  comhination  of  war-created  demand  and  smaller  crops  finally  cleaned 
up  those  surpluses. 

Perhaps  the  farmers  had  "better  think  tvace  or  three  times  "before  going  "back 
to  those  huge  cotton  crops  which  produced  more  lint  than  the  market  could  a'bsor'b. 

The  rapid  industrialisation  of  the  South  is  :creating  a  growing  demand  for 
food  crops  and  livestock  which  may  prove  to  "be  more  profita"ble  than  surplus 
cotton  production,  ,  , 

From  Cincinnati  Times— Star.,  Apr,  19  - 

%Z  '.JHSAI  -  Barely  in  the  99-year  history  of  futures  trading  on  the  Chica.go 
Board  of  Trade  has  the  price  of  v/haat  roached  $3,    Highest  was  in  1917,  when' 
the  top  price  v/as  $3.  S5,    Tuesday  the  price  of  Harch  v;heat  briefly  topped  ':'3, 
after  having  risen  80  cents  a  bushel  since  .Febraary  1,    The  rise,  also  re- 
flected in  retail  wheat  prices,  comes  home  to  the  housev/ife  in  the  one-cent  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  a  loaf  of  bread. 

Immediate  rea-son  for  the  swift  rise  , in  wheat  futures  was  the  corner  in  v/hich 
the  short— contract  brokers  were  being  caught,    But  the  rise  in  the  price  of  cash 
wheat  is  not  due  to  a  rigged  market,  but  to  the  terrific  increase  in  forcign_ 
demand.    Last  August  the  United  States  set  an  objective  of  257,000,000  bushels 
for  export  by  July,  1947,     Tliat  goal  was  later  raised  to  350,000,000  bushclso 
This  country  has  to  make  good,  as  far  as  it  can,   the  war-created  shortages  in 
many  lands  abroad© 

'■fe  used  to  bo  the  third  largest  wheat  producer,  ranking  behind  Russia  and 
•China,    After  iEhe  late  war  had  done  xtxVn  Russia  we  led  the  procession,  '^o 

must  nov/  carry  a  gigantic  burden,  which  the  box-car  shortage  has  worsened,  '^he 
problem  would  be  far  worse,  and  more  Europeans  and  Asiatics  v/ould  be  starving 
today,  \i?ere  it  not  for  the  fact  that  our  ].ast  year' s  crop  was  an  all-time  high 
and  this  j'-car'  s  crop  promises  to  be  even  greater, 

Farmers  v;ith  long  memories  arc  thinking  back  to  the  buSt  that  follov/ed  the 
World  War  I  boom.    During  May,  1920,   the  Kansa,s  City  cash  price  averaged  32,93 
a  bushel,    Five  months  later  it  had  dropped  50  cents  and  12  months  later  to 
H5l,33,     In  December,  1932,   the  average  was  42  cents  a  bushel,  which  meant  around 
30  cents  at  the  farm, 

ITo  su.ch  bust  is  expected  tiom  or  in  the  near  future,  if  ever.     The  demand  for 
wheat  is  bound  to  continue  high  for  some  time  to  come,    Bvt  the  increase  in  wheat 
prices  is  a,  vivid  testimonial  to  the  jog  v;hich  the  United  States  is  now  doing  to 
help  feed  the  v/orld. 
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Trom  Atlanta  (&a»)  Constitution,  Har,  31  ~ 

IVSf  CAiT'T  SEiUTD  THIS  LOSS.'-  For  200  years  now  Americans  natural  Tesources 
ha"cc  made  ovurs  the  richest  land  in  the  world,  They  have  cnaolcd  our  people  to 
"build  the  highest  standard  of  living  known  in  history.     In  two  world  wars  it  v/as 
America  that  supplied  the  materials  for  victory  over  the  agressors.     So  ahundant 
were  our  natural  resources  that  our  p  e  op  le,t  hi  diking  they  were  inexhaustible,  used 
them  wastefully. 

The  day  of  reckoning  is  arriving.    One  has  only  to  drive  down  any  highvra.y 
in  Georgia  to  see  the  results  of  this  waste  and  extravagance.    Ifhile  f?,rmers 
plow  unconccrnodly  in  ncarhy  fields,  forest  fires  are  easting  up  thousands  of 
dollars  worth  of  timhor  —  timber  th.^t  is  sorely  needed  now  for  new  homes.  And 
those  fires  axe  killing  millions  of  young  trees  which  would  have  gone  into  the 
homes  of  our  children  and  grandchildren,    ^very^.'/here  the  results  of  this  neglect 
are  visible.    Even  where  fires  have  not  consumed  the  trees  they  lie  brovm  and 
crisp        dead  from  heat  of  the  flames  underneath  when  they  should  be  green  and 
growing  for  our  future  needs. 

The,  State  Forestry  Department  estimated  that  in  the  four  months  ending 
I'^arch  1,  forest  fires  destroyed  timber  worth  34,000,000,    Hundxcds  of.  thousands 
of  dolla,rs  more  have  been  lost  since  the  report  v/as  issued,    Sigaty-five  percent 
of  the  lossos  v/erc  preventable  and  40  percent  were  caused  by  deliberate  burning 
of  the  woods. 

The  time  was  when  the  loss  of  >p4,000,000  worth  of  timber  was  no  cause  for 
alarm,  for  there  were  hundreds  of  millions  worth  more,     ^oday  the  story  is 
different,    Vfe  are  using  timber  faster  than  it  is  being  grown  and  the  prospects 
for  our  lumber  supply  in  the  future  are  growing  dim,    Everytime  a  landowner  puts 
a  ma.tch  to  the  woods  he  Is  dJDpriving  some  member  of  the  coming  generation  of  a 
home,    -^nd  he  is  perhaps  depriving  the  country  of  a  vital  material  which  would 
enable  it  to  suji-vive  in  a  future  war. 

From  Watertown  (l~,Y,)  Dp.ily  Times,  Har,  31  - 

SYIiUP  CHOP  IS  STILL  LOU:  TrUL  -  The  maple  sjrup  crop  of  northern  ITow  York 
will  either  establish  a  new  record  or  will  wind  up  a  complete  lure  this  spring, 
depending  on  the  type  of  weather  to  be  experienced  here  within  the  next  three 
days,  according  to  Levi  L,  Hunt  of  the  Gouverneur  Maple  Syrup  Producers  Cooperor- 
tive.     The  producers  need  wa.rm  weather  badly,  accompanied  with  a  bountiful 
humidity.    The  number  of  trees  tapped  is  about  equa.l  to  that  of  last  year. 
Prices  have  sl::j^rockctod  to  as  high  as  o8  per  gallon.    Labor  and  fuel  are  scarce. 

From  ITcw  Orleans  Times-Pica.yune  -  Mar,  31  - 

MILIi  COOP  SLAMES  STRIICi'.S  -  The  Dairy  Farmers'  Cooperative  Association 
of  Kcntwood  repudiated  the  .milk  strike  of  union  da,ir;,Tncn  and  denounced  their  re- 
sort to  force  a;i  intimidation.    President  ¥,  P,  Wilson  of  the  Cooperative 
Association  saifl.  tliat  union ' a-ct ion  in  prccipating  the  strike  had  prevented  a 
schodulodiaccting  of  fchc  association  with  the  New  Orleans  milk  producers 
scheduled  last  Tueada^'",   
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51 ND  W)OL  GLUTS  Ifi/ORID  .IvIi\RKETS-London-There  is  too  mtich  vrool  for  glutted 
markets  to  absorb  in  a  world  in  which  millions  need  clothing,  an  international 
wool  study  group  decided, at  the  conclusion  of  a  conference  here  today.  The 
wool  surplus,  a  statement  by  the  group  said,  still  presents  a  formidable  problem. 

Last  June  governments  and  wool  dealers  were  holding  about  5,000,000,000 
pounds  of  wool..    The  study  group  estimated  that  by  next  June  these  holdings  would 
be  reduced  to  4,500,000,000  pounds — ^^still  too  much  to  allow  f)r  orderly  marketing 
vrithout  tight  controls  and  international  understandings , 

American  policies,  it  was  agreed  by  the  wool  experts  of  25  nations 
attending,  may  have  a  prpfound  hearing  on  the  vrorld  situation.    The  American 
Government,  through  the  Commodity  Credit  Corp.,  holds  more  than  4-50,000,000 
pounds  of  wool.    Selling  it  at  current  prices,  as  advocated  bj  some  American 
agricultural  leaders,  could  demoralize  markets  of  other  lands,  , 


SUPPORT  PRICE  RISE  BOLSTERS  EGG  TRADE-Receipts  43,459  cases.    Increase  in 
May  support  price  vras  having  a  bolstering  effect  upon  sentijuent  and  upon  the 
market  following  Wednesday's  declines. 


ARGENTINE  MEAT  SURPLUS  Ej\Rl':i\RKED  TOR  BRI TAIN-London-Argentina '  s  whole 
exportable  surplus  of  meat  -^nill  come  to  Great  Britain  for  the  next  few  months 
to  ease  the  shortage  resulting  from  livestock  losses  in.  this  coujitry  during  the  v 
winter,  Food  Minister  John  Strachey  said  today, 

Strachey  added,  -however,  in.  a  House  of  Commons  statement,  that  despite 
"this  most  welcome  and  helpful  gesture"  the  danger  of  a^ shortage  remains, 
because  of  the  large  number  of  cattle  lost  in  the 'floods  and  deep  snow,  _ 


HOUSE  SETS  HEARING  ON  FARM  PROGRAM-mshington-Tlie  House  Agriculture 
Committee  will  start  hearings  April  21  with  the  intention  of  providing  a  long 
range  national  farm  program  to  replace  wartime  laws. 

Chairman  Hope  (Rep.  Kan,)  announcing  the  plan,  said  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture Anderson  will  be  the  first,  witness,  followed  ]yf  the  heads  of  the  national 
farm  organizations  and  others  interest  in  farm  problems. 

The  hearings,  Mr.  Hope  said  in  a  statement,  Td.ll  be  the  most  comprehensive 
agricultural  program  discussions  in  many  years, 

Mr,  Hope  said  it  was  not  planned  to  introduce  legislation  this  session 
based  on  the  hearings  but  the  material  will  be  in  hand  on  Tfhich  the  committee 
can  recommend  long  range  policies  to  be  considered  next  session. 

The  wartime  present  farm  price  support  program  is  due  to  expire  Dec.  31, 
1948.  • 
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Prom  N.Y.:  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  A  - 

HOG  mRKET-Chicago  hog  prices  were  25c  to  75c  higher  yesterday,  with  a  top 
of  $27  compared  vdth  fe26.50  the  previous  day.    Salable  receipts  amounted  to 
4,000  head,  v:hile  3,000  went  to  packers  on  direct  consigrcrient . 


YJHEA.T  DELEGiVTES  HELD  OPTI'ilSTIC-London—Tvfo  members  oi  the  t^merican 
delegation  to  the  International  'Jieat  Conference  plan  a  quick  air  trip  to  Tashingta 
for  further  consultation  vath  the  United  States  Government  on  the  question  of 
prices  for  export  wheat,  informed  sources  said  tonight. 

The  International  wheat  Conference,  attended  by  delegates  of 
nations  trying  to  devise  methods  of  sta  ilizing  v:orld  wheat  prices  and  supplies, 
, adjourned  last  night  until  April  14. 


PACKAGE  DEIvL^ND  FOR  SUGi'iR  Il'lPROVES-Demand  for  refined  sugar  continued  to 
expand  yesterday  as  a  larger  volume;  of  ration  evidence  came  into  circulation 
since  the  new  stamp  No,  11  was  validated  for  10  pounds  on  April  1,    The  concentrat- 
ed buying  Y:as  for  package  sugars.    Thus  far,  the  buying  has  not  exteaded  to 
offshore  supplies, 

Marketwise  there  were  no  nev  developments.    Trade  interests  were  beginning 
to  discuss  possible  extension  of  the  Sugar  Pet  of  1957  which  expires  at  the  year 
end  for  another  year  in  its  present  form.    Also  there  was  some  talk  about  extension 
of  export  controls,  which  expire  on  June  30,  to  cover  shipments  of  refined  to 
European  countries  beyond  that  date. 


From  New  York  Herald  Tribune,  April  4  - 

•   ACTION  OK  SUG(it  CALLED  i3LOU  TO  FOOL  CiJ^'iMLKb-Terniination    of  sugar  controls 
by  Congress  as  of  Oct,'  31  and  its  failure;  to  provide  suilicient  sugar  for  proper 
processing  of  this  year's  crop  of  fruits  ana  vegetaoles  wnen  it  voted  such  action 
have  presented  the  nation's  food  canners  "with  a  first  rate  financial,  marketing 
and  labeling  dilemma,"  M,  L.  Toulme,  executive  vice  president  of  the  National  - 
American  T.Tiolesale  'Grocers'  Association,  declared  yesterday. 

Despite  the  warra.ngs  and  pleas  against  such  action,  backed  by  the 
unanimous  weight  of  opinion  in  the  food  industry,  Conrress  voted  early  end  of 
sugar  controls,  he  said.    In  doing  so,  Mr,  Toulme  charged.  Congress  has  "un- 
necessarily" faced  all  producers,  users,  processors  and  distributors  of  sugar 
"■with  grave  speculative  risks." 

Fi-om  T'all  Street  Journal,  April  4.  - 

CONSTRUCTION  COSTS  H^'WE  REACHED  PEAK,  53%  OF  i;OUI TRY'S  BUILDERS  SAY  -Some 
53^  of  the  country's  general  contractors  believe  that  the  peak  in  construction  costs 
has  been  reached,  according  to  a  survey  of  268  builders  made  by  the  F,V,  Dodge 
Corp,  • 

In  some  areas,  particularly  in  Nevf  England,  the  South  Alantic  states  and 
the  eastern  part  of  the  South  Central  states,  opinion  v.as  preponderant,  at  least 
tvro  to  one,  that  costs  would  rise  no  higher.    Opinion  was  general,  in  the  Pacific 
states  that  the  peak  has  not  yet  been  reached, 
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Jroiii  Lt»  Louis  (ilo.)  Post-Dispatch,  Apr,  2  - 


TAEimS  AS  A  PESSSUaS  GHOUP  ^  Editorial  -  Wheat  growers  complain  that  it 
is  not  they,  "but  the  speculators,  who  "benefit' 'whfen  wheat  rises  toward  $3,.  This 
is  only  partly  true„     The  speculators,  and  grain,  dealers  get  most  of  the  profit 
in  the  rise  in  the  price  of  last' year' s  v/heat^'  hut  the  movement  -also  affects 
the  price  of  the  crop  to  he  harvested  next  summer. 

We  have  made  the  point  that  the  puhlic  whose  taxes  suhsidize  agriculture 
and  guarantee  farmers  a  fair  price  for  crops  in  poor  times  should  he  protected 
from  runaway  infl6,tion  in  farm  prices^     Therfe  is  no  such  protection  now  and  eveiy 
time  someone  rises  in  Congress  to  -propose  that  protection  he  provided,   the  farm 
lohhy  sv/ats  him  down, 

. Judging' from  letters  we  have  received,   some  farmers  recognize  that  this  is 
wrongo     She;/  see  that  it  is  unfair  and  they  see  also  that  high  swings  in  .farm 
prices  cause  overly  large  plantings  of  the  high-priced  commodity  and  hring  a 
dangerous  reaction,  •   '  .  . 

But  the  numher  who  see  this  is  small.    Until  their  numher  increases  and 
they  hand  together  to  counteract  the  influence  of  the  more  greedy  farmers  who 
call  the  signals  for  the  farra'lohhy,  there  is  no  danger  of  speaking  too  harshly 
of  farmers  as  a  pressure  group^  ,  ' 

That  applies  not  only  to  wheat  and  cotton  farmers,  who  have 'prevented 
proper  regulation  of  the  futures  market,  hut  also  to  other  groups  mich  s.s  v;ool 
growers,  v/ho  through  tariffs  and  suhsidies  reach  into  the  consumers'  pockets 
for  a  hillion  dollars  a  year,  '  ■  • 

farmers  are  just  as  unprepossessing  a  pressure  group  as  any  other  — -  and 
far  more  powerful  than  most,     5heir  greed' can  he  co-'onteracted  only  hy  the  out- 
cry of  organized  consumers,  and  such  an  outcry  is  overdue. 

Prom  Chicago  Daily  Trihune,  Apr,  3  - 

PP.IC3S  or  COEIT,  \mA1  BBEAK  0¥E  DAY  LIMIT;  CAUSiHD  BY  MIITG  EXPOHT  lEllAITD 
-  ''iiTiaeat  futures  hroke  10  cents  a  hushcl  and  corn  8  cents  yesterday  on  the 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade  yesterday  on  selling  attrihuted  to  waning  export  demand. 

Selling  was  attrihuted  mainly  to  reports  that  April  and  May  export  commit- 
ments for  wheat  flour  "and  corn  hy  the  government  are  nearly  filled  and  to  the 
excellent  outlook  for  the  new  winter  wheat  crop,    Altho  export  sales  of  720,000 
hushels  of  corn. were  made  tc  England  and  180, 000' hushels  to  Holland  Tuesday  and 
the  government  took  365^000  hushels,   the  husihess  had.  no  effect  on  prices. 

Prom  ITew  York  Herald  Trihune.  Ai^r,  3  - 

PAiu-I  P?:ia3S  HOLD;  U,  S.   IS  SATIITG  VJSLL  BUT  AGRICULTU^L]^  DEPAETIG"T  S3j3 
20/0  PPJC3  DUO?  -  Washington'  -  Keen  American  appetites  for  plenty  of  good  food 
-  and  a  v;illingness  to  pay  for  it  —  are:' helping  to  hold  fa"^m  prices  at  high 
levels^^ 

The  Agriculture  Department  so' reported  today,  adding  that  this  heavy 
domestic  demand  is  getting  considerahle  assistance  from  expectations  that 
exports  may  he  larger  thajn.  foreseen  and  from  "speculative  ouyihg"  in  the  grain 
markets. 
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J'ro'm  ITe^i/-' York  Herald  TriDunc,  Apr,  3  - 

•SHIP.  SHORTAGE  OJTS  AEGSITTIIJE  I-GAT  AiTD  WOOL;  PATAGOl'IAIT  PACKIITG  PLAITTS  lACE 
CIOSIITG;  HALI  0?  SEASOiT' S  S:CA":iIia  UlTSOID  _  Rio  Gallogos,  Argcntinr^-Mcat-pack- 
ing  plants  dotting  Patagonia's  coast  must  curtail  or  cease  operations,  and  half 
of  the  wool  crop  in  this  vast  region  of  southern  Argentina  may  go  unsold  unless 
shipping  is  provided  immediately,  officials  here  said  today. 

•  Yool  "buyers  said' that  only  half  of  Patagonia's  1946-47  crop  (the  shearing 
season  is  in  Deccmher,  January  and  Fchruary)  has  "been  purchased,  "because  ships 
cannot  "be  provided  for  transporting  the  crop  to  v/orld  markets,    A  prominent  firm 
said  the  demand  is  great  for  Patagonian  wool,  "but  clients  in  the  United  States 
and  England  refuse  to  purchase,  it  unless  shipment  can  "be  guaranteed,  and  this  is 
impcssi'ble. 

The  Argentine  government  holds  a  monopoly  on  the  "buying  and  selling  of 
mutton  and  lamlD  and  arranges  shipping,  "but  the  goverromont  has  not  interfered  in 
the  rich  v/ool  market.     Shippers  receive  from  $3,50  to  $4,25  a  head  for  lam"bs 
and  sheep  delivered  at  the  freezer,    ¥ool  "brings  22  to  27  cents  a  pound  delivered 
on  the  heachi,. 

A3I-'T  ¥ILL  TURil  TO  ¥00L  COVERT  TO  I^CSET  ITEEDS;  LACZ  Or  OFZTR.S  0?  SJRG-E  FOR 
UlTI^ORliS  lORCES  STEP;  TO  SEEK  THREE  MILLION  YAR5S  _  The  Army  announced  yester- 
day it  v;as  "being  compelled  to  seel:  woolen  ccvert  cloth  for  uniforms  "beca.use  it 
had  hccn  una'ble.to.-o"btain  its  requirements  of  the  traditional  wool  serge  despite 
every  effort,   including  relaxation  of  its  standards  for  uniform  cloth,     The  Army 
Quartermaster  Corps  for  months  has  "been  seeking  to  o"btain  "bids  on  10,700,000 
yards  of  18  ounce  uniform  serge,  hut  even  the  lov/ering  of  standards  failed  to 
"bring  in  sufficient  amounts. 

Prom  Baltimore  Sun,  Apr,  3  - 

POOR  INDUSTRY  a^TS  RO^frT  GIT  Il-VEITTORIES  _  New  York  -  There  is  a  general 
disposition  in  the  food  industry  to  get  inventories  down  "because  of  the  imcer- 
tainty  of  fiitiure  price  levels,   Gordon       .Gor"baley,  president  of  the  Institute 
of  Pood  Distfi'bution,   said  today. 

Statin:;  that  there  is  no  panicky  atmosphere  in  cutting  down  stocks  "oy  re- 
tailers, v/holesalers  and  processors,  Cor"baley  added  that  the  industry  has  loaned 
toward  getting  inventories  in  "better  shape  since  last  Reccm"ber, 

"There  has  "been  a  feeling  that  some  prices  were  too  high  and  that  over  a 
period  of  time  some  would  come  down,  "  he  said,     "Eesp>ite  the  "bulge  in  cereal  and 
some  other  commodity  prices,   the  average  of  all  retail  food  prices'  is  easing 
downv/ard  fra.ctionally  month  "by  month," 

In  1/ashington,   the  Department  of  Agriculture  said  farm  prices  should  hold 
at  "high  levels  during  the  next  few  months,  "  ."but  repeated  its  previous  forecast 
they  wou.ld  turn  downward  during  the  second  half  of  the  year,  possi"bly  as  much  as 
twenty  per  ' cent.     That  prediction  was  said  to  he  "based  largely  upon  e:rpectation 
of  a  slight  industrial  recession  later  this  year. 


Parm  Rigest  69^^47 


-n»  t/'D/ilLY  F/^il  NEI^rS  DIGEST^*'V>,^  ^      UA  DEPARTl^IT  OF  AOIICIJLTURE 

(For  April  IZ^,  ISUl).^'"     ^X*'""^'     c.  *^^         .«j\0-fice  of  Information 

•'.   \'' .J^'      ,^\^         rtS^    \washinjrbon  25,  D.C. 

(The  nerspapers  arfd  magazines  ^atv  ^.j^LQ^n  these  a.^ricultural  items  are  taken 
are  on  file  in  Press  Service,'  R,qp'^''/i^,    Phone  "  Gene -Harris on  at  603I . )  : 
.  .... 

.From.  N.Y.  Journal  of .  Commei^ce,  ,,%)ril  1/^-  ■        •  - 

CORlM  PRICES  SAG  OI'T  LARGE  STOGKS-Most  grain'  futures' at  Chicago  were  reactionary 
on 'Saturday., mth  selling  prompted  bjr  a  reduction  in  export  allo.cations  for  June 
■  and  r^ealgiess  in  cash  markets,  ■  '    ■  „ 

-Corn  ,^g-ain.  displayed  independent  weakness  T/jith  the  bearish.' statistical 
position  for  that  grain,  upon  which  renei' ed  attention  was    focused,  oy  the  farm 
■stocks  report  Thursday  afternoon,  again  inducing'  consideraoie  selling. 

.Cliicago  wheat  closed  unchanged  to  1  '3/4  c  lo"v/er 'v/itn  the  ola  crop  I'^ay 
contract  losing  gromd  to  deferred-positions-,  a  re'versal  01  the. recent  trend. 

Thus,  I'Vith  S'ome  tapering  off  in  export  demands  in  :prospect  and 'domestic  bakers 
confing  purchases  to  mj.riimum  nearby  requirem.ents  there  was  some  tendency  to  look 
for  partial  easing  in  the  tight  cash  TTheat  situation. 

However,  study  of  available  reheat  supnlj'-  dat^  failed  to  encourage  expectations 
of  any  free  flo-v^  of  i^ieat  during  remainder  of  the  old  crop  season. 


■  ,  PHILIPPINES.  HEIviP.  LARGE,,  SAYS  US-Washington~The '  Sfate  Department  said  today 
that  there  is  enough 'rtianila  hemp  in  the  Philippines  so  that  if  it  i.-ere  fully 
utilized  and  efficiently' stripped,  the  productive  yield  co-Id  be  raised  to 
250,000,000  pounds  this  year. 

The  department  reported  that  I946  abaca  output  was  a  little 'under  110,000, 
000  pounds,  all  grades,  less  than  one  thi id  of  the  350,000,000  pound  average 
annual  prewar  production.  • 


^  URGE  ADOPTION  OF  INSECTICIDE  BILL-?feshington-.Congressi  nnal  approval  of  the 
Anaresen  bill  to  reg^alate :  interstate  shipments  01  insectLcides,  fungicides  and 
weed  killers  vras  urged  over,  the  vreekend  by- representatives  of  the  trade  and 
"spo.kegm-en  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 

The  Andresen  bill,  HR  1237  now  being  considered  by  a  subcommittee  of  the 
House  Agriciatur.e.Committee,  is  designed  to  replace  the  present  law  regulating 
econor-ic  poisons,  the  Insecticide  Act  of  I9IO. 


From  New  York  Times ,  i.pril  14  -  . 

ateadii^-last  w2e?°''  '^'t  ™  DROP-Prices  .of  cotton  continued  to  decline 
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From  St.  Paul  (Minn,)  Pioneer  Press,  Mar.  28  - 

GOOD  ilOVE  BY  TRYE  -  The  time  for  congressional  action  on  the  farm  front 
is  definitely  here,    ?arm  price  trouoles  rapidly  are  coming  to  a  head  in  this 
country,    ¥ild  fluctuations  in  agricultural  markets  signal  that  difficulties 
are  ahead,  ,  »  , 

A  new  move  made  hy  Senator  Tliye  of  Minnesota  is  the  introduction  of  a 
resolution  calling  for  establishment  of  a  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and 
the  House  to  develop  the  "basic  principles  of  permanent  farm  legislation  in 
time  for  enactment  next  year^  ,  .  « 

If  Congress  acts  in  time  on  basic  farm  legislation,  postwar  difficulties 
and  hardships  may  be  greatly  eased  for  agriculture,  consumers  and  business«, 
But  if  it  does  not,  the  conseq^uences  for  the  country  may  be  grave-^ 


From  l/aterto\im  (H„T.)  Daily  Times,  Apro  8  - 

3VI]3Y  BOY  HAS  A  CHAiTCE  -  The  poor  boy  from  the  farm  with  native  intelli- 
gence and  alert  resourcefulness  who  finally  malces  an  international  reputation 
cannot  but  be  brought  to  mind  as  the  career  of  Henry  Ford  is  considered. 
It  stands  as  a  kind  of  symbol  of  the  chance  which  belongs  to  every  bright  boy. 
It  is  characteristic  of  what  brains,  industry,  determination  can  accomplish 
in  America. 

From  St,  Paul  (Minn.)  Pioneer  Press,  Apr.  8  - 

GRAIiT  CO-OPS  PETITIOil  ICC  FOR  BOXCARS  -  The  Farmers  Union  Grain  terminal 
association  and  three  other  regional  grain  cooperatives  with  elevators  in 
Minnesota,   the  Dakotas,  Montana,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Oklahoma  and  Texas  joined 
Monday  in  petitioning  the  Interstate  Commerce  commission  in  Washington  to 
provide  more  equitable  distribution  of  box  cars  to  country  elevator s« 

The  request  was  made  for  the  cooperatives  by  Roy  F,  Eendrickson,  Washing- 
ton representative  of  the  ilational  Federation  of  Grain  Cooperatives, 

He  said  that  ICC  car  order  iTo.  244  provides  "box  cars  on  a  one  boxcar-to- 
each-elovator  rotation,  basis  when  elevators  are  filled,  irrespective  of  the 
capacity  of  the  elevator, " 

Hcndrickson  said  the  cooperatives  wanted  box  cars  alloted  on  a.  historic 
basis*    Because  of  car  shortages,  farmers,  in  mar^  instances  have  been  unable 
to  move  grain  through  their  own  cooperatively  owned  elevators.  Operations 
of  the  f pjrmcr— ovmod  elevators  "have  been  seriousl;'."  handicapped  in  recent  ,  years 
and  cons^jicuously  during  the  1946-47  season  in  the  movement  of  wheat  and  other 
grains," 

In  addition  to  "modernizing  car  order  xTo,  244"  the  cooperatives  made  tv;o 
other  recommendations:     First  —  Improve  the  turn-around  time  of  box  cars. 
Second  —  More  equitable  regional  distribution  of  box  cars  between  eastern 
and  western  railroads. 
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From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  Apri^,,.*^^  •,  ■  -  \  '  •  ■ 

CORN  PRICES  SAG  ON  LARGE  STOCKS-Most  grain  futures  at  Chicago  were  reactionary 
on  Saturday  with  selling  prompted  by  a  red-action  in  export  _ allcjicatioris  for  June 
and  weakness  in  cash  markets.  .     ■  . 

Corn  again  displayed  independent  weakness  vdth  the  bearish  statistical 
position  for  that  grain,  upon  whiLch  reneved -attention  was'   focused  oy  the  farm 
stocks  report  Thursday  afternoon,,  again  inducing  considerable  selling. 

Cliicago  wheat  closed,  unchanged  to-  1  3/4  c  lower  v.-xtn  the  ola  crop  I'-xay 
contTact  losing,  ground  to  deferred  posit  ions,'  a  reversal'  oi  the  recent  trend. 

Thus,  TJith  ^some  "tapering  off  in  export  demands  ia  prospect  and  domestic  bakers 
confing  purchases  to  mnimum  nearby  requirem.ents  there  was  some  tendency  to  look 
for  partial  easing  in  the  tight  cash  a^heat  situation.  ..      -  ■•■ 

However,  study  of  a\7ailable  wheal:  supolj'"  data  failed  to  encourage  expectations 
of  any  free  flov;  of  vdieat  during  rem.ainder  of  the  old  crop  gefeson. ' 


PHILIPPINES  HEIvIP  LARGE,  SAYS  US-LJ'ashihgton-The  St.ate  Department  said  today 
that'  there  is  enough  manila-hemp  in  the  Philippines  "so  that  if  it  i-ere  fully- 
utilized  and  efficiently  stripped,  the  productive  yield  could  be  raised  to 
250,000,000  pounds  this' year. 

The  department  reported  that  1946  abaca  output  T:as  a  little,  under  110,000^- 
000  pounds,  all  grades,  less  than  one  th:l  ri  of  the  350,000,000  pound  average 
annual  prev-ar  production.  ;  . 


URGE  ADOPTION  OF.  INSECTICIDE  BILL-lfeshington-Congressi  nnal  "approval  of  the 
Andresen  bill  to  regulate  interstate,  shipments  of  insecticides,  fungicides  and 
weed  killers  was  urged  over  the  vfeekend  by,  representatives  bf  the  trade  and 
spokesm.en  "f or  the  Departr.>ent  of  Agriculture,  ' 

The  Andresen  bill,  HR  1237  now  being  considered  .by  a  subcomraittee  of  the 
House.  Agr.iculture  Gom:rdt/t.ee,  is  designed  to  replace  the  present  law  regulating 
economic  poisons,  the  Insecticide  Act  of  I9IO,  .  '  • 


From  N-3W  York  Times,  ,-.pril  14  - 


PRICES  OF  GOTTON  GONTINiI?:;  TO  DROP-Prices  of  cotton  continued  to  decline 
S-teadilv  last  week.    At  the  clpse^of^trading  on  Saturdav  active  futures  on  tbe 
S^^?5?^S^Cotton  Exchange  were  73  to  Q7  points  under  the'  final  levels  of  ffie 
preceding  week,  wnen  net  losses  of  41  to  82  points  had  been  registered. 

The.  m.arket's  weakness  last  week  Was  attributed ..princinally- to  diminished 
demand  from  mills, ,  apparently  affected  by  slackened" business  in  the  textile 
markets,  and  indications  of  buyer  resistance  of  high  prices  of  goods. 
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Prom  St.  Paul  (Minn.)  Pioneer  Press,  Mar.  28  - 

GOOD  MOVE  BY  THYE  -  The  time  for  congressional  action  on  the  farm  front 
is  definitely  here,     ?arm  price  troubles  rapidly  are  coming  to  a  head^in  this 
country,    ¥ild  fluctuations  in  agricultural  markets  signal  that  difficulties 
are  ahead,  ,  »  , 

A  new  move  made  "by  Senator  Tl^ye  of  Minnesota  . is  the  introduction  of  a 
resolution  calling  for  establishment  of  a  Joint, committee  of  the  Senate  and 
the  House  to  develop  the  basic  principles  of  permanent  farm  legislation  in 
time  for  enactment  next  year,  ,  ,  » 

If  Congress  acts  in  time  on  basic  farm  legislation,  postv;ar  difficulties 
and  hardships  may  be  greatly  eased  for  agriculture,  consumers  and  businesso 
But  if  it  does  not,  the  consequences  for  the  country  may  be  grave^ 


Prom  "^aterto\im  5  Dally  limes,  Apro  8  - 

2\nZllT  BOY  HAS  A  CHMTCE  -  The  poor  boy  from  the  farm  with  native  intelli- 
gence and  alert  resourcefulness  who  finally  mal<:es  an  international  reputation 
cannot  but  be  brought  to  mind  as  the  career  of  Henry  Pord  is  considered. 
It  stands  as  a  kind  of  symbol  of  the  chance  which  belongs  to  every  bright  boy. 
It  is  characteristic  of  what  brains,  industry,  determination  can  accomplish 
in  America.  ■  .: 

Prom  St,  Paul  (Minn,)  Pioneer  Press,  Apr,  8  -  ' 

GEAIIT  CO-OPS  PETITION  ICC  POP  BOXCARS  -  The  Parmers  Union  C-rain  Terminal 
association  and  three  other  regional  grain  cooperatives  with  elevators  in 
Minnesota,   the  Dakotas,  Montana,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Oklahoma  and  Texas  joined 
Monday  in  petitioning  the  Interstate  Commerce  commission  in  Washington  to 
provide  more  equitable  distribution  of  box  cars  to  country  elevator s« 

The  request  was  made  for  the  cooperatives       Roy  P,  Eendrickson,  Washing- 
ton representative  of  the  iTa,tional  Pederation  of  Grain  Cooperatives, 

He  said  that  ICC  car  order  iTo,  244  provides  "box  cars  on  a  one  bo?:car-to- 
each-elcvator  rotation,  basis  when  elevators  are  filled,  irres]:)ectivc  of  the 
capacity  of  the  elevator, " 

Hcndrickson  said  the  cooperatives  wanted  box  cars  alloted  on  a  historic 
basis*    Because  of.  car  shortages,  fa,rmers,   in  many  instances  have  been  unable 
to  move  grain  through  their  own  cooperatively  o\med  elevators.  Operations 
of  the  fojrmer— owned  elevators  "have  been  seriously  handicapped  in  recent  years 
and  conspicuously  during  the  1945-47  season  in  the  movement  of  wheat  and  other 
grains, " 

In  addition  to  "modernizing  car  order  I'lo,  244"  the  cooperatives  made  two 
other  recommendations:     Pirst  —  Improve  the  turn-around  time  of  box  carso 
Second  —  More  equitable  regional  distribution  of  box  ca.rs  between  eastern 
and  western  railroads. 
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(The  newspapers  and  magazines  from  which  these  agricultural  itens  are  taken 
are  on  file' in  Press  Service,  Room  4.14A.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at^  6031) 

From  New  York  Journal'  of  Commerce,  April  17  - 

FMM  SUPPORT  -HELD  .K30D  PRICE  CURE;  ^IJDEKSOK  STATES  SUBSIDIES  ASSURED  HtGH 
P^^TE  OFPRODUCTIO'^I-Was'hiVi^^on-Secretarjr  of  Agriculture  Anderson  was  quoted  by 
his  office  yesterday  as  -believing  that  the  Govidrnment '  s  farm  price  support  program 
has  prevented  higher  food  costs  than  novr-  prevail  because  it  encouraged  high 
level  of  production,' 

In  informal  comments,  given  to  newsmen  by  an  aide,  Anderson  was  quoted  as 

adding: 

"The  Administration's  v/hole  effort  since  Pearl  Kprbor— Dec.  7,  1941 — has 
been  to  hold  food  prices  at  a  reasonable  level,       .  • 

'<To  this  end,  farmers  were  assured  that  prices  of  specified  commodities 
would  be  supported- for'- two  years  following  tile  end  of  hostilities,  but  this^ 
assurance  was  specifically  and  in  fact  offset"  to  the  price  control  It^gisiation 
as  indicated  by  its  inclusion  in  the  Stabilization  Act  approved  Oct.  2,  1942." 


U.S.  ASKS  U.K.  CUT-TAiRIFt'  ON  T0:.--.GCO-Gbneva-Mint.irop  Dr.jv.n,  chairman  of  the 
U.S.  Trade  Agreement  Comm.ittee,  said  today  Araerica  has  callt,d  upen  Britain 
to  reduce  its  tariffs  on  tobacco,  among  other  importa.nt  comjnodities. 


From  New  York''-Times ,  Ajrril  17  - 


BRITAIN  -EXPECTED  TO  CUT  KER  FOOD  II-.'IPORT; 


ondon-All  sims  today  pointed 


to  cuts  in  Britaj.n's  food.  imp")orts .  This  in  turn  m.ay  mean  rc^ductions  in  the  mi  eager 
food  rations  and  the  lowering  of  the  British  standard  of  ].ivj.ng, 

Hugh  Dalton,  Chancellor  of  the  S^.chequer,  f oreshadov;ed  it  in  his  budeet  s^'e-rch 
yesterday  Mhen  he  said,  "Our  import  program  must  be  severely  limited  and  much  of 
this  will  be  disagreeable,"    He  also  Y/arned  -that  huge,  subsidies  of  nearly  f300,- 
000,000  to  keep  food  prices  doTTi  could  not  b{,  continued  indefinitely. 


From  Fall  Strieet,  Journal,  April  17  - 

MSRICAN  SUG.vR.  m  SHOV  IliiPROVSD  DELIVERIES  IF  1947-ilemington-M8ltings  and 
deliveries  o.f  sugar  .by  American  Sugar  Refining  "Co.  this  year  viall  be  m^uch  better 
than  in  1946  becauuse.of  increased  allotments  allowed  by  the  Government,  it 
was  stated  by  Joseph  F,  Abbott,  president,  [ 


{  t  A.>  R  A  R  Y 
;  r.  ^--x^r  t'i^-r  tecokd 
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From  Lancaster  (Pa.)  Intelligencer  Journal,  Apr,  d  - 

SITUA'TIOil  AIDS  miRYIII]!!  -  "The  improved  outlook  for  dairy  feed  is 
encouraging  to  the  dairyman, "  according  to  David  F,  Harnish,  president  ef  the 
Lancaster  County  Ayrshire  Breeders  Association,  in  reviewing  the  present— day 
trends, 

"Better  feed  conditions  should  enahle  the  dairj^Tnan  not  only  to  do  his  jo"b 
"better  in  1"47  than  he  did  in  1946,  "but  it  should  help  him  to  raise  his  calves 
and  heifers  hetter  so  that  in  the  future  his  tools  will  "be  still  more  efficient 
than  they  have        in  the  past, "  Harnish  added, 

"I'/e  as  dairymen  must  realize  the  "better  we  care  for  our  dairy  herds,  the 
"better  they  will  care  for  us, 

From  Baltimore  Sun,  Apr,  13  - 

SIA3H  in  FOOD  PRICES  URS3D  BY  U.   S.  GI^GCISS;  .ATIOITAL  G-HOUP  A3IS  70,000 
l-im;B2HS  TO  i;OKK  rOH  'R:jAS01L\3L:S  LE^THIS'  -  Cldcago  -  The  National  Association 
of  Retail  G-rocers  advised  President  Truman  today  it  had  called  on  its  nearly 
70,000  raemhers  to  work  with  suppliers  to  "bring  food  prices  down  to  "reasona."ble 
levels,  " 

At  the  same  time,  the  National  Association  of  ^-etail  Meat  Dealers  announced 
.it  "continuously"  had  "been  urging  its  mGm"bers  to  hold  meat  prices  to  "lov/est 
possi'ble  levels"  and  the  American  Keat  Institute  reported  a  record  production 
of  "beef  last  month  already  has  resulted  in  price  reductions  to  "attractive 
levels," 

The  American  Meat  Institute  said  a  check  of  wholesale  meat  prices  showed 
an  average  decline  of  about  ten  percent  from  prices  prevailing  a  month  ago 
and  a"bout  tv/enty  per  cent  "below  the  price  peak  reached  after  the  removal  of 
OPA  price  controls  last  0cto"b^r, 

The  Institute  said  variotis  "beef  and  pork  cuts  were  now  "good  "buys  almost 
ajiy\-/here,  " 


From  Boston  (Mass,)  G-lo'be,  Apr,  2  - 

/      QALLIITG  ALL  GASDSilERS  i  ^  Home  gardens  played  a  notable  part  in  the  intense 
struggle  for  production  during  the  war  years  in  America^     They  were  responsi'ble 
for  a  tremendous  portion  of  the  national  food  supply.     Thus  they  helped  to  take 
an  appreciable  burden  of  consumer  demand  from  the  farms,  enabling  the  latter 
to  /concentrate  more  singlemindedly  upon  the  gigantic  Job  of  meeting  war  demands^ 

As  things  look  at  present,  both  from  the  standpoint  of  the  governmont's 
relief  programs  in  foreign  lands  and  from  the  much  mora  acutely  realized  facts 
of  domestic  food  prices  from  the  Atlantic  seaborad  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the 
foresighted  householder  will  be  wise  if  he  plans  as  large  a  home  garden  as  he 
can  raa,nage,  comfortably,  v;ith  the  help  and  means  at  his  disposal. 
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EDITORIAL  CROSS  SECTIOK 


iVom  the  Journal  of  Coirhnerce,  iTew  York,  Apr,  16  - 

ARE  rOOD  PRICES  COMIiia  EOl-vl'?  -  The  G-overment  has  been  hlaraed  x''or  pushing 
food  prices  up  Tdv  its  support  operations,    A  good  deal  of  this  criticism  is 
not  justified,    Actually,  the  great  majority  of  farm  products  are  far  a"bove 
these  floor  levels.    Active  price  support  operations  have  "been  carried  out  only 
in  a  few  cases,  the  most  important  instance  Ijeing  potatoes. 

The  G-bvernmcnt  stepped  up  its  overseas  relief  shipments  from  275,000,000 
to  400,000,000  hushels  in  March,  when  supplies  on  hand  were  near  their  seasonal 
low  iDoint,    Had  the  purchases  "been  made  last  fall  when  stocks  on  hand  xirere  maich 
larger,  the  effect  would  have  "been  far  less  spectacular*. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  still  expects  farm  prices  to  soften  as  new 
crops  come  to  market,  ,  »  ,    The  comTsination  of  large  crops  and  some  consumer 
resistance  to  high  prices  could  bring  about  a  material  fall  in  the  average  level 
of  food  prices  between  now  and  the  end  of  the  year. 


From  Atlanta  (Ca.)  Constitution,  Apr,  IS- 
LET'S AVOID  A  'BUST'  -  Let  us  assume  a  beneficent  philanthropist  were  to 

announce  that  due  to  the  high  cost  of  food  he  was  going  to  give  to  every  man, 

woman  and  child  in  the  country  an  even  $1,000, 

It  v/ould  not  at  all  moan  any  more    food  for  each  man,  \;oman  and  child. 
There  is  only  so  much  food. 

The  extra  money  would  simply  mean  eggs  would  go.  to  about  $5  per  dozen  and 
broad, 'meat  and  milk  to  levels  as  astronomical. 

Pood  prices  currently  are  high  for  the  reason  that  we  are  helping  peoples 
of  starving  countries,  and,  too,  because  the  Spring  crops  have  not  yet  bcgim 
to  come  ih  here  and  abroad.    When  thoy  do  prices  will  decline. 

That  is  a  great  oversimplification  of  it,  and  by  no  means  the  whole  story, 
but  if  i'^  the  basic  story. 


Prom  Star-Tclcgram,  Port  Worth,  Tex,,  Apr,  1  - 

PiPlE  OIT  THE  PARM  -  It  is  economical  to  clean  up.     It  saves  dollars.  Last 
year  the  loss  by  fire  to  American  farmers  was  more  than  $100,000,000,  T}.iat 
v;ould  have  paid  for  a  lot  of  cleaning  up.    And  then,  there's  the  hospital  bill 
for  several  thousands  who  burned  by  the  flames.  _ That  amounts  to  other  millions 
—  besides  the  pain  suffered  by' the  flro  victims, 

"Clean  up  —  don't  burn  up,"  is  good  advice. 


Prom    Kansas  City  Times,  Apr,  9  -  , 

GOIxTG  IlITO  PRICES  -  At  some  time,  and  it  v;ould  be  better  soon,  industry 
mast  be  content  with  fair  profits  and  labor  with  fair  wages.     Then  with  abundant 
production  the  price  situation  will  be  adjusted  at  more  normal  and  less  hurtful 
levels. 
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Trom  the  Herald,  Lexington,  Ky, ,  Apr»  3  -  ' 

HSAL  HLLP  ^0  ?Arai]RS  ~  There  has  "been  intelligent  statesmanship  on  the 
part  of  Kentucky  members  of  Congress  from  "both  parties  and  all  totacco  states, 
Rcproscnta,tivcs  from  totacco  states  met  v;ith  Secrdtai?y  of  Agricultuire  Anders on« 
Thc^r  discussed  foreign  markets  for  tooacco,  •'  ■ 

For  the  first  time,  apparently,  flue-cured  and  "burlcy  tolDacco  spoliesraen  r>,re 
in  agreement  in  regard  to  foreign  markets,     Flue-curod  tobacco  representatives 
nov/  arc  realizing  that  v;hen  blended  tolDacco  is  used  a  pomid  of  one  is  sold  for 
every  poimd  of  the  other  variety.     This  may  not  apply  to  the  market  in  England 
"but  will  apply  to  markets  developed  in  the  rest  of  3urope, 


Prom  the  ITev;  York  Times,'  Apr.  13  — 

SAVIHC-  TH3  SOIL  ~  A  recent  announcement  from  the  Soil  Conservation  Service 
of  the  Department  of  Agriciilture  emphasizes  ti>/o  important  points,    Tirst,  efforts 
to  save  the  nation's  topsoil  are  making  progress;  second,  "v/e  still  have  a  con- 
3idera,l)le  distance  to  go.    The  statistics  of  the  past  are  soher  rea-'dng.  The 
Service  estimates  that  hetv/een  1895  and  1930  a  full  million  acres  of  topsoil 
were  lost  each  year;  that  more  than  50  ^^ercent  of  the  country's  farmlands  have 
t  "been  ds-maged  to  some  degree  hy  wind  or  ivater  erosion;  tha.t  the  coat  has  "been 
a"bout  fo\ir  "billion  dollars  annually/. 

Since  1930  the  rate  of  damage  has  "been  slovred  to  approximately  half  a 
million  acres  a  year,  ,  ,      A  significant  victory  for  the  conservationists 
came  in  1935  when  the  Congress  pa-ssed  the  Soil  Conservation  Act  and  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service  was  made  a  part  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Since 
that  date  1,^50  Soil  Conservation  Districts  have  "been  organized.     The  districts 
are  run  "by  the  participating  farmers,    Uearly  four  million  of  the  approximately 
six  million  farms  in  the  United  States  now  "belong  to  the  districts.  Through 
cooperative  arrangem.ent s  farmers  can  hire  machines  for  terracing,  draining  and 
contouring.     Soil  Conservation  Service  e:q5erts  and  farmers  plan  strip- cropping, 
irrigation,   cover  cropping,  gully  planting  and  restoration  of  eroded  fields. 

The  restoration  of  farmland-  is  a  world  pro"blcm,    ?ood  is  funda-mcntal  to 
a  peaceful  world,     Sfforts  to  save  the  soil  must  go  fori/ard  to  a  successful 
conclusion. 

From  Gro.nd  Junction  (Colo,)'  Sentinel,  Apr,  3  - 

SITGAH  SHORTAGE  A  CIiA-LL:]i;GS  -  Despite  Americans'"  devotion  to  the  old  law 
of  supply  and  demand,  there  is  great  satisfaction  over  congress'  decision  to 
continue  ijrice  and  distri"bution  controls  over  sugar,  so  that  each  of  us  v/ill 
have  a  fair  chance  at  the  apparently  limited  supply  that  will  "be  availa'ole  . 
during  the  rest  of  this  year.  Under  the  new  legislation,  the  sugar  controls 
that  v/ould  have  expired  Monday  midni.'^ht  have  "been  extended  until  Octooer  31* 

The  knov/n  scarcity  of  sugar  the  world  around  suggests  there  will  "be  as 
great  dema.nd  for  sugar  next  year  as  there  is  today.    This  situation  should 
challenge  Ucstcrn  Slope  su,.  .ar  "beet  growers  to  expand  their  acreages. 
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(The  neivspapers  and  magazines  fro^.  which  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  }7oon  a/A.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I.) 

From  New  York  Journal  of  Comerce,  Arril  11  -  ' 

optd.:iff?nf^tf  r  '^^r-'-^'"^  EARLI  ;jMS-.feshington-Govern..ent  officials  are  now 
?^nm  nm    ^  forecasting  a  domestic  flaxseed  crop  .this  s^cr  exceed^n^.  the 
5,000,000  acre  goal  set  t^.  the  Department  of  ■/.griciolture  Irst  i^vprnher 

rr^ce  set^'b^TnA"';  '^f  ^  ^i^'^^polis  basis,"  support 

pr.ce  set  b/  UoDA  Jan.  10,  and  the  feeling  that  a  wide  open  market  aw-^iio  the 

summer  crop,  farmers  m.ay  yet  increase  ulantings  this  soring,  '  accordfr:.  to 

agriculture  and  comerce  officials.      "  ^            accorain.  to 

T^.r.  °^  ^^'^  ^^^'^^^  ^^^2  and  oils  section  of  the  Gomjiierce 

p?icf"wSle'r'r?"-''t'         "f"'^^  W  settle  at  the  $6  Goverr^ent  floor 
price,  wnile  Gus  Geissler,  head  of  USDA's  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corp 

s™"™  the  market  >nlll  stabilize  at  $6.25  throughout  the 


From 


'.all  Street  Journal,  April  11  - 


The  pZv^T      °™  -^^l"^  F  ^^''^  ESTIKTED  AT  750,000  LOMG  TOBS-i,ashin,to„- 
ihe  Philippine  copra  industry  has  nade  a  remarkable  recovery  since  the  end  ol 
the  v,ar,  and  rail  produce  750,000  len„-  tons  this  year. 

report  to'thfSt*\'  '"f  ""^'^i'  °'  ""^  '■*^*'=  -«Part.,.„nt,  .,a5  contained  in  a 
t^ilerican  E^t^ifi^'^y  agricultural  oiiicial  attached  to 

of  copra  fr™  the  Slands  ^J^te  "^r       ^oonstra,  said  exports 

of  foodstuffs.    ThL^e'de^eSLe^t  Z:;f?Z:^^Jf^,  ^  ''^ 

copra  production.    Outpx.t  in-1946  -:as '  6^0,000''* onf  S  "s  seated"'' 


From  Nmi  York  Tjjoes,  April  11  -  ■ 

DiaRYMEM  MLL  FIGHT  1  CENT  CIIT  TH  utt^  i>i  •  , 

in  the  farT..  price  of  nilk  ^n  St  5^^^         ^  '  <3"^^* 

cooperative  -3seciation;\^,va7annoi:oed^,St"£day'' 

Of  uis^^Sndr'Sto^ndf '?c'?oSS/t1"rM'^^=^tV^^^  ^-^^  P^i- 
H.  Rathbun,  the  league  presWent!  statanent  from  the  office  of  Henr^ 

W  cents'a -hundred  nfu^dfinlhc ■  announced  a  reduction  of 

on  V.ednesday!  ^  -'^"^  °^  "^^^         "'is  area  in  Washington 
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Prom  ITev/  Orleans  Timec-Picayuhe,  Apr.  3  - 

PAHl-l  TLCHillCAL  PHOBLUMS  AIIEI)  -  State  College,  Miss.  -Expansion  of  ar-ricul- 
tural  engineering  and  farm  management  activity  in  research,  extension  v/ork  and 
teaching  was  advocated  "by  a  group  of  Mississippi  agricultural  leaders  who  atten- 
ded the  farm  technology  rnd  farm  nanagement  conference  at  Mississippi  State 
college  Tuesday, 

The  group  urged  that  the  practical  he  stressed  in  every  phase  of  the  pro- 
gram,  that  fe.rm  management  prohlems  of  research,   such  "as  profitahle  livestock 
and  "building  lonits,  he  made  practical. 


SEI1AT2  APPROVES  EXTEiTSXOIT  OP  CCC  -  Washington  -  The  Senate  gave  unanimous 
approval  on  a  voice  vote  today  to  a  one-year  extension  of  the  Government' s 
Commodity  Credit  Corp,,  until  June  30,  1948, 

The  legislation  nov/  goes  to  the  House, 

This  is  the  agency  that  has  financed  most  of  the  crop  loan    and  price-sup- 
port farm  programs  in  recent  yeaxs.     It  has  a  borrowing  authority  of  $4,500,000,- 
000. 

Prom  Manchester,  IT.  H,  ,  Union,  Apr,  7  - 

BETTER  SPUDS  POR  BIGG-EI-:  TRAlS  -  Better  potatoes,   to  increase  demand,  and 
disposal  of  25  percent  of  the  crop  for  "byproducts,  were  discussed  at  the  annual 
supper  meeting  of  potato  grov/ers  and  shinpers  at  the  Farm  and  Home  Week  of  the 
University  of  Maine,  at  Oronc  recently.     Better  potatoes  are  needed  to  check  a 
downward  trend  in  per  capita  consiimption  and  a  possible  distribution  01  compet- 
ing products. 

Possibility  of  continuing  price  supports  after  1948  x/as  also  discussed,  A 
chain  store  representative  told  the  meeting  that  fresh  vegetables  provide  the 
stores  with  the  best  present— day  opportunity  for  improvement. 

Prom  Grand  Ra2pids,  Mich»,  Press,  Apr,   7  - 

LEAP  LETTUCE  TESTS  ASKED;   GROi\ERS  UAET  VARIETY  POR  EACH  SSASOII  -  East 
Lansing  ~  Michigan  State  college  plant  breeders  have  been  requested  to  develop 
leaf  lettuce  varieties  for  each  season  of  the  year, 

John  Holwerda  cf  Grand  Rapids,  president  of  Michigan  Greenhouse  Vegetable 
Growers  association,   reported  there  is  no  all-seascn  variety  on  the  market. 

The  grov/ers'   spokesm.an  pointed  out  that  more  research  is  needed  in  the 
fertilization  01  both  hothouse  and  outdoor  tomatoes,  Hclwerda  stated  he  believed 
that  fall,  winter  and  spring  plantings  require  different  treatments. 

Prom  Chicago  Tribune,  Apr.  10  -  .  ' 

PLAIITS  STATES  LEAL  MTIOiJ  IM  CATTLE,  IfflEAT  _  Topeka,  Kans,  -  I^own  on  the 
lov/cr  end  of  Main  St,,  among  the  harness  shops,   farm  machinery  sales  lots  and 
the  spicily  fragrant  seed  stores,   is  one  of  the  best  places  to  learn  about 
Kansas  and  the  central  northwest  tier  of  wheat  and  cattle  states. 

Today  the  plains  region  lepods  the  nation  in  beef  cattle,  and  it  Di-^oduccs 
more  than  half  of  the  nation' s  wheat.     The  only  %ropcan  analogy  to  the  American 
plains  is  found  in  the  Russian  steppes,  and  from  the  steppes  came  the  seed  that 
brought  final  settlcm.cnt  and  prospcu- ity  to  the  plains. 
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DAILY  l^ARK  NMS  DIGEST 


,  IL  ii  B  R  A  R  ^.S;.  DEPARTMT  OF  ACHICULTURE 

/  ^  (For  April  l6,  1947)      |1  CUSJ^gffY  SE«!Ai"  RF.CC«?n       Office  of  Information 

C                                             r  ,                  "       '  >      Washington  25,  D.C,  ■ 

■  ■  Af^R-j'S  1947  " 

(The  neviTspapers  an4  ma^zines  from  v^hich  these  agricultiaral  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service/' Room  414A.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I.) 

From  Chicago  Daily  Tribune,  April  I6  - 

HOGS  DECLINE  AGAIN,  RALLY  IN  LATE  TRADE-The  mlarket  for  hogs  established 
a  new  12  weeks'  average  low  price  at  the  stock  yards  yesterday,  out  strengthened 
near  the  close  on  reports  that  farmers  -in  many  parts  of  the  country  had 
curtailed  shipments  because  of  recent  price  cutting. 

The  average  for  the  entire  session  was  40  cents  lower  at  5^23.35  a 
hundred  pounds,  loTfest  since  ^an.  23,  ana  *3.40  unaer  the  record  high  of  late 
February, 


From  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  16  - 

ALL  GRAIN  PUTURES  REGISTER  ADVMCES-After  fluctuating  indecisivelv  during 
much  of  the  session  grain  futures  moved  upward  during  late  dealings  at  Chicago 
yesterday  aided  by  a  partial  recovery  in  cash  m.arkets,  reports  of  renewed  C^C 
bTTTuqg  on  corn  and  unfavorable  weather  for  spring  seeding  operations.  ' 

COTTON  ADVAICES  ON  P^JNS  IN  SOUTH-Cotton  futures  shot  up  more  than  ^^1 

?oS^^t?:rSch^gf™ste^S;^         -  -  ^^^^ 

The  outlook  for  further  tightening  of  supplies  of  cotton  th^s  season 

irco^ef I.TLVl""^"^."'^'  ^^^'^^'^  Central'Ba;;k  Jf'cMna 

to  cover  230,000  bales  of  cotton  registered  for  shipment  before  June  30. 

From  I'lall  Street  Journal,  April  ly  _  •  '  "   .  ' 

'yesL^lr^'!:^  OFF  1  CMIT-Spot^butter  prices  declined  1  cent  a  pound 
yesteraay  on  the  local  l^^ercantile  EKchange,  Dealings  were  on  a  sr.;all  scale  .  ith 

SSLl^iS;rtf fJnd'b^ers!'''  "'"'^  '"^^^  '^^^^^  '''' 

cent.    ^  ^^"^"^"^       ^"^^  ^  ^^.^t-    ^  butter  traded  at  63 J,  off  1 


^COPRA  COCONUT  Oil' PRICES  DECLEFE-Sharp  d^clin-^  -in  \^ 
coconut  oil.  have  been  recorded  reopntl.^    .^ll  '^^'^"^f-^^ ^-^v P^^-ces  lor  copra  and 

a  slow  cons^er  demand  ^^t^^^  Tl^V^ ^^'^'.'^'^^''''  ^'^'^^S 
price  levels.    Copra  is  offered  at T^^J  r.!^    ^    s.del.nes  aT.:aiting  still  lower 
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From  ¥ilkes— Barre  (Pa, )  Times- Leader  Hews,  Apr,  4  - 

PIAiSS  TO  SPHAY  DDT  IIT  AHILA.  TO  ^iTEPS  OUT  TIE  GYPSY  MOTH-  In  progress  for 
the  past  14  years,  the  "battle  to  wipe  out  the  destructive  gypsy  moth  cater- 
.pillar  in  Pennsylvania,  will  te  presujned  locally  on  next  week  when  airplanes 
v;ill  again  "be  brought  into  play  in  the  s-oraying  of  DDT  over  the  forest  regions, 

Word  from  the  gypsy  moth  headquarters  on  Forth  River  street  today  v/as  to 
the  effect  that  three  planes  are  expected  in  here  over  the  week-end  for  spray- 
ing pvirposes  and,  included  in  the  area  to  "be  treated  are  sections  of  Jenldns, 
Bear  Creek,  Buck  and  Plains  Townships, 

A  goal  of  70,000  acres  has  "been  set  up  for  treatment  this  year  by  the 
State  and  Federa.1  "bureaus  of  plant  industry,  Miles  Horst,  State  AgricultTire 
Secretary  said. 

Last  year's  total  was  54,000  acres  (one  poiind  of  DDT  per  acre),  when  as 
high  as  five  planes  were  in  operation  at  one  time.  In  three  years  more  than 
60,000  acres  have  "been  treated  with  DDT, 

Prom  Boston  (Mass.)  Christian  Science  Monitor,  Apr,  4  - 

BL-QS-IIOLD  CHEESE  PRODUCED  BY  SOUTH  CAR0LIi"A.  COLLEGE  -  The  production  of 
"bluG-mold  cheese  ~-  a  su"bstitute  for  Roquefort  —  is  ahout  to  "be  launched 
commercially,  providing  a  new  industry  for  the  mountain  counties  of  South: 
Carolina  and  Georgia. 

As  far  iDack  as  five  years  ago,  the  first  "blue-mold  cheese  was  produced 
experimentally  in  the  deep  tunnel  of  StuDTphcuse  Mountain  near  here, 

Tlie  experiments  continued.    But  shortages  during  the  war  were  not  con- 
ducive to  commercial  exploitation,    Kow  the  Clcmson  College  Diary  department 
has  formed  a  co-operative,  "bought  Stumphouse  Mountain,  and  the  enterprise  is 
ready  to  "be  launched, 

Clcmson  College  will  manufacture  the  hluc  'mold  necessary  in  the  production 
of  the  cheese. 

The  "basic  chdcse  is  simple  enough  to  make.    Aging  and  curing  have  always 
"been  the  pro"blem.     In  the  sandstone  caves  of  Erance  the  process  is  inexpensive. 
Constant  temperature  and  humidity  are  provided  "by  nature.     To  provide  them 
artificially  would  Tdc  very  expensive.    Over  a  century  ago  an  effort  vra-s  made  to 
bore  a  tunnel  through  Stumphouse  Mountain  to  provide  a  rail  route  from  Charles- 
ton to  the  West,     The  dairy  scientists  at  Clcmson  College  conceived  the  idea 
of  experimenting  with  "blue  mold  cheese  in  the  abandoned  tunnel.  Temperature 
in  the  deep  tunnel  was  found »to  be  fairly  constant  the  year  around. 

Prom  Manchester  (II,  H, )  Union,  Apr,  5  - 

r,  H,   TO  JOIN  VT.  MAPLE  RESEARCH;  EiCFECTED  TO  E^LP  SUPPOP.T  PPJJSEl'T  STUDIES 
AS  PRODUCERS  SUGGEST  _  The  University  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  University  of 
Vermont,  it  is  expected,  will  begin  working  on  a  program  of  joint  svipport  of 
extensive  research  study  in  the  maple  sugar  industry. 

The  unanimpuB  recommendation  by  the  IT,  H,  Maple  Producers'  association 
says  that  Hew  Haii5)Shire  should  not  duplicate  the  broad  program  underway  in 
Vermont,  the'  Ho,  1  maple  state  of  the  nation,  but  rather  should  cooperate  in 
it  and  help  support  it. 


Farm  Digest  775-47 


eserve 

!^  .^iT^-^r b;iily  f.;.ri.:  nfj'-s  digest 

(For  April  11,  1947) 


U.S.  DEliiiirtiEKT  OF  jaGFaCULTUKE 
Uliice  of  liiiorruation 
'v.abhirit^ton.  jj.G. 


taken  ^re'on'f???'''''p!''^  magazines  from  which  these '  agricultural  items  are 
taken  .re  on  file  3.n  Press  Service,  Room  ZJ^.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I.)  . 

From  Neiv  York  Journal  of  Gomerce,  Auril  11  - 

SEE  FLAXSEED  CPOP  /.BOVF  FARTy  --ruo  w^^u-  ^   '  • 

optimistically  forecPstinf.  ^    t^^^^^^^^^^^  are  now 

non  nnr  t       ^°^&casting  a  domestic  flaxseed  crop  this  sujTncl-- exceed^'np-  thr 
5,000,000  acre  goal  set  hy  the  Department  of  •A^.riculture  L-t  ioC^m-er 

~  ^^^^e^'^-fl.''^  feeling,  that  a  wide  open  market  Wit^'^he 

agricultur^^aM  ciS^^er^;  ^i^''  "^^"^'^ '  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  — to  ' 

Departm^'b:ii;yes1h:?  Ill  ^f''^  °'         ^^^^^  ■ 

pxice.  While  GusGeis3ler  t:rof^uS:^:t^^^^  . 

r:rhar:e:t°^'^'°^.  ^^^^         -^^^-^  atllSlhroug^oit  the  ^ 


From  ]<all  Street  Journal 


,  April  11  -> 


_ This  estimate    made  public  by  tSe  otat.  uepart.,«nt 


report  to  the  Departnont  'i^iTh^  ,  f7  ^«t«->^^.«nt,  .,as  contained  in  a 

the  inerican  Enba^ST  In  .ianrtp  -gficultural  oilxcial  attached  to 

of  copra  fro,  tt'' Xlandf  ' 
of  foodstuffs.    These. SeveWnts  ;;^^^  Z.LTh'  *-«P       by  a  scarcity 

copra  production.    Output  InT^if.^  S'o'.nS  t  nt"-■^^°^  s^'.tl""^ 


Fi-om  New  York  Tijnes,  April  11  -  '  • 

Oooperativassociation,  it^^Lt-'ann^i^L.d^.Stf^dayT  L-^^- 

of  U.58\''hurare^poundf 'pcoort^L^^^"^^  to  accept  less  than  the  current  prlc". 
H.  Rathbun,  the  lea^e  pres?deSt      ^  staten.ent  from  the  office  of  Henr^ 

u  cen?r;tSr:^  ^      -  ■ 

on  Wednesday.  P^^^^'  °^  ^1-^^  for  this  area  in  feshington 
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Prom  Uew  Orleans  Times-Picayune,  Apr,  3  - 

JA?iI  TSCEiJICAL  PH03LITMS  AIB3I)  -  State  College,  Miss.  -Expansion  of  agricul- 
tural en.;;ineering  and  farm  management  activity  in  research,   extension  v/ork  and 
teaching  was  advocated  "by  a  group  of  Mississippi  agricultural  leaders  who  atten- 
ded the  farm  technology  p,nd  farm  management  conference  at  Mississippi  State 
college  Tue  s.day » 

The  group  urged  that  the  practical  "be  stressed  in  every  phrase  of  the  pro- 
gram,  that  farm  management  problems  of  research,   such  as  profitable  livestock 
and  "building  units,  "be  made  practical, 

SELTATS  APPROVES  EXIEIISIOIT  OP  CCC  -  Washington  -  The  Senate  gave  unanimous 
approval  on  a  voice  vote  today  to  a  one-year  extension  of  the  G-overnm.ent' s 
Commodity  Credit  Corp.,  until  June  30,  1948, 

The  legislation  now  goes  to  the  House, 

This  is  the  agency  that  has  financed  most  of  the  crop  loan    and  price-sup- 
port farm  programs  in  recent  yeaxs.     It  has  a  "borrowing  authority  of  $4,500,000,- 
000, 

Prom  Ms,nchester,  H.  H, ,  Union,  Apr,   7  - 

BETTLS  SPUDS  FOR  BIGaER  TRAPS  _  Better  potatoes,   to  increase  demand,  and 
disposal  of  25  percent  of  the  crop  for  "byproducts,  were  discussed  at  the  annual 
supper  meeting  of  potato  growers  and  shippers  at  the  Farm  and  Home  I^eck  of  the 
University  of  Maine,  at  Orcno  recently,    Better  potatoes  are  needed  to  check  a 
downward  trend  in  per  capita  consiiraption  and  a  possi"blc  di stri"bution  of  compet- 
ing products, 

Possi"bility  cf  continuing  price  supports  after  1948  was  also  discussed,  A 
chain  store  representative  told  the  meeting  that  fresh  vcgcta"bles  jrrcvilc  the 
stores  v/ith  the  "best  present-day  oppcrtun'ity  fo"r  improvement. 

From  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Press,  Apr,  7  - 

LEAP  LETTUCE  TESTS  ASKED;  GROIVERS  ¥Ai7T  VARIETY  POR  EACH  SEASOIT  -  East 
Lansing  -  Michigan  State  college  plant  "breeders  have  "been  requested  to  develop 
leaf  lettuce  varieties  for  each  season  cf  the  year, 

John  Holworda  cf  Grand  Rapids,  president  of  Michigan,  Greenhouse  Vegeta"blo 
Growers  association,   reported  there  is  no  all-season  variety  on  the  m.arket. 

The  grov/crs'   spokesm.an  pointed  out  that  more  research  is  noedcd  in  the 
fertilization  of  "both  hothouse  and  outdoor  tomatoes,  Hclwcrda  stated  he  "believed 
that  fall,  winter  and  spring  plantings  require  different  treatments. 

Prom  Chicago  Tri'bune,  Apr.  .10  - 

PLAIMS  STATES  LEAD  ITATIOil  IM  CATTLE,  IffiEAT  _  Topeka,  Kans.  -  Down  on  the 
lov/er  end  of  Main  St.,  among  the  harness  shops,   farm  machinery  sales  lots  and 
the  spicily  fragrant  seed  stores,   is  one  of  the  "best  places  to  learn  a"bout 
Kansas  and  the  central  northwest  tier  of  wheat  and  cattle  states. 

Today  the  plains  region  leads  the  nation  in  "beef  cattle,  and  it  produces 
more  than  half  of  the  nation' s  v/heat.     The  only  -^ropoan  analogy  to  the  American 
plains  is  found  in  the  Russian  steppes,  and  from  the  steppes  came  the  seed  that 
brought  final  settlem.cnt  and  prosperity  to  the  plains. 


Farm  Digest  745-47 


CAILY  ¥im  NEV/S  DIGEST  U.S.  DEPARTMT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

(For  April  8,  1947)  ■  Office  of  Information 

V'ashington  25,  D.C 


;  (The  newspapers  and  magazines  from  which  these-  agricultural  item.s  are 
taken  .are  on  file^n  press  Service,  Room  414A,  -  Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  6O3.I.) 

From  New  York  Times,  April  8  -     ■  '  '  . 

COTTON  PRICES  END  kbOW  DiiY'S  LOb^After  a  poor  start,-  the  cotton  futures 
market  on  the  Nevj-  York  Cotton  Exchange  yesterday  recovered  from  the  lowest  levels 
•of  the  day  but  closed  13  to  3I  points  net  lov^rer  than  on  last  Thursday, 

There  was  talk  of  improvement  in' the  weather  in  the  Cotton  Belt  and  also 
reiteration  of  reports  that  the  soot  demand  in  the  South  is  sLow, 


.  SH/iRP  RISE  MARKS  LATE  OlAIN  DEALS-Chicago-Grains  turned  lapw^rd  sharply 
today  in  the  late  trading  on  the  Board  of  Trade,  after  an  early  breakj,  . 

Closing  -sales  vrere  -about  the  'tdp,  with  wheat  shomng  gains  of  ^  to  4-  3/4 
cents  a  bushel^.  May  -leading. 

Mils  were  moderate  buyers  at  times,  regarded  as  against  sales  of  flour 
to.  the  Government,    Numerous  stop  loss  orders  ?rere  uncovered  on  the  v^ay  up. 
Brokers  reported  that  small  orders  had  considerable  effect  either  v/ay  in  May, 
but  that  the  nevf  crop  months  vfere  not  influenced  so  easily. 

Part  of  the  buying  of  May  wheat  was  attributed  to  reports  that  the 
Government  might  step  up  its  export  program  by  50,000,000  bushels  to  furnish 
additional  relief  for  Europe,    ■'■t  was  figured  that  if  this  were  done,  the 
carryover  at  the  end  of  the  current  crop  year  would  be  the  smallest  in  recent 
years  o-  . 


Prom  Yfell  Street  Journal,  April  8  - 

COSTLY  COCOA  has  candy  bar  mianufacturers  in  a  hot  seat—The  cocoa  bean 
was  worth  nine  cents  a  pound  only  last  Octooer;    Today  it  costs  30  cents  a  pound, 
up  233^  in  half  a  year»    i\nd  cocoa  beans  are  choclate  in  the  raw. 

The  v/orst  is  ahead.    The,  30.- cent  cocoa  hasn't  yet  reached  the  candy  bar. 
Average  value  of  manufacturers',  cocoa  inventories  is  around  20  to  22  cents  a  pound. 
In  the  teeth  of  consumer  resistance,  chocolate  products  prices  may  be  forced 
even  higher  as  the  more  expensive  beans  are  used. 


¥KE/iT  EXPORTS  f^om  the  1947  crop  won't  be.. allowed  to  leave  our  bins  bare- 
The  barrel  bottom  scraping  that  kicked  wl  eat  up  to  ^^3  a  bushel  a  fe^r  weeks  ago 
stirred  some  thinking  in  the  Agriculture  Department.    And  Secretary  Anderson's 
advisers  are  urging  him  to  announce  soon  that  wheat  exports  during  the  coming 
season  will  be  regulated  to  leave  adequate  supplies  here. 

Anderson  is  expected  to  follow  the  advice  of  his  henchmen  and  announce  an 
"export  range"  of  from  200  to  3OO  million  bushelsof  Yfheat  (and  flour  equivalent) 
for  the  crop  season  starting  at  mid  year—rather  than  a  fixed  export  goal. 


Farm  Digest  715-47 


-2- 

i-' 

From  Vfell  Street  Journal,  -^pril  8  - 

MDi^'EST  DAIRlliiEN  V-ORRI  /iMERICA'S  LOST  BUTTER  APPETITMuring  the 

butter  was  sidetracked  for  cheese-.    The  cheese  poiared  overseas  in  a  torrent  to 
feed  soldiers  and  Allied  civilians.    Butter  churns  vrere  neglected. 

And  Americans  sort  of  slipped  into  the  habit  of  getting  along  v.-ith  less 
butter c    They  haven't  yet  dropped  the  habit.    In  1940  the  per  capita  butter  eating 
v.-as  17  pounds.    The  yearly  rate  is  noT/;  dovfn  to  10  pounus.    And  dairymen  v.^ould  like 
to  see  it  go  to  20, 


SENATE  PASSES  HLLL  CONTT^^TING  ¥7G¥  WOOL  PRJ^-E  TO  TT.S.  GRO^  ERS-lGshinrton- 
The  Senate  yesterday  passed  legislation  gi^aranteein?  continued  high  prices  to 
domestic  wool  growers , 

The  bill,  whj.ch  now  goes  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  requires  the 
Commodity  Credit  Corp^  to  lend  or  pay  wool  producers  during  lQ-47  and  1948  at  least 
the  price  it  paid  in  1946,  which  was  about  41.6  cents  per  pound. 

The  Senate  bill  has  even  m.ore  widespread  ramifications.    In  order  to 
discourage  imports,  principally  from,  the  British  Empire,  and  to  enable  the  CCC 
to  dispose  of  some  380  million  pounds  of  wool  purchased  thus  far,  it  authorizes 
this  agency  to  sell  viool  at  prices  dom.petitive  with  foreign  fibers. 


CATTLE  Aira  HOGS  were  fully  steady  in  a  fairly  active  livestock  market, 
but  quali.ty  on  slaughter  lamb  offerings  was  loT^ed  to  bring  bids  as  much  as  50 
cents  less.    Hogs  topped  at  $27o50  mth  most  good  and  choice  butchers  ranging 
dovmward  from  that  figure  to  $25.00,    Comparable  quality  sows  brought  $22,50 
to  $23o25,    i-  load  of  choice  to  prime  steers  featured  the  cattle  trade  i^-ith  a 
sales  tag  of  !!t'29»75j  the  highest  price  since  March  5o 


From  N.Y.  Journal     of  Commerce,  April  S  - 

POTASH  OUTPUT  TOTiJ^S  923,1^7  TOi^S-Five  leading  i^merican  potash  producers 
made  a  nevi  high  record  when  they  delivered  923,127  tons  during  1946,  the 
American  Potash  Institute  announced  3^esterday, 

The  figure  was  54,941  tons  or  6o3  percent  greater  than  1945  and  continued 
for  the  twelfth  year  the  unbroken  recsord  of  increased  deliveries.  Institute 
officials  declared.    The  total  vras  in  the  form  of  1,657^603  tons  of  potash 
salts  c 

Deliveries  of  agricultural  purposes  in  the  continental  United  States  were 
763,590  tons,  an  increase  of  68,514  tons  over  1945, 


.  ,  A,  R  Y 
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From  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commeri3e_^_^_April  7  -    ,  -  • 

SUGAR  CONTROL  BEYOND  OCTOBER,  SEEN  -  World  'sugar  supplies  will  not  have 
returned  to  normal  by  next  October,  and  consequently,,  it  is  almost  sure,  accord- 
ing to  Senator  Jose  Manuel  Casanova,  leader  in  the  Cuban  sugar  industry,  that 
"in  October  there  will  be  again  the  need  of  extending  the  control  of  supplies  and 
prices  in  the  United  States,  if  It  is  that  the  Congress  of  that  nation  maintains 
its  sound  and  far-seeing  policy  of  preventing  disorder  and^chaos  to  govern  the 
sugar  market , " 

To  support  his  own  view  of  the  sugar  outlook  Casanova  quotes  E.D.  &  F.  Man 
of  London.     T^he  Man  company  points  out  that 'it  took  six  years  after  the  last  war  to 
bring  about  a  balance  in  sugar  affairs.    Should  history  repeat  itself  the  Man 
company  states  that  we  could  not  expect  normal  circumstances  until  the  year  1950> 
adding  "'and  it  seems  that  this  insinuation  is  going  to  prove  itself  to  be  true." 

They  point  to  the  total  exhaustion  of  world  stocks;  reported  sales  in  Brazil 
of  I'aw  sugar  testing  80  to  87  degrees  at  about  12^;  possibility  of  consumption  in 
one  year  in  United  States  reaching  10,000,000  tons;  the  increase  in  consumption  of 
sugar  in  some  world  centers  such  as  South  Africa  which  has  increased  use  from 
p50,000,000  tons, in  I936  to  445,000  in  19^5. 

CITRUS  CANNER.S  LIMIT  OFFEIRINGS  -  Reports  at  the  week-end  stated  that  some 
leading  Florida  ci;trus  canners  withdrew  quotations  owing  to  the  rapid  price  advan- 
ces in  fresh  fruit.    '  ' 

All  orders  are  now  subject  to  packer  confirmation,  with  juice  prices  named 
to  the  buyer  after  the  fresh  fruit  has  been  purchased.    Many  canners  are  shipping 
orange  juice  almost  as  fast  as  it  is  packed.    Grapefruit , however,  is  dragging,  but 
a  pickup  is  expected  if  orange  juice  advances  further.     Trade  estimates  indicate 
orange  juice  carry-over  will  be  small,-  with'  end  of  active  season  expected  around 
May  15. 

ASKB  CANMD  FOOD  SURPLUS  EXPOET,  Clyde,  Ohio  -  With  prices  of  grains,  fats, 
and  livestock  driven  to  inflationary  levels,  one  part  of  -the  canning  industry  to- 
day urged  that  surplus  American  canned  goods  be  used  for  relief  feeding  overseas. 

The -National  Kraut  Packers  Association, '  whose  headquarters  are  here,  de- 
clared in  a' statement  issued  by  its  president,  John  M.  Stroup  of  Phelps,  N.Y., 
that  such  purchases  and  shipments -of  surplus -canned  goods  would  result  in  multiple 
benefits .   '         '   ;  ■ 

"From  the  TTew  York  Times,  April  7  -  ■ 

COTTON  PLANTINGS  DUE  FOR  SHARP  RISE  -  Private  surveys  of  growers'  intentions 
to  plant  as  of  April  1  suggested  for  19^7  a  prospective  cotton  acreage  of  20,600,- 
000  to  20,800,000  acres  or  13  to  Ik  percent  more  than  the  plantings  of  18,179,000 
acres  in  19^6.    According  to  the  New  York  Cotton  Exchange  Service  Bureau,  trade 
ideas  of  probable  plantings  this  year  range  from  20,500,000  to  21,500,000  acres, 
indicating  a  production  of  10,700,000  to  11, 100, 000 ' running  bales. 

As  a  result  of  a  net  advance  in  the  Brazilian  cotton  market  and  a  net  de- 
cline in  the  domestic  market,  the -spread  between  the  export  price  of  Brazilian 
cotton  and  the  export  price 'of  American  cotton  narrowed  by  slightly  better  than 
a  cent  a  pound  in  the  week  ended  last  Wednesday. 
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Prom  llew  York  Herald  Tri"bune,  Apr,  2  - 

ALL  BRITISH  21^123  ITATIOITS  TO  ASK  50:-:  CUT  III  U.  S.  IfOOL  TARI?F  -  London  - 
A  unanimouG  demand  for  a  50  per  cent  reduction  in  the  American  tariff  on  wool 
will  1)6  made  "by  the  countries  of  the  British  Ilmpire  at  the  Geneva  trade  con- 
ference v/hich  opens  next  week,  it  was  learned  today. 

The  demand  will  "be  regarded  "by  the  British  Smpire  as  the  focal  point  of 
the  entire  Geneva  tariff  negotiations,  in  which  seventeen  coxin tries  will  take 
part.    Agreement  on  the  joint  demand  has  "been  reached  at  a  British  Commonwealth 
conference  on  imperial  preference  tariffs  which  has  "been  going  on  in  London  for 
three  v/eeks  as  a  preliminary  to  the  Geneva  meeting, 

Australia  and  South  Africa  will  spearhead  the  joint  British  drive  for 
reduction  of  the  British  drive  for  reduction  of  the  American  wool  tariff.  They 
will  "be  supported  "by  Great  -Britain,  Canada,  ^Tew  Zealand  and  India,  all  of  which 
have  an  a-ctive  interest  in  this  tariff  either  as  producers  or  manufacturers, 

Cana-da  pro"ba"bly  will  demand  a  reduction  in  the  America  newsprint  tariff  "be- 
fore she  will  give  up  her  preference  tariff  on  such  an  itemi  as  raisins. 

Carrying  the  exaiiiple  of  the  Canadian  raisin  tariff  a  step  further,  some 
idea  of  the  merry-go~round  which  v/ill  "be  revolving  at  Geneva  can  "be  gained.  The 
raisin  duty  virtually  excludes  California  raisins  from  the  Canadian  market  - 
a  market  the  United  States  o"bviously  v/ould  like  to  gain.    Yet  Australia,  "being 
a  British  Empire  country,  can  sell  its  raisins  to  Canada  at  a  great  advantage, 
despite  having  to  transport  them  5,000  miles,  "because  of  the  Empire  preference 
system. 

If  Australia  should  lose  its  Canadian  market  for  raisins,  it  must  gain  an 
American  market  for  its  wool  to  keep  its  trade  in  "balance.     Likewise,  if  Canada 
is  to  admit  raisins  from  California,  it  will  want  some  sort  of  concession  in 
return,  and  this  "brings  lis  "back  to  the  American  tax  on  newsprint, 

Trom  St,  Paul  (Minn.)  Pioneer  Press,  Mar,  31  - 

SOUTH  DAKOTA.  PARI'l  lASOR  SEEN  STILL  SKOST  _  Brookings, '  S.  D,  -  The' South 
Dakota  farm  la'bor  situation  will  rema.in  acute  this  year,  ¥,  S,  Dittmcr,  state 
farm  la'bor  supervisor,  re-norted. 

The  demand  for  help  for  spring  work  is  equal  to  that  of  the  war  years  in 
many  counties,  and  a"bove  the  war  peak  in  some  sections  of  the  state, 

"Last  year  we  expected  that  the  return  of  veterans  would  materially  case 
the  demand  for  help,  Dittmer  said,     "Hov/ovc--,   the  percentage  of  returned  veter- 
ans seeking  employment  on  farm.s  is  relatively  sm^ll,  and  we  find  ourselves 
with  just  as  "big  a  farm  pro"blem  this  year  as  we  had  in  1946, " 

Dittmer  urged  farmers  to  reQ[uest  help  as  far  in  advance  of  needs  as  possi- 
hie.     Workers  placed  on  South  Dakota  farms  last  year  totaled  54,317, 

Prom  Grand  Rapids  (Mich)  Press,  Apr,  1 

OUTLIiS  KTATI'^TB  PROGEiJ^'I  POR  HOLLAND  TULIP  PESTIVAL  ^  Holland,  Mich,  - 
Tulip  time  on  May  14-17  will  "be  featured  by  films  of  old  and  now  Holland  and 
a  variety  of  musical  events,  in  addition  to  the  annual  street  cleaning  and 
visits  to  tulip  farms  and  places  of  interest,    the  comraittec  announced  T^icsday 
in  releasing  the  tentative  program  of  events. 

The  program  this  year  ^;ill  "be  held  in  conjunction  with  Holland's 
Centennial  o'bservancc,  of  v/hich  Cornelius  "VandcrMoulen  is  chairman. 
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From  R.Y.  Journal  of  ComBi©asfi.a,,J^pril  7 


SUGAR  CONTROL  BEYOND  OCTOBER  SEEN  -  World  sugar  supplies  will  not  have 
returned  to  normal  by  next  Octoher,  and  consequently,  it  is  almost  sure,  accord- 
ing to  Senator  Jose  Manuel  Casanova,  leader  in  the  Cuhan  sugar  industry,  that 
"in  Octoher  there  .will  he  again  the  need  of  extending  the  control  of  supplies  and 
prices  in  the  United  States,  if  it'  is  that  the  Congress  of  that  nation  maintains 
its  sound  and  far-seeing  policy  of  preventing  disorder  and  chaos  to  govern  the 
sugar  mai^ket .  "  . 

To  support  his  own  view  of  the  siigar  outlook  Casanova  quotes  E.D.  &  F.  Man 
of  London.    -The  Man  company  points  out  that  it.  took  six  years  after  the  last  war  to 
hring  about  a  balance 'in  sugar  affairs.    Should  history  repeat  itself  the  Man 
company  states  that  we  could  not  expect  normal  circumstances  until  the  year  1950, 
adding  "and  it  se.ems  that  this' insinuation  is  going  to  prove  itself  to  be  true." 

They  point  to  the  total  exhaustion  of  world  stocks;  reported  sales  in  Brazil 
■^of  raw  sugar  testing  80  to  87  degrees  at  about  12^;  possibility  of  consumption  in 
one  year  in  United  States  reaching  10,000,000  tons;  the  increase  in  consumption  of 
sugar  in  some, world  centers  such  as  South  Africa  which  has  increased  use  from 
p50,000,000  tons  in  1936  to  445,000  in  19^5. 

CITRUS  CANNERS  LIMIT  OFFERINGS  -  Eeports  at  the  week-end  stated  that  some 
leading  Florida  citrus  canners-  withdrew  quotations  owing  to  the  rapid  price  advan- 
ces in  fresh  fruit. 

All  orders  are  now  subject  to  packer  confirmation,  with  juice  prices  named 
to  the  buyer  after  the  fresh  fruit  has  been  purchased.    Many  canners  are  shipping 
orange  juice  almost  as  fast  as  it  is  packed.    Grapefruit , however ,  is  dragging,  but 
a  pickup  is  expected  if  orange  juice  advances  further.    Trade  estimates  indicate 
orange  juice  carry-over  will  be  small,  with  end  of  a-ctive  season,  expected  around 
May  15.        ■  , 

ASKS  CANNED  FOOD  SURPLUS  EXPOET,  Clyde,  Ohio  -  With  prices  of  grains,  fats, 
and  livestock  driven  to  inflationary  levels,  one  part  of  the  canning  industry  to- 
day urged  that  surplus  American  canned  goods  be  used  for  relief  feeding  overseas . 

The  National  Kraut  Packers  Association, ,  whose  headquarters  are  here,  de- 
clared in  a  statement  issued  by  its  president,  John  M.  Stroup  of  Phelps,  N.Y., 
that  such  -purchases  and  shipments  of  surplus  canned  goods  would  result  in  multiple 
benefits.  .' 

From  the  tIqw  York  Times,  April  7  - 

COTTON  PLANTINGS  DUE  FOE  SHAEP  RISE  -  Private  surveys  of  growers'  intentions 
to, plant,  as  of  April  1  suggested  for  19^7  a  prospective  cotton  acreage  of  20,600,- 
000  to..  ^0,800,000  acres  or  I3  to  ih  percent  more  than  the  plantings  of  18,179,000 
acres  in  1946.    According  to  the  New- York  Cotton  Exchange  Service  Bureau,  trade 
ideas  of  probable  plantings  this  year  range  from  20,500,000  to  21,500,000  acres, 
indicating  a  production  of  10,700,000  to  11, 100, 000 ' running  bales. 

As  a  result  of  a  net  advance  in  the  Brazilian  cotton  market  and  a  net  de- 
cline-in the  domestic  market,  the  spread  between  the  export  price  of  Brazilian 
cotton  and  the  export  price  of  American  cotton  narrowed  by  slightly  better  than 
a  cent  a  pound  in  the  week  ended  last  Wednesday, 
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Prom  Hew  York  Herald  TriMne,  Apr,  2  - 

ALL  BRITISH  3I4PI23  IIATIOITS  TO  ASK  SO;-  CUT  III  U.  S.  WOOL  TAPIPF  -  London  - 
A  unanimous  demand  for  a  50  per  cent  reduction  in  the  American  tariff  on  v/ool 
will  "be  made  Dy  the  countries  of  the  British  Empire  at  the  Geneva  trade  con- 
ference which  opens  next  week,  it  was  learned  today. 

The  demand  will  he  regarded  "by  the  British  Empire  as  the  focal  point  of 
the  entire  Geneva  tariff  negotiations,  in  which  seventeen  co\intries  will  take 
part.    Agreement  on  the  joint  demand  has  heen  reached  at  a  British  Commonwealth 
conference  on  imperial  preference  tariffs  which  has  "been  going  on  in  London  for 
three  weeks  as  a  preliminary  to  the  Geneva  meeting, 

Australia  and  South  Africa  will  spearhead  the  joint  British  drive  for 
reduction  of  the  British  drive  for  reduction  of  the  American  v/ool  tariff.  They 
will  "be  supported  "by  Great  Britain,  Canada,  Hew  Zealand  and  India,  all  of  v/hich 
have  an  active  interest  in  this  tariff  either  as  producers  or  maniifacturers, 

Canada  pro"ba"bly  will  demand  a  reduction  in  the  America  newsprint  tariff  "be- 
fore she  will  give  up  her  preference  tariff  cn  such  an  item  as  raisins. 

Carrying,  the  example  of  the  Canadian  raisin  tariff  a  step  further,  some 
idea  of  the  merry— go—round  which  v/ill  "be  revol\ang  at  Geneva  can  "be  gained.  The 
raisin  duty  virtually  excludes  California  raisins  from  the  Canadian  market  - 
a  m^arket  the  "United  States  o"bviously  v/ould  like  to  gain.    Yet  Australia,  "being 
a  British  Empire  country;  can  sell  its  raisins  to  Canada  at  a  great  advantage, 
despite  having  to  transport  them  5,000  miles,  "because  of  the  Empire  preference 
system,  . 

If  Australia  should  lose  its  Canadian  market  for  raisins,  it  must  gain  an 
American  market  for  its  wool  to  keep  its  trade  in  "balance.     Likewise,  if  Canada 
is  to  admit  raisins  from  California,  it  v/ill  v/ant  some  sort  of  concession  in 
return,  and  this  "brings  us  "back  to  the  American  tax  on  nev/sprint, 

From  St,  Paul  (Minn.)  Pi  oneer  Press,  Mar»  31  — 

SOUTH  DAKOTA  FAmi  LABOR  SIEH  STILL  SHORT  _  Erookixngs, '  S.  D.  -  The' South 
Dakota  farm  la"bor  situation  will  remain  acute  this  year,  ^V,  E,  Dittmcr,  state 
farm  lahor  supervisor,  reported. 

The  demand  for  help  for  spring  work  is  equal  to  that  of  the  war  years  in 
many  counties,  and  a"bove  the  war  peak  in  som.e  sections  of  the  state, 

"Last  year  we  expected  that  the  return  of  veterans  v/ould  materially  ease 
the  demand  for  help,  Dittm.or  said.     "Hov/gvo'^,    the  percentage  of  ret^orned  veter- 
ans seeking  employment  on  farm.s  is  relatively  small,  and  we  find  ourselves 
with  just  as  "big  a  farm  prohlem  this  year  as  we  had  in  1946," 

Dittraer  urged  farmers  to  request  help  as  far  in  advance  of  needs  as  possi#- 
hle,     Workers  placed  on  South  Dakota  farms  last  year  totaled  54,317, 

Erom  Grand  Rapids  (Mich)  Press,  Apr,  1 

OUTLIilE  TEHTATI'vTil  pROGRii^I  EOR  HOLLAlv^D  TULIP  FESTIVAL  -  Holland,  Hich,  - 
Tulip  time  on  May  14-17  will  "be  featured  hy  films  of  old  and  now  Holland  and 
a  variety  of  musical  events,  in  addition  to  the  annual  street  cleaning  and 
visits  to  tulip  farms  and  places  of  interest,    the  committee  announced  --uosday 
in  releasing  the  tentative  program  of  events. 

The  program!  this  year  will  "be  held  in  conjunction  with  Holland's 
Centennial  o"bscrvancc,   of  which  Cornelius  VandcrMoulcn  is  chairman. 
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Hrom  New, York  Journal'  of  Commerce,  April  17  -  '  ' 

^^^^^I^IPOTT  PRICE  CURB;  ANDEkSON  STATES  SUBSIDIES  ASSURED  HIGH  . 

ME  OFPRODUCTION-¥ashin^gton-..Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  was  quoted  by 
his  of  lice  yesterday  as  beliovin-  thaf  the  Government's  farm  pi^ice  support  pro^rpm 
has  prevented  higher  food  costs  than  now  prevail  because  it  encouraged^*  ^ 
level  of  production. 

adding: ^'''^^''''''^  comments,  given  to  newsmen  by  an  aide,  Anderson  was  quoted  as    '  ^ 

hr^  '^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^-^-^1  Hprbor-Dec.  7,  1941-has 

beo'n  to  hold  food  prices  at  a  reasonable  level.  : 

rrn.-iH^^  ^'^^^  end,  farmers  were. '■assured  that  prices  of  specified  commodities 
vouM  be  supported  for  two  year,s  Tf allowing  the  end  of 'hostilities,  but  this 

''f  > ^^^^  ^^^'"^  legislation  ■ 

cs  indicated  by  its  inclusion  in.  the  Stabilization  Act  approved  Oct.  2,  I942." 


to  reduce  itf  tari«3  on  t,£^o: ■^:o^^':i.S^i;SrS;:t^:^^aiS:.f 


From  New  York  Times,  April  17 


^'S"-^™  1°         «®  ..GAIM-L,„,,on-All 


to  cuts  m  Britain',  food  In r^^ts     Th  V  „  t  '-''-'"'^  ^^^^^'^'^ 

yestX  wh  r^'^fr'  foreah.dov,.ed^lt"ln  hla  budget  s.e.oh 

this  Will  be  disagreeable*         "Lo'^'af ''d  T'*  ^  '"''"""'^  """^'^         ™<=h  of 

000,000  to  .eep  feod  pr£s  ^^i::^^:''^!:^::^^^^^ 


From  Fall  Street  Journal,  April  17  - 


iU'IERICAN  SUG...R,TO  SHOT  IIviPflOVSD  DfTTWPtv<-^  tn  to/h  • 
deliveries  of  sugar'.by  American  Su  a r^^^  1947-Flemington-Meltings  and 

than  in  I946  because  01  incioasM  ^So^meS^  ?i?  h^'  l^""  '^-^^  "^^^"^^  better 
..as  stated  by  Joseph'  F.  Abbot:;    president  "'"^  ^'^^^-^^-t,  it 
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From  Lancaster  (Pa.)  Intelligencer  Journal,  Apr,  5  - 

inHED  SITUATIOII  AIDS  DAlRTiElT  -  "The  improved  outlook  for  dairy  feed  is 
encouraging  to  the  dairyman,  "  according  to  David  I',  Harnish,  president  of  the 
Lancaster  County  Ayrshire  Breeders  Association,  in  reviewing  the  present-day 
trends, 

"Better  feed  conditions  should  enahle  the  dairyman  not  only  to  do  his  job 
better  in  1C47  than  he  did  in  1946,  "but  it  should  help  him  to  raise  his  calves 
and  heifers  better  so  that  in  the  future  his  tools  will  be  still  more  efficient 
than  they  have        in  the  past, "  Harnish  added, 

"ITe  as  dairymen  must  realize  the  better  we  care  for  our  dairy  herds,  the 
better  the;-  will  care  for  us, 

?rom  Baltimore  Sun,  Apr,  13  -  , 

SIASH  in  POOD  PRICES  URGED  BY  U.   S.  GROCSSS;  .ATIOITAL  G-ROL^P  ASIiS  70,000 
I-illlBSRS  TO  i/ORK  FOR  'R:jAS01TA3L2  LE^TCLS'  -  Chicago  -  The  IJational  Association 
of  Retail  Grocers  advised  President  Truman  today  it  had  called  on  its  nearly 
70,000  members  to  work  with  suppliers  to  bring  food  prices  down  to  "reasonable 
levels, " 

At  the  same  time,  the  iJational  Association  of  Retail  Meat  Dealers  announced 
it  "continuously"  had  been  urging  its  members  to  hold  meat  prices  to  "lov/est 
possible  levels''  and  the  American  Keat  Institute  reported  a  record  production 
of  beef  last  month  already  has  resulted  in  price  reductions  to  "attractive 
levels, " 

The  American  Meat  Institute  said  a  check  of  wholesale  meat  prices  showed 
an  average  decline  of  about  ten  percent  from  prices  prevailing  a  month  ago 
and  about  twenty  per  cent  below  the  price  peak  reached  after  the  removal  of 
CPA  price  controls  last  October, 

The  Institute  said  various  beef  and  pork  cuts  ii/ere  now  "good  buys  almost 
any\-/here," 


Prom  Boston  (Mass,)  Globe,  Apr,  2  - 

/      CALLIUG  ALL  GARnSilERS  i  -  Home  gardens  played  a  notable  part  in  the  intense 
struggle  for  production  during  the  war  years  in  America*     They  were  responsible 
for  a  tremendous  portion  of  the  national  food  supply.     Thus  they  helped  to  take 
an  appreciable  burden  of  consumer  demand  from  the  farms,  enabling  the  latter 
to  /concentrate  more  singlemindedly  upon  the  gigantic  job  of  meeting  war  demands. 

As  things  look  at  present,  both  from  the  standpoint  of  the  government's 
relief  programs  in  foreign  lands  and  from  the  much  mord  acutely  realized  facts 
of  domestic  food  prices  from  the  Atlantic  seaborad  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the 
foresighted  householder  will  be  wise  if  he  plans  as  large  a  home  garden  as  he 
can  raa,nage,  comfortably,  v/ith  the  help  and  means  at  his  disposal. 
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EDITORIAL  CROSS  SEGTIOIT 
Jrom  the  Journal  of  Corunerce,  Few  York,  Apr.  16  - 

ARS  I'OOD  PRICES  COKIHC-  EOIVl'?  -  The  G-ovcrrmont  has  "been  "blamed  i''or  pushing 
food  prices  up  "b^vits  suioport  operations.    A  good  deal  of  this  criticism  is 
not  .iustified.    Actually,  the  great  majority  of  farm  products  are  far  ahove 
these  floor  levels.    Active  price  support  operations  have  "been  carried  out  only 
in  a  few  cases,  the  most  important  instance  "being  potatoes. 

The  Q-ovcfmncnt  stepped  up  its  overseas  relief  shipments  from  275,000,000 
to  400,000,000  hushcls  in  March,  when  supplies  on  hand  were  near  their  seasonal 
low  point.    Had  the  purchases  "been  made  last  fall  v/hen  stocks  on  hand  were  much 
larger,  the  effect  would  have  "been  far  less  specta,cular. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  still  expects  farm  prices  to  soften  as  new 
crops  come  to  market, ,  »  ,    The  comhination  of  large  crops  and  some  consumer 
resistance  to  high  prices  could  Tiring  a"bout  a  material  fall  in  the  average  level 
of  food  prices  "between  now  and  the  end  of  the  year. 


From  Atlanta  (Ga,)  Constittition,  Apr.  13  - 

_  LET'S  AVOID  A  'FJST«  -  Let  us  assume  a  "beneficent  philanthropist  were  to 
announce  that  due  to  the  high  cost  of  food  he  was  going  to  give  to  every  man, 
woman  and  child  in  the  country  an  even  $1,000, 

It  v/ould  not  at  all  moan  any  more    food  for  each  man,  woman  and  child. 

There  is  only  so  much  food. 

The  extra  money  would  simply  mean  eggs  would  go  to  atout  $5  per  dozen  and 
"bread,  meat  and  milk  to  levels  as  astronomical, 

Pood  prices  currently  are  high  for  the  reason  that  we  are  helping  peoples 
of  starving  cotmtries,  and,  too,  "because  the  Spring  crops  he.vQ  not  yet  "bcgim 
to  come  in  here  and  ahrop.d*    When  they  do  prices  will  decline, 

Thr>t  is  a  great  overs icrplifi cation  of  it,  and  "by  no  means  the  whole  story, 
hut  it  i"  the  "basic  story. 


'Prom  Star-Tclogram,  Fort  worth,  Tex,,  Apr,  1  -  ' 

FIRS  OiT  THE  FARl'I      It  is  economical  to  clean  up.     It  saves  dollars.  Last 
year  the  loss  hy  fire  to  American  farmers  was  more  than  $100,000,000,  Tiiat 
v;ould  have  paid  for  a  lot  of  cleaning  up.    And  then,  there' s  the  hospital  "bill 
for  several  thousands  who  "burned  "by  the  flames,  ^  That  amounts  to  other  millions 
—  ho sides  the  pain  suffered  hy' the  firo  victims, 

"Clcr.n  up  —  don't  "burn  up,"-  is  good  advice. 


From    Kansas  City  Times,  Apr,  9  - 

GOIIIG-  IITTO  PRICES  -  At  some  time,  and  it  v/ould  he  "better  soon,  industry 
must  "be  content  with  fair  profits  and  la"bor  with  fair  wages.     Then  with  ahundant 
production  the  price  situation  v;ill  "be  adjusted  at  more  normal  and  less  hurtful 
levels. 
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Prom  the  Herald,  Lexington,  Ky, ,  Apr»  3  -  _  ■ 

SSAL  HULP  'TO  i^ARilSSS  —  There  has  teen' intelligent  statesmanship  on  the 
part  of  Kentucky  memlDers  of  Congress  from  both  parties  and  all  tobacco  states. 
Representatives  from  tobacco  states  met  v/ith  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson, 
They  discussed  foreign  markets  for  tobacco, 

?or  the  first  time,  apparently,  fluo-curcd  and  bur  ley  tobacco  spokesmen  p.re 
in  agreement  in  regard  to  foreign  markets,     Flue-cured  tobacco  representatives 
nov/  arc  realizing  that  v;hen  blended  tobacco  is  used  a  poiond  of  one  is  sold  for 
every  pound  of  the  other  variety.    This  may  not  apply  to  the  market  in  England 
but  will  apply  to  markets  developed  in  the  rest  of  3urope, 


From  the  ilev/  York  Times,  Apr.  13  — 

SA-VIHG  TEli  SOIL  -  A  recent  announcement  from  the  Soil  Conservation  Service 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  emphasizes  tv/o  important  points,    First,  efforts 
to  save  the  nation's  topsoil  are  making  progress;  second,  we  still  have  a  con- 
siderable distance  to  go.    The  statistics  of  the  past  are  sober  reading.  The 
Service  estimates  that  between  1895  and  1930  a  full  million  acres  of  topsoil 
were  lost  each  year;  that  more  than  50  "percent  of  the  country's  farmlands  have 
been  da-maged  to  some  degree  by  wind  or  water  erosion;  tha,t  the  cost  has  been 
about  four  billion  dollars  annually/. 

Since  1930  the  rate  of  damage  has  been  .slowed  to  a.pnroximately  half  a 
million  acres  a  year,  ,  ,      A  significant  victory  for  the  conservationists 
came  in  1935  i^hcn  the  Congress  i^assed  the  Soil  Conservation  Act  and  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service  was  made  a  part  of  the  Departmen-t  of  Agriculture,  Since 
that  date  1,650  Soil  Conservation  Districts  have  been  organized.     The  districts 
are  run  by  the  particip.-.ting  farmers,    l^early  fou,r  million  of  the  approximately 
six  million  farms  in  the  United  States  now  belong  to  the  districts.  Through 
cooperative  arrangem.ent s  farmers  can  hire  machines,  for  terracing,  draining  and 
contouring.     Soil  Conservation  Service  ejqoerts  and  farmers  plan  s trip- cropping,, 
irrigation,   cover  cropping,  gully  planting  and  restoration  of  eroded  fields, 

Tiie  restoration  of  farmland  is  a  world  problem.     Food  is  fundamental  to 
a  peaceful  world,    Sfforts  to  save"  the  soil  must  go  forv/ard  to  a  successful 
conclusion. 

From  Grand  Junction  (Colo.)   Sentinel,  Apr,  3  - 

SUGAR  SHORTAGE  A  CHA.LLr;lTGS  _  Despite  Americans'  devotion  to  tlvo  old  law 
of  supply  and  demand,  there*  is  great  satisfaction  over  congress'  decision  to 
continue  price  and  distribution  controls  over  sugar,  so  that  each  of  us  v/ill 
have  a  fair  chance  at  the  apparently  limited  supply  that  will  be  available  _ 
during  the  rest  of  this  year.  Under  the  nev/  legislation,  the  sugar  controls 
that  v;ould  have  expired  Monday  midni-Tht  have  been  extended  until  October  31« 

Tlie  knovm  scarcity  of  sugar  the  v/orld  around  suggests  there  will  be  as 
great  demand  for  sugar  next  year  as  there  is  today.     This  situation  should 
challenge  lJ"cstern  Slope  su^jar  beet  growers  to  exoand  their  acreages. 


Farm  Digest  785^47 


/rf/T   miLY  rASiVi  lews  digest    ,  ■      v  RJ.  St  departi^unt  of  AsaicuLTimE 

y  (For  April  18,  1947)  l.^^^  UmC^^i^ik  \  °f  Information 

r  ■         N  Washington  25,  D*  C» 

;  ,  '    i       APR  2  2  i947     '1  '  '  ' 

J  (The  nev/spapers  and  magazines  from^  which  these  agricultural  items  are 

I  taken  are  on  file  in  PresB...Servi<;e,  Eoom' 414A.     Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  6031.) 
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AiinaSSON  SAYS  lAEI'!  AID  COSTIiTG-  MOEE;'  RISE'  IN  PRICES  ADDS  TO  SUPPORT  B'JRIiGlT- 
Eichmoncl,  Ta,  -  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  P*  Anderson  said  today  that 
rising  prices  vrere  increasing  the  Government's  financial  "burden  under  the  price- 
support  program. 

In  a  speech  iDefore  the  Virginia  State  Chara"ber  of  Commerce ^  Mr.  Anderson  said 
this  y7as_  stil^  another  reason  why  it  was  "more  important  than  ever  to  maintain 
a  sound  and  staljle  national  economy, "  '  . 

The  Secretary  explained  that  support  prices  were  "based  on  parity  and  that 
parity  in  turn' was  "based  on  the  farmer's  cost  of  living.  Hence,  he  said,  when 
the  cost  of  living  goes  up-,*  so  does  parity,  and  eventually  so  do  support  prices, 

"Right  nov;  the  prices  of  most  agricultural  commodities  are  well  a"bove  the 
price  support  program,  "  he  said,     "3ut  rising  prices  of  the  things  farmers  "buy 
mean  parity  prices  for  farm  products  at  a,  higher  level  and,  therefore,  farm  price 
support  at  a  higher  level," 

I',.  Y.  STATj  0F?ICIAL  calls  MI"LK  parley  FOR  KOITDAY  Oil  PREMIUM  PRICES  TO- 
A"0;RT  FARII31  STRIKE  _  Al"bany  -  In- an  effort  to  avert' a  strike  "by  dairy  farmers 
supplying  the  Hew  York  City  area,  C,  Chester  Du  Mond,  State  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture,  today  invited  prodiicers  and  dealers  to  meet  with  him  on  Monday  to 
consider. ..the  payment  of  "premium  prices"  on  milk  delivered  to  the  metropolitan 
:zone  after  May  1,       '    ■  .      .  •  - 

,  ..     The  conteiiTplated  "premium  prices  are  intended  to  'offset  a  44cent  reduction 
in  the  producer  price  of  fluid  milk  .that  would,  "become  effective  for  May'ahd 
June  in  excordanco  with  a  recent  announcement  of  -the  United  States  Department 
of 'Agri culture,  which  administers  the  S"ew  York  Milk  I-Iarketing  Order, 

■5IG  SlI-GiR  SUPPLY  IS  STORED  lir  JAVA;.  800,000  TOITS  A¥il IT  EXPORT. -  Singapore  - 
Warehouses  in  Java  may  contain  800,000  tons  .0?  sugar,  most  of  which  v;ill  "be 
exported  to  help- relieve  the  world  shorta'gt,  according  to  Dr,  Pieter  Honig, 
general  economics  adviser  to  the  lie thcrlands  Indies  .  Government 

♦  - 

BRITAIi:  TO  PEDUCE  EUYIIIG  IH  DOLLARS;  DALTOH  DEPSiJDS  TOBACCO  TAX  AS  'FIRST 
SlaOT'   li.  CAiiPAIGJJ  -  London  -  Defending  his  drastic  increase  in  the  tax  on  to"bac- 
co,  Hugh'  Dalton,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  told  the.  House  of'  Commons  tonight 
that  this  "budget  measure  was  the  "first  shot  in.  a  campaign  for  the  reduction  of 
dollar  expenditure," 

Pospite  a  heavy  barrage  of  criticism  from  La"bo.t  as  well  as  Conservative 
M,P,'s..  Mr,  Dalton  refused  to  yield  on  the  to"bacco  tax, 

RISIITG  COlISUI^'IPTIOiT  OP  MHAT  IS  FORECAST  _  Chicago  -  A  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture official  asserted  today  "it  seems  reasona"ble  to  expect"  that  considerahly 
larger  supplies  of  meats  can  "be  sold  dtxring  1947  "at  prices  which  will  "be  satis- 
factory to  prodixcers  and  packers.  "    Addressing  the  convention  of  the  llational 
Independent  Meat  Packers  Association,  Preston  Richards,  Assistant  Director  of  the 
Marketing  Administration  of  the  department,   said  that  the  per  capita  consuxiption 
of  meat  this  year  will  "be  a"bout  150  to  155  pounds. 
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From  Chicago  Daily  Tritunc,  Apr.  18  -  • 

HOG  I.'iA2K3T  LOI'ffiST  SIHCE  LATE  JAl^ARY  -  Hog  prices  in  Chicago  yesterday 
slimpcd  to  the  lov/est  level  since  Jan.  25,     The  market  averaged  75  cents  a 
hundred  pounds  lower  at  $23,25,     Top  loads  declined  50  cents  at  $25,  "but  this 
price  v/a,s  paid  sparingly  and  similar  grades  finished  at  $24, 50  when  most  of  the 
principal  pork  packer:^  refused  to  pay  more  than.  $24  for  any  grades  or  weights^ 
Losses  in  some  kinds  uqr'o  as  much  as  $1, 


From  S"ov7  York  Journal  -jf  Commerce,  April  18  -  ' 

TOBACCO  TEADE  UR3^D  TO  IGADJUST  PRIC3S  -  Chicago  (AP)  -  The  National 
Association  of  Tohacc  )  Distrihutors  today  urged  the  tohacco  industry  "to  maJcc  all 
price    readjustmchts  chat  m^iy  contrilDutc  to  lowering  of  the  general  price  level 
and  cost  of  living,  w'lilc  sustaining  wage  levels," 


SUGAH  -  Sugar  di-5tri1mtion  in  the  first  two  months  of  this  year  is  10,000 
tons  less  than  a.  year  ago,  although  supplies  arc  more  plentiful  now  than  they 
were  thon,    Puerto  Pd:o's  production  'is' estimated  at  14  per  cent  atovc  a  yca.r 
ago,  »  *    Demand  for  ^ugar  continues  slow. 


From  ¥all  Street  Journal,  April  18  -     ■  ■ 

EAPJ'I  PRICES,  PACESETTERS  IIT  HIGH  COSTS,  RA^TE  STARTED  IHE  DOTiHi^  SLIDE 
B.A.E,  forecasters  privately  predict  a  farm  price  toheggan  for  the  rest  of  '47, 
April's  ''seasonal  decline"  started  it.    Bumper  winter  and  spring  crops  will  give 
it  new  momentum.    Exports  won't  expand, 

'They  fear  costly  farm  subsidies,  tied  to  "parity, "  are  now  in  sight.  Only 
lower  industrial  prices  can  push  farm  "parity"  down,  avert  much  government 
spending  on  price  .  support 

So  worried  G,0,P,  hudgetcers  arc  joining  the  high  price  pro"bcrs.  That's 
why  Taf t' s  economic  committee,  long  dormant,  will  ask  Pord  a.nd  McCormick  how 
they  cut  prices,  other  hig  industrialists  virhy  they  haven't. 

Despite  the  hallyhoo,  Truman  has  received  only  a  dozen  or  so  price  cutting 
reports,    None  is  significant. 


r/IEPElIDEiTT  GROCERS  0^viPAIGiTIi:G  AGAIITST  HIGH    FOOD  PRICES  -  Chicago  -  A 
campaign  against  high  food  prices  is  under  way  o:-  the  country' s  retail  grocers. 

From  Vermong  to  Oklahoma,   owners  of  independent  .groceries  are  marshaling 
forces  to  reduce  prices.     Their  plani 

A  scries  of  round  tahle  discussions  with  retailers,  wholesalers  and  manu- 
facturers on  greater  efficiency  and  more  favora'Dle  price  structures. 
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Prom  Des  Moines  (Iowa)  Register,  Apr,  6 

TkX'  TO  KSaP  &MIH  A  liAHT  -SOIHCSt'OP"  HIBSSR  -  f/a,shington,  D.  C.  -  Hopes 
that  the  huge  synthetic  rulDter  and  alcohol  plants  "built  d^jring  the  war  might 
provide  a  permanent  industrial  market  for  future  farm  surpluses  have  suffered 
a  severe  "blov;  the  last  year*  » 

As  things  look  today,  synthetic  ruhtjer  made  from  grain  alcohol  isn' t 
likely  to  regain  its  wartime  position  unless  the  country -is  forced  into  another 
war  or  petroleum  reserves  reach  a  dangerously  low  level* 

In  hopes  of  nursing  the  industr;^  through  the  next  "few  years,  until  it  can 
"be  firmly  established  on  a  permanent  footing.  Representative  Carl  T,  Curtis 
(Rep,*,  ITe'h^y  is  urging  congress  to  give  it  the  necessary  protection. 

He  has  introduced  a  "bill  that  would  levy  an  excise  tax  on  all  manufactured 
ru'b"ber  products  except  those  using  synthetic  rutber  made  from  grain  alcohol,  - 

The  "bill  tentatively  proposes  a  tax  of  seven  cents -a  pound  on  the  ru"b"ber 
used,  "but  Representative  Curtis  says  the  levy  should  "be  fixed  at  whatever 
amount  would  represent  the  difference  "between  the  cost  of  natural  ru"b"ber,  syn- 
thetic ru'b"ber  made  from  petroleum  products  and  the  cost  of  rulD"ber  made  from 
grain  alcoholo  .  ' 

His  o"bjective  is  to  give  agricultiaral  ru"b'ber  enough  of  an  advantage  to 
assure  its  use  in  great  volume, 

From  Hew  Orleans  Times-PicayunS,  Apr,  9  -  *  ■ 

CATTLJt'EiT  HAP  MILK  STRIK'j  ACTS*  'DAiaG^l  TO  IlTSaSTRY'  3Y  MIHORITY  IS  CHARGED 
—  Lafayette,  La,  -  Actions  of  la"bor  leaders  in  the  recent  Louisiana  milk  strike 
v;ere  'condemned  in  a  resolution  adopted  J^uesday  -at  the  annual  meeting  of  the' 
Louisiana  Jersey  Cattle  and  Dairy  Association',     ^he  loss  of  thousands  of  dollars 
to  milk  producers  of  Southwest  Louisiana  and  the  •urif^ivora'blc  pu"blicity  the 
state  received  as  a  result  of  the  unwarranted  strike  v;as  deplored, 

From  Cluristian  Science    Monitor,  Apr,  11  - 

lilDUSIEY  SAYS  POOD  SUBSIDIIiS  RUL3  PRIC2S  -  Washington  -  The  President's 
press  conference  on  prices  appears,  momentarily  at  least,  to  liave  thrown  more 
heat  than  light  on  the  su'bjcct,. 

The  President  contends  that  the  responsi'bility  for  reducing  prices  rests 
solely  on  "business.    Bat  "business  comes  right  "back  and  says  that  G-overnment 
and  la"bor  share  that  rcsponsi"bility,.         '      -      •  '  • 

Business  points  out  it  is  not  the  price  of  manufactured  goods  which  has 
sored  to  altitude  records,  "but  the  price  of  agricultural  pro duts  and  raw 
materia;^.s. 

The  major  pressure  on  the  family  "budget  has  occurr^sd  in"  food,  management 
insists,  and  points  an  accusing  finger  at  the  Government,  which  is  committed 
under  law  to  support  the  price  of  farm  products. 

Prom  i/ilmington  (Del.)  News,  Apr,  11  - 

TOMOBP.OV'S  FORESTS  -  Editorial  ~  The' forests  of  the  future,  President 
Truman  remarked  in' an  Artor  Lay  statemc'iit,  will  "be  the  trees  we  plant  nov/.  This 
'nation,  he.  added,  'must  stop  destructive  cutti-ng  and  unwise  depiction  of  its 
forest  wealth.    He  was  right.     The  rapid  and  reckless  deforestation  of  America 
is  one  of  the  less  responsi"ble  chapters  in  the  history  of  free  enterprise. 
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IVoia  Chicago  (ill.)  Times,  Apr,  10  -  ,  . 

-  •- ?dOD  B0YC0T.T.HSLD.U1T1/I31i;_  BY  EXPERTS  ^  Chicaso  medical  experts  and  consumers' 
groups  today  scoffed  at  an  Illinois  congressman's  suggestion  that  housewives 
stop  hu^ang  high  priced  foods, 

All  foods  are  "high  priced"  now,  they  said,  and  it  would  "be  neither  "nu- 
tritionally nor  financially"  wise  to  "buj' .  su'bstitutes  in  most  cases. 

Rep,  IToali  I^ason,  a  Rcpu"blican,  was  the  "butt  of  their  attack.  Opposing 
requests  for  goyernrngnt  a.ction  to  cur"b  the  high  cost  of  living,  Rep,  liason 
declared  in .Washington:  • 

"Tlis  housewife  has  the  remedy  in  her  own  hands.     The  only  way  to  reduce 
prices  of  scarce  food  items  is  not  to  "buy  them;  "buy  su'ostitutes  for  them," 

There  are  few,  if 'any,  good  su'batitutes  for  the  major  items  in  the-average 
American  diet,  the  Chicagoans  pointed  out, 

Dr,  James  Wilson,  ■  secretary,  American  liedical  Assn.'s  council  for  food 
and  nutrition,   saidt  ■        .  , 

"There's  no  practical  substitute  for  milk.    The  only  su'bstitute  for  "bread 
and  rolls  would  "be  cake,.    May"be  .the.  good  Congressinan  would  like  to  liavc 
Illinoisans  eat  cake  instead  of  "bread," 

From  San  Diego  (Calif.)  Union,  Apr,  7  - 

MORE  FEDERAL  MOKKSY  BUSIiElSS  -..Editorial  -  In  a- time  when  eggs  are  soason- 
a"bly  plentiful  v;e  hoar  predictions  of  del lar-a- dozen  eggs  from  the  Butter  and 
Eggs  Merchants  Asso'ciation,"    It  is  suggested  that  oggs  at  a  dime  apiece  may 
"be  the  result  of  a  decree  "Dy  the  Agriculture.  Depar.tmojit  increasing  the  price  of 
powdered  eggs  from  $1,30  to  $1,'25,  effective  May  1.    The  re'sult'  of  this  decree 
is  e^5)ccted  to  "be  the  diversion  of  vast^  quantities,  of  eggs  from  the  consumer 
market  to  the  processors-  ef  dried  eggs,  with  a  shortage  which  v/ill  "boost  the 
price  to  retail  "buyers. 

If  there  is  one  particular  thing  v/hich  should  convince  the  American  pu"blic 
of  the  disadvantages  of  governmental  "management, "  it  is  the  record  of  the 
government  in  dealing  with  eggs  and  poultry.     Twice  the  government  ha.s  "been 
"stuck"  with  millions  of  dozens  of  eggs,  purchased  at  high  prices  to  "support" 
the  markct|»    Tv;ice  the  poul'tr^rmen  have  hecn  fooled  "by  government  orders  to 
increase  production  and  to  kill  off  laying  ho.ns.    But  the  "support"  policy  con- 
tinues* ,  . 

From  Shrcvcport  (La,)  Times,  Apr,  7  - 

PLEiiTY  OE  WOOL  -  Editorial  -  "I'/hat  many  average  Americans  do  not  know  is 
that  certain  high  prices  reflect,   not  shortages,  "but  federal  government  codd- 
ling OjT  farm  producers,  '    '  . 

An  excellent  exajnple  is  found  in  wool.     There  is  today  a  gigantic  world 
surplus  of  wool,  and  the  prj.ce  of  wool  outside  the  "United  States  is'  considcra"bly 
lower  than  it  is  in  the  United  States,    The  reason  for  the  difference  is  that 
the  federal  government  —  through  action  of  congress  —  "buys  domestic  wool 
production  at  a  price  guaranteeing  a  Large  profit  for  producers. 

The  result  is  that  thes-  government  has  accum\ilated  a  huge  supply,  of  v/ool, 
while  American  mills  have  been  importing  sizea"ble  quantities  of  foreign  v/ool 
"because  of  the  lower  price,  ,  ITo.v;,  "because  of  the  government-held  surplus,  con- 
gress is  "being  a,sked  to  allow  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  to  sell  its  wool 
a.t  prices  competing  with  foreign  wool  -t-  the  American  taxpayer  "being  called 
upon  to  foot  the  "bill  for  this  costly  piece  of  governmental  folly, 
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are  ^o^\^^7?^V^  to  magazines  from.^hJ:  these  agricultural  items  are  taken 
are  on  file  m  Press  ,Seryxce,  £oom  414A.^one  Gene  Harrison  at  6U31.) 

.   From  Nev.-  York  Times,  April  21  - 

said  today.  percent  n.gher  than  a  j-ear  ago,  the  Agriculture  Cepartment 

tmes  as  great  as  on  April  1,  1941".  •  one-half 

Grounds  to  protest  a^ain'i  th.  h"T"''  °"  ^"^^  ^^^t"  Escobar  Athletic 

T.  J.  Pinero  S^  a  measure  SLnfrf'"''  °f  ^"^  demand  that  Gov. 

the  United  StatS.  Go-.erm,ent  markets  the  right  to  buy  food  in 

told"?^e':ee?innh':t  °::v°Buej?:l°canf  ^^^e'^''"^*^^^*""^  °'  ^^^^^^ 
of  high  prices.  ^  ■  ^"^'^  vathout  essential  goods  because 

COSTSSi^^^SorfS^fs^^  putS^^'tSS^'L^S'^tT  '^"^"^  ™ 
gasoline  for  additional  revenue  to  ^ffstriuntLg  costs*""' 

OUTIOOK  HELD  GOOD  FD^  -pprr/P  .   f-nrr,^  • 
do.n.^.ard  and  are  c^r^^''^-^:'^^^^^^-?-^  -  frozen  foods  ar.  continuing 
long  as  the  price  of  rm-r  conr  .odHies  ^"""^  ve,etables  but  as 

not  drop  to  the  low  1. vols  S:^e?ted       t         f  ^^^^^ 
or  the  ^ick  ^ozen  Food  As::SSuon°of'chi;a:r:a&  ^  ^^^^^-t 

R^om  Chicago  Daily  Tribune,  April  21  - 

B..Al„-i;ndon-.ocause  nearly  lo 

weeks  during  v.W.ch  they  vril]  ;oceI^e  IT.  '■"-^^ '"•^'"i"  1"  the  centers  fofSne 
calorres  compared  vath.^the  ordinSrs:^S-*t^Oo!*'  -tions-3:S00 
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From  San  Antonio, (Tex. )  Express,  April  11  - 

RETIIRN  OF  FARld  PLACE  :EM  TO  STATE  AGENCIES  iiD'W3CATED-A  plea  for  the  return 
of  the  farm  placement  program,  novr  under  the  administration  of  county  agents 
over  the  state,  to  the  state  employment  services.. was  sounded  Thursday  by  Robert 
M.  McKinley,  labor  member  of  the  Texas  Unemployment  Compensation  Comrdssion. 
The  program  is  no^':  administered  by  county  agents  over  the  state,    i-.e  spoke  to 
60  delegates  attending  the  seven  state  employment  security  conf erenc'.^ . 

McKinley  compared  the  farm  placement  program^  as  it  nov;  operates ^  to  an 
arm  "limp  in  a  sling."    He  suggested  that  the  pro^raii.  should  oe  -jointly 
administered  along  with  the  rural  inciustries  prograi..,  u^,  state -agencies . 

Advantages  to  this  nove,  according  to  ^'cKiniey,  are  fourfold:    For  the 
relief  of  the  county  agents,  many  of  vmom  do  the  job  "against  their  desires," 
so  agricultural  labor  can  be  t:>.-'ansported  freely  vdtliin  a  state*  for  the 
convenience  of  the  applicants  for  agricultural  "vrork,  and  "to  cut  appreciably" 
the  cost  of  administering  the  program. 


From  Ma.nkato,  (Minn.)  Free  Press,  April  7  - 

FOLLOT'S  THE  USUAL  PATTERK-Edj.torial-Tv/enty  tliree  years  ago,  during  th6 
agricultural  depression  follov/ing  the  first  ^''^brld  ""ar,  the  state  of  1/linnesota 
went  into  the  farm  loapi  business. 

Last  week  the  legislature  wrote  off  the  books  the  last  obligations  of  this 
experiment  in  state  financing — recording  a  loss  to  the  taxpayers  of  more  than 
40  mdllions.    Granting  that  the  state  rural  credits  department  ivas  mds-managed 
in  several  past  administrations;  granting  that  politicians  took  advantage  of 
it  to  the  detriment  of  the  taxpayer;  the  fact  remains  that  the  history  of  this 
departure  into  goverranental  financing  follows  the  pattern  of  most  such  ventures. 

They  usually  result  in  an  eventual  loss,  and  a  heavy  one,  to  those  citizens 
who  pay  their  way,  scrape  and  save  and  foot  the  losses  of  their  less  businesslike 
brethern. 


From  Biirlington  (Vt.)  Free  Press,  .^pril  7  - 

POTJL'TRY,  EGG  PRICES-Editorial-Opinion  research  in  the  nation's  barnyards  is 
being  carried  on  this  spring  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
sampling  sentiment  on  a  proposal  that  the  Government  stop  supporting  poultry  and 
egg  prices. 

This  polling  was  suggested  by  the  chicken  and  egg  industry-  itself,    '^hc  idea  is 
said  to  have  come  from  the  Associated  Poultrj^  and  E.gg  Industries,  v-hich  is  a  sort 
of  holding  company  for  nine  big  poultry  and  egg  associations.    In  askin.f^  the  govern- 
ment to  discontinue  the  support  price  program  for  poultry  and  eggs,  this  organization 
contends  that  price  propping  encourages  overproduction  and  makes  it  difficult  for 
chickBD  raisers  to  get  back  to  a  nomal  peacetime  scale  of  onerr-t:  ons . 
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Prom  Memphis  Cd)mmercial  Appeal,  April  8  -  ,       ..  ■ 

COTTOiT  E3S3AHCH  PROGSAM  BSLIEYSD  THEEATSHSD  BY  iliSPTlIESS'  IN  BEPARTI-ffilTT 
OP  AC21ICUL2UB3-  -  Got.ton,-  men:; who  are'  i-n  '-toueh-  wLtii;  the  ;¥ashfhgtoii'  situation,  feel 
».that  there  .is  Httle  ,hope  -of  ■.o'btaining  the; -appV.ppriat ion  •..necessary  -to  "begin,  the 
research  prosjram  aVithorized  "by  the  Hope-Plannagan  Sill  at  the  present  time,  . 

It' had  heen, expected. when  Congress  convened  last  Janmry  that  some.  ', 
$l,5,.000|p.0Q.VOuld  he  -  included  in  the  lie'f  iciency  -Sill  to?  get  the  program  under 
way  in  order  that  a  full  .appropriation  cquld  "be  made/ for  the  fiscal  year  he^-. 
ginning  July  1»   .  ■    "      .  ■•..-,;...,'' 

..ITot  only  4-S  ,it  unlikely  that .  there  will  he  .a  deficiency  appropriation,  . 
hut  there  is  some  q_uostion  that  there  will  he  S.?reguiar  appropriation, .. 

The  trouhle.  apparently  is  po.litical.     It 'seems  that' the,  Repuhlr  can  mem^- 
hers  of  the  Agricultural  Committees  in.- Congress  do  tot  like  the  s.etup  provided 
hy  Secretary  Anderson  within  his  department  for  the  handling  of  research,  _¥ith5- 
in  recent  months  four  men  have  heen  naffled7to  handle  some  part  of  the  research 
program,  with  no  clear  definition  of  the  limitations  placed  on  any  of  .them,  •' _ 
The  result  has  heen  four  men  atteiirpting  to  ^o  four"  differeht-  ways,  : with 'their 
ideas  and,  directives  overlapping.     The  P.epuhiicans  are  inclined  ..to  let  the_con- 
fusion  grov;  in;  the , : hop©  tha.t  ,dt  will  permit  them  later-  to-  maJ£e  politj,.<^^'-. 'Capital 
out  _pf  it»    They  want  the  res.eaf  ch  program,  i  hut.  they  want  to  he-  ahle  to  say:  ' 
"Here  is  a  v/orkahle;.  program,  which  v/e  ^ev^'lope'd  after  the  Democrats  messed  up 
the  one  they  tried  to  promote.  "  -  •-  .  '    '  '  .  .'"'.  ,  ''\ 


Prom  Chicago  .Journal  of  Comm.erce,  "Apr,  17  «'  •  '"•  '  '  .-.         ..'  - 

,  .      B3TT3H  PAH'is  AlTD.  B?TTSR  J,0^1S  Tl^IJI  AIMS  .OP  BAHKESS  - "  The  program  ^  of  '  the'. .'  I 
Illinois  Bankers  As.sociation  to  promote  closer  co-operation  hetween  hanlcers 
and  farmers  in  the  matter  of  soil  conservation  is  meeting  with  a  "better  ,  response 
than  I3A  officig.l,s  hisped  for  when  the  .movement  was  started  last' ilovemhcr,-  '■^ 
Lenders  in  rural  areas  report  to  the  .association'  s  committee  on  agriculture  ^ 
that  the  most  ^horrowers  go  along  v/ith,  the  program  readily.  v;h en  its  advantages 
are  explained  to  them, 

'     "    "  '•',    •  "'■  ^v'''  •■  ' 
Prom  Boston  Christian  Science  Monitor,  Apr.  l€"- 

..  I'/OOl:    UILL  IT  SlilT  U»  S.  TARIPP  ?.0L1CY?      |fe,shington  -  As  the 
world  anxiously  v/atches  the  extent  of  the  willingness  of  the  United  States 
to  Teducc    trade,  "barricr-s,  the.  question  of  a  wool  tariff  suddehly  has  reached 
Congress.     It  will  supply  what-  some .  ohservcrs ;  think  may  he,  a  test  case  .for  the 
whole  momontou.s  prohlem,  •  ,     ,  :". 

Representatives  of  18  nations  are  at  Geneva  avowedly' -scc,kihg'  to 'cut  ta,riffs 
stimulate  tra^de^  and  .promote,  workd  peace,-'  .In  the  United  States,  simultaneously, 
the  specific  prohlom  has  .amcrged  of  what  to  do  ahout  v/ool.    The  other  nations 
aro  scanning  the  Unitcd_  States  closely,-   They  want  ^  to '  know  what  tariff  poli'cy 
will  emerge^  :  ¥ill 'it  "be  the  old' Smoo,t-Hayirley,,-"high-.  tar  iff  policy?    Or  the'  . 
newer  Cordoll  Hull  program  of  reciprocal  trade  agreements? 

The  qiiiostion  of  wool-,  it  is  helioved,  hring.s,  tar-iff  g-oneralities  down  to 
a"  practical,  specific  case.     It  immediately  has  raised  the  question  of  the 
running  disagreement  hetween  the  State  Department,  whose  representatives  at 
Geneva  aro  seeking  to  reduce  tariffs,  and  the  hard-headed,  pra-ctical  memhers 
of  the  Rcpuhli can-dominated  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  who  are  deeply 
conscious  of  the  Geneva  program,. 
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From  St«  Paul  , (Minn,).  Pioneer  Pre.s a,  .  Apr,  16  - 

PLAIT' FOIL  BIG-  lAtJj  PIG'"  CROP;  SlAHIvIEHS  TOLD  -  Minnesota  farmers  v/crc  urged 
to  plan  for  a  large  fall  pig  crop  Tuesday,  "by  Dvoracek^  extension  econonist 

at ''University  Parm»  /         ''■■  /      '"'"j  ..    ' ' 

He  made  his  recj^mmendation  in  tlie  face  of  ezcpected  lower  hog  prices  "by  fall, 

"The  numlicr  of  hogs  in  the  Ignited  States  is  now  woll  "below  nprmal,"  2>vo«- • 
racek  pointed  out,     "LsLtest  figures  show  present  hog  population  is  7  per  cent 
less  than  at  this  time  a  year  ago,''       .  .     ,      '  • 

'    ¥ith  this  situation  Dvoracek  "beiieves  hog  prices  will  remain  liigh  enough 
In  1948 'to  justify  at  least  limited  ciicpansion. 

In  considering  next  fall's  pig  (5rop  farmers  should  plan  on  the  conservative 
^■basis  of  hogs  selling  near  support  levels,. 


Prom  Hew  Orleans  Times-Picayune,  Apr,  15  -         , .       '  ~  . 

'SmWBEHEY  CHOP  L0SS2S  ESTDUTED  AT  $5,0'OQ,.00.0;:  SIUA&HA.  SAYS  YSA.H  'MOST 
Di-SAoTliUlJS  •III  EI  STORY'  -  Hammond,  La,  ^  Terming  this  ^season  "the  mos't  disas-  - 
trous  in  the  history  of  the  "berry  industry,"  Mayor  Charles  Sinagra  of  Indepen- 
dence, official  of  the  Louisiana  Straw'berry  Selling  Agency  here,  said  today 
that  ^$5,000,000  is  a  conservative  estimate  of  the  losses  thus  far," 

Growers  sa,id  Monday's  losses  alone  may  "bd  as  high  as  half  a  million  dollars. 
Quantities  of  stemmed  "berries,  reportedly  valued  at  more  than  $5000,  v;cre 
seized  "by  representatives  of  the  state  "b'oard  of  health,,  working  in  co-operation 
with  the  United  States  department  of  agriculture^,  in-  compliance  with  provisions 
of  the  pure  food  and  drug  act,  grower's  here  sa.id,-    The  stemmed  "berries  reportedly 
are  "being  held  for  investigation  and  no  disposition  'was  made  of  the  ship.nient. 
Tuesday  night. 

At  Ponchatoula,   several  ,grov;ers  were  reported  to  have  dumped  loads  of 
"berries  after  finding  the  crop  was  too  .watersoakod  for  sale,-.  .  High\\/ay  residents 
said  "boxes  of  "berries  from  at  least  one  truck  v/ere  lining  the  road.- 

Prom  Grand  Rapids  (Mich,)  Press,  Apr,.  16  -  ' 

SEET  LABOR_  IS  ASSURED  -  Saginaw--  The  .Farmers -and  Manufacturers -Beet 
Sugar  association  has  assured  farmers  an  adequate  supply  of  sugar  "beet  workers 
for  this  season, 

"More  and"  "better,  la"b or  than  in  any  years  since  the  war  seems  assured  for 
the  1947  "beet  crop,"  the  association  reports..    "Forest  injury  to  crop's  in 
Texas  is  releasing  workers  to  sugar  "beet  areas,    .You  need  not  have  worries  a"bout 
an  adequate  la"bor  supply  this  spring," 

.With  the  help  of  federal  agcncic's",  'growers'  organizations 'have  succeeded 
in  getting  pi'qvisionS  written  into  the  1947  contract  with  processors  so  that  • 
they  will  share  in  an^-  advance  in  sugar'*prices  duri.ng  the  new  crop  mrkc ting 
season,     Thci*e  is  som.c  expectancy  that  sugar  prices  'may  advance  if  and  when 
government  controls  are  removed,  . 

Tlic  contract  provides  for  a  50-50  sharing  of  any  prospective  price  increase. 
There  was  no  such  provision  in  the  1946  contract,- 
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Eron  Nevj  York  Times,  April  22  -  y'' 


ANDERSON  DRi^FTS  FOOD-PDR-ALL  PLAN:  SEEKS  TO  AID  BUYING  PO^'.ER  OF  POOR  IN 
BAD  TII  ES,  REVERSES  NEY  DEi\L  '  SCARCITY' -i./ashington-AP-Secretary  of  Apriculture 
Clinton  P.  .^nderson  proposed  today  (to  the  House  Agriculture  Committee)  a 
long  range  farm  program  of  abundance — in  ted  tim.es  the  Goverraient  iroula  ooost 
the  food  buying  power  of  the  poor  rather  than  pay  farmei's  to  produce  less. 

He  proposed  also  that  this  country  enter  international  agreements 
providing  for  sale  of  surplus  ianu  coi.niioaities  to  neea^  countries  at  cut 
prices . 

Calling  for  a  future  program  of  "organized,  sustained  and  realistic 
abundance,"  rather  than  a  return  to  the  pre  vrar  production  controls  of 
the  Roosevelt    administration,  Mr.  Anderson  said  "floors  ^jnder  consijimption" 
as  T/ell  as  under  farm  prices  are  needed, 

^ Floors  under  consumption  could  be  nroidded,  he  said,  b"^  "a  surplus 
distribution  program  of  perhaps  som.e  sort  of  food  allotment  profrram.  available 
at  all  tames — something  flexible  enough  to  meet  both  chronic  and  acute" 
shortages  of  buying  power , 


LITTLE  RELIEF  IN  PRICES  SEEN-^^ashington-Secretar-y  .Anderson  in  his  testi- 
mony today,  indicated  that  he  had  little  hope  of  any  drastic  cut  in  retail 
food  prices  in  tho-  foreseeable  future.    But  he  said  that  vrtien  the  viinter  crop 
hits  the  market  viheat,  would  probably  droo  to  ^2  a  bushel. 

He  said  consur^c-r  food  demands  are  likely  to  rem.ain  high  for  some  time 
and  that  the  farmers  should  train  their  long  range  production  sip-hts  on  an 
expanded,  rather  than  a  restricted,  output. 


Q  V 


_  .-YS  POODS  PASSED  PEAK:  1/-1LIIS  TELLS  CRaIN  P.vRLEY  PRICES  ARE.  i'Oh  DECLIMLG 
an  Diego-Paul  S.  ViHis  of  New  York,  president  of  the  Grocery  Manufacturers  of 
America,  I.^c.,  said  here  today  that  food  prices  had  reached  their  peak  and 
Yrere  declining. 

Mr.  mills  declared  tiiat  "Goveriuiient  manipulation  ji  cor^iodity  markets 
(_hc  cited  OTain  purcliases  for  overseas  relit,!  snipu«n-Gs)  is  tht.  .^reatest 
lactor  in  determining  food  price  behavior." 


..P.,    T^^-^^  CUT  PRICES  ON  BUTTLE,  CHEESE-Butter  and  cheese  prices  v^re  reduced 

markets  slumped  for  the  second  successive  business  day.    Fany  retailers  cut 
tneir  pnces  on  cheddar  cheese  three  to  five  cents  to' sell  a'(,  .5  tnlv  certs 
a  pound.    Butter  prices  in  many  shops  ranged  from  64  to  70  cents    tv^  and 
three  cents  below  last  Friday's.  ^    ^  a   cen.s,  to  and 
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From  Nct/  York  Tines ^  April  22  — 

FARlviERS  Ni-JvIE  AGENT  FOR  mLK  PRICE  TALKS-Albam/-Eepresentatives  of  dairy 
farmers  serving  the  ^evr  York  City  sxea,  striving  to  prevent  a  possible  milk 
strike,  designated  a  coininon  bargaining  agent  today  to  negotiate  T.dth  the 
dealers  for  premiwa  prices  on  May  and  J-une  fluid  milk. 


UiiGES  CONGRESS  ADD  TO  SCHOOL  LUNCH  AID-¥ashington-Charles  II,  Holnan, 
secretary  of  the  National  Cooperative  Milk  Producers  Federation,  urged 
Congress  today  to  appropriate  sufficient  funds  to  permit  "a  moderate  expansion" 
Pf  the  national  school  lunch  program, 

Mr,  Holman  made  the  plea  to  a  House  subcommittee  on  agricijltural 
appropriations.    He  also  recomruended  pr  oviding  funds  for  the  administration 
of  Federal  milk  marketing  orders  at  the  same  level  in  the  194S  fiscal  year 
as  in  the  current  fiscal  teiTa. 


From  lall  Stheet  Journal,  --iprll  22  -  ' 

GROCERY  BILLS  SOON  ^^ILL  5E  NOTICE/:BLi  IE SSnPAT^NFIL. -Prices  on  basic  focd 
comjiiodities  slip  steadily  from  last  month's  peak,    ^oth  hogs  and  cattle  hit 
|30  a  hundred  pounds  in  February-March.    Top  hog  prices  are  no-"  around 
$24.50,  cattle  prices  jtist  ove^"  ^26, 

Wholesale  butte^  worth  76  cents  a  pound  in  Chica.c'o  last  month  nor  sells 
about  20  cents  cheaper,    "^heat  that  r.-ent  as  Inigh  as  ^3^05  a  busliel  in  March 
is  now  around  t?2«75.    And  more  than  20  cents  has  been  clipped  from  the  rrice 
of  a  bushel  of  corn  in  less  than  four  weeks. 

Price  "trimming"  on  canned  foods  (already  started)  could  easily  turn 
into  sharp  price  "cutting"  by  surarLer. 


JATS  .\ND  OILS  PRICES  nRS  BEING  H;.CKED  D01;.T^  STKIDILY  BY  CONSmiER  RESISTANCE- 
Significance  to  the  man  on  the  street  lies  in  the  prospect  of  cheaper  soap, 
shortening,  salad  oils,  margarine,  mayonnaise. 

Other  edible  oils  are  skidding  dowi  the  price  ladder  too,-  Soybean, 
cottonseed,  peanut  and  corn  oils  have  suffered  losses  of  from  5  cents  to 
10  cents  a  pound  in  a  matter  of  weeks. 


TOBACCO  E}LPORTS  may  not  suf  j  er  too  seriously  irom  dollar  hui-.gr;>'  a-iciland's 
raising  of  the  tobacco  tariif.    U.S,  txperts  Houoz  taat  tiit  Unitca\wdom 
will  be  able  to  wean  its  smokers  fror.i  /iinerican  leai  merelv  by  impocini/a 
high  duty. 
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From  Minneapolis  (i^inn.)  Triliune,  Apr,  11  -      ..       •_■     _  ■  - 

AinJEHSDIT  SIES.AlTTi-ZABI'i  PLOT;  CJiiEC-jS  lUkSH  S3LKS  TO  lOVOS  PRICES  _  Tfashin^ 
ton  -  Selfish*eastern  interests  are  iDehind  a  drive  to  Icnock  dov;n  the  price  of 
farn  prod^lcts,  Hep,  H,  Carl  Andersen  (S.,  Minn.)  charged  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives Tlmrsda;.'-,  .  . 

Ke  did  not  identify  these  (interests"  nore  specifically  nor  connect  up  the 
"drive"  directly  with  President  Truraan' s  caripaign  for  lo';er  prices,. 

Both  industry  and  lalDor  have  beon  pointing  to  high  food  prices, .  hov/Gvei\  as 
one  of  the  explanations  for  hi^rh  wages  and  prices  of  manufactured  goods, 

"'.fe  should  proceed  v/ith  extreme  caution,  "  Rep,  Andersen  said,   "iDefore  we 
decide  as  a  nation  to  again  allow  anything  other  than  the  law  of  supply  and  de- 
mand to  dictate  our  price  levels,"  , 

Prom  El  Paso  (Tex,)  Times,.  Apr,  10  - 

UillOiT  RAPS  PAPii  LA20R  li'IPCRT  PIAiT  -  American  Pederation  of  Lahor  officials 
Wednesday  a,ttac:-:ed  the  validity  of  the  application  of  SI  Paso  Cotton  G-rov/ers^' 
Association  for  the  importation  of  4,000  a,lien  farm  workers  to  produce  the  1947 
crop. 

Union  officials  also  condemned  the  32  cents  per  hour  v;age  scale  set  up  in 
the  application  a,s  "undermining  the  living  standards"  of  South-western  farm  v/ork-^ 
crs,. 

Application  for  the  farm  v/orker  importa-tion  was-  filed  "by  Ord  G-ary,  represen- 
tative of  the  assox^iation,  and  rcoresented  that  there  v;as  a  dea.rth  of  domestic 
workers  according  to  George  Wether,,  district  vice— president  of  the  A,p*l,.,  U,,,  S,. 
Immigration  Service  officials,  referred  the  associp.tion' s  application  to  iJehher,., 
who  aiyi sod  that  domestic  la.hor  could  "be  supplied  at  the  prevailing  farn  worker 
rate  of  60  cents  per  hour,    American  worlcers  are  available  in  the  Southwest  and 
can  "be  supplied  in  time  to  mo.et  the  seasonal  demand,  'ifc'bher  said,  if  the  standard 
wage  scale  is  operative,. 

Prom  Boston  Gl-.ristian  Science  Monitor,  Apr,.  12  - 

PRESIIHIT  A17D  PRICES  -  Editorial  -  President  Truman  has  dravm  two  sharply 
contrasting  kinds  of  response  to  his  urgent  plea,  for  price  cuts..    Som.e  "business- 
men are  answering  with  sharp  price  reductions.     Others  are  replying  with  sharp 
criticism,-    Both  may  help,. 

The  scattered  moves  to  cut  prices  so  far  reported  a,ro  getting  good  pu'blicity*. 
Many  retailers  have  "been  aware  of  increasing  "buyer  resistance,  and  have  "been 
pressing  wholesalers  and  manufacturers  for  reductions..    Others  may  feel  as 
strongly  as  ¥illiam Ixol'b,  head  of  a  "big  clofning  firm  in,  Rhode  Island,,  who 
announced  a  20  to  33  per  cent  cut  saj^'ingJ- 

"Uow  is  the  tine  to  forget  ahout  profits,.-   The  ITation' s  future  is  threatened 
unless  something  is  doen  ahout  runaway  prices," 
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From  Ch'icasP  '^ri'Dtuie,  Apr.  11  — 


RISIiTG-  Pr.ICUS  -  Editorial  -  A  special  cal^inet  acctin.'-j,  v^cll  advertised  in 
advance,  has  considorod  the  question  of  rising  prices*     l^ms  .Mr*  Trtuian  hopes  to 
get  a  reputation  as  the  housev;ife' s  friend*    Kc  ha.s  made  a.f'^'esture  which  is  sup- 
posed to  indicate  to  everyhody  that  he  disapproves  of  increp.ses  in  the  cost  of 
livin."  and  is  considering  vra-ys  and  means  of  preventing  then* 

Hhen  lir,  Trujaan  gets  around  to  examining  causes  and  proposin-  remedies,  it 
is  to  he  hoped  that  ho  does.ngt  overlook  his  own  responsihilities,     -here  is 
the  matter  of  foreign  loans,  for  example,  some  of  which  he  has  made  already  and 
others  v/hich  he  intends  to  make.     Their  purpose  .is  to  give  foreign  customers  in-- 
crea,sed  purchasing  pov/cr  in  this  country  at  a  tine  v;hen  the  domestic  de:ia,nd  is 
already  great,    Hr,  Truman  he.s  made  it  easy  for  foreign  consujners  and  na.nufs-c— 
turers  to  compete  v/ith  our  own  people  for  a  limited  supply  of  goods.    He  has 
therefore  made  a  major  contrihution  to  the  price  advance  the.t  has  taken  place, 

From  Providence  Journa,l,  Apr,  10  ~  '  '  ■ 

•  PEIC'Jl  HSSPCl'SIIILITY  ~  Editorial  -  A  special  Cahinot    meeting  called  hy 
..the  President  to  consider  the  price  situation  is  a  rare  event.     The  present  -rice 
level  is  prohahly  sufficient  justif ica-tion  in  itself  for  sumioning  such  an  ex— 
.traordinary  conference,.    But  hcyond  that  is  Mr,  Truman' s  frank  expression  of 
his  personal  concern  ahout  high  prices. 

It  mav  hc  conceded  that  the  -oresidential  anxiety  is  -genuine*    ^*'^r,  Truma.n 
may  he  thirdcing  .ahout  the  prohlcm  in  purely  econonic  terns,-    It  is  not  hcyond 
the  realm  of  possihility ,  hov/ever,   that  he  is  also  considering  the  potcntia.l 
political  conse(;\icnccs  for  his  Admini-stration  if  price  inflation  is  not  "brought 
to  a  halt.    It  v/ould  he  .even  "better  if  prices  could  he  pushed  downward, 

The  President  is  to  he  coiTinended  for  hringing  the  price  issue  so  sharply 
into  focus  hy  calling  a  special  cahinet  mcctingv 

From  Philadelphia  Bulletin,  Apr,  17  - 

COi'GBAC::  FOR  CHESTl^UT'S  -  Editorial  -  After  ahout  40  years,   there's  liope 
that  the  tast;;  chestnut  again  will  thrive  in  Pcnnsylva.nia' s  fields  a.nd  forests 
eventually  producting  a  tinher  crop  that  once  was  v;orth. nillions  annuaJly, ' 

In  cc-opcration  witli  forest  pathologists  of  the  Federal  Ecpartmcnt  of  Agri- 
culture,  the  Sta.te  Department  of  Forests  and  V/?,ters  .is  planting  50  hyhrid 
seedlings  in  Logan  forest,  Huntingdon  County,     The  hyhrid  is  r.  cross  hot'-/ccn_ 
the  American  chestnut  and  the  Asiatic  tree,  which  has  hecn  hlight  resistant. 
It  retains  the  quality  of  the  America.n  nut,  which  the  Asiatic  variety  Ir.c^ccd,-  ' 
Tests  made  for  twelve  years  in  the  S.outh  have  indica.ted  thp.t  the  new  type  is 
immune  to  the  hlight,  '  .  ■ 

From  Montgomery  (Ala.,)  Advertiser,  Apr,  7  - 

G-OOE_  I'El'fS  -  Editorial  -  Hundreds  of  Alahama  farmers  will  pooh-pooh  the  idea 
that  grov/ing  cor:i  should  not  he  plov/cd  after  it  rea.ches  a„  height  of  two  a.r.d  a 
half  feet. 

^^y,   two  and  a  half  feet  would  only  put  it  up  to  Old  Beck' s  hollyhan.d,  and 
the  standard,  rulo-of-thumh  practice  in  "laying  hy"corn  is  to  give  it  a  last 
plowing  when  the  corn  reaches  half  way  up  her  colla^rjiames.  Late  plowing  cuts 
thou-sands  of  tiny  roots  a.nd  cuts  production, 
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Frcm  New  York  Times ^  April  21  - 

FAEI«  PAY  EEGHER  IN  STATE:  $101  A  kOl^Th  PLU:.  dO^U  IS  kiPOkTED  9%  ABOVE  194^ 
Alloany-F&rm  viage  rates  in  ^^e^T  York,  averaging  about  ^;,101  a  month  rdth  board 
additional,  run  about  9  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago,  the  Agriculture  Department 
said  today. 

In  a  Federal-State  report,  it  indicated  that  the  avera^^e  farm  v.-age  on  April 
1  ivas  50  percent  higher  than  in  1943  and  the  rate  "nearlv  trro  and  one-half  ' 
times  as  great  as  on  April  1^  1941". 

^  DECRY  PUERTO  RICO  PRICES j  5,000  CONSUIIERS  DEilAND  PUIiCKASE  OF  pnODSTFFFS  FROF 

U  ..-San  Juan-More  than  5,000  consumers  met  today -on  the  Sixto  Escobar  Athletic 

Grounas  to  protest  against  the  high  prices  of  foodstuffs  and  demand  that  Gov. 

;    TTl^^l^'^-  ^  "^^^^ure  giving  Government  markets  the  right  to  buy  food  in 
x.ne  Ui lit- eel  otates-, 

Pl^  Pablo  Morales  Otero,  director  of  the  Graduate  School  of  Tropical  Medicine 
o?  high^prfces!'  ^''""^  ""^^  ^^'"^  '^"^  essential  goods  because 


pnq4  P?-  '^"^^  T0B..CC0,  LIQUOR  IN  DRIVE  FOR  RE^/ENUS  TO  OFFSET  HIGH 

COSTo-Chicago-More  cities  are  putting  taxes  on  sales,  tobacco,  liquor  and 
gasoline  for  additional  revenue  to  offset  mounting  costs. 

do.-.^™d^'e  "^"^^  JOODS-Chicago-Prices  of  frozen  fo^ds  ar.  continuing 

long 'as  the  price  o?:?^^^"  Ime^ith  those  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  but  as  ^ 
ro?  drop  to  iiigh,  tne  cost  of  frozen  foods  will 

i-uo  aiop  -DO  tne  low  It^'-eis  expected  bv  tbe  indiist-r^r    rhpr-i^c  t?    -r  .  , 

of  the  r„iek  Fro.en  Food  Association       Chicago  said  Joday!      "  P'^''''.""" 

From  Chicago  Daily  Tribune,  April  21  - 

TOIDERFED  RECRUITS  TO  G^  BUILD  UP  COURSE  IF  BPTTATM  t..h  o 
percent  of  the  18  year  old  recru-its  Le  unfnt  ^        °^  "^^^  10 

undernourishment. and  physical  deiect^    th'"^r    f%''^'^^  ^""^  training,  o™,.  t 
"physical  developnent  cinteJs^"    Th^wfrii  '  •  '  ff^^^li^hi^g  ^Pecial 

weeks  during  whi  rh  thev  Tnni  ^o.o  I  c-nters  for  nine 

calories  co W  .a^'h^^^^^^^  "--d  rations-3,600 


to 
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From  San  Antonio, (Tex, )  Express,  April  11  - 


RETURN  OF  FAR1.'I  FLAG Et'  EM  TO  STATE  AGENCIES  ;J3V0CATED-A  plea  for  the-  return 
of  the  farm  placement  program^  novf  under  the  administration  of  county  agents 
over  the  state,  to  the  state  employment  services,  was  sounded  Thursday  by  iiobert 
M.  McKinley,  labor  member  of  the  Texas  Unemployment  Gompensation  Corrimission. 
The  program  is  nov  administered  by  county  agents  over  the  state,    he  spoke  to 
60  delegates  attending  the  sc^ven  state  employment  security  conference, 

McKinley  com.pared  the  farm  placement  program^  as  it  nov  operates,  to  an 
arm  "limp  in  a  sling."    He  suggested  that  the  pro.^ram  should  oe  jointly 
administered  along  with  the  rural  industries  prograiu,  b^.  state  agencies. 

Advantages  to  this  move,  accor*ding  to  ^^'"cKinley,  are  fourfold:    For  the 
relief  of  the  county  agents,  many  of  vrhom  do  the  job  "against  their  desires," 
so  agricultural  labor  can  be  transported  freelj'-  mthin  a  state;  for  the 
convenience  of  the  applicants  for  agricultural  v'ork,  and  "to  cut  appreciably" 
the  cost  of  administering  the  program. 


From  Manl-cato,  (Minn.)  Free  Press,  April  7  - 

FOLLOT:'S  THE  USUAL  PATTERN-Editorial-Twenty  tliree  years  ago,  during  the 
agricultural  depression  follov/ing  the  first  '•'•■orld  '"ar,  the  state  of  liinnesota 
went  into  the  farm  loan  business. 

Last  week  the  legislature  wrote  off  the  books  the^ last  obligations  of  this 
experiment  in  st?.te  financing — recording  a  loss  to  the  taxpayers  of  m.ore  than 
4-0  mdllions.    Granting  that  the  state  rural  credits  department  was  miis-managed 
in  several  past  administrations;  granting  that  politicians . took  advantage  of 
it  to  the  detriment  of  the  taxpayer;  the  fact  remains  that,  the  liistory  of  this 
departure  into  governmental  financing  follows  the  pattern  of  most  such  ventures, 

Tiiey  usually  result  in  an  eventual  loss,  and  a  hea-vy  one,  to  those  citizens 
who  pay  their  ''.vay,  scrape  and  save  and  foot  the  losses  of  their  less  businesslike 
brethern. 


From  Burlington  (Vt,)  Free  Press,  April  7  -  .. 

PCTJL'TRY,  EGG  PRIGES-Editorial-Qpinion  research  in  the  nation's  barnyards  is 
being  carried  on  this  spring  by  tho  Um.ted  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
sa.mpling  sentiment  on  a  proposal  that  the  Government  stop  supDortin,e:  poultry  and 
egg  prices. 

This  polling  was  suggested  by  the  chicken  and  egg  industry  itself,    '-^he  idea  is 
said  to  have  come  from,  the  Associated  Poultry  and  Egg  Industries,  r-hich  is  a  sort 
of  holding  company  for  nine  big  poultry  and  egg  associations.    In  asking  the  govern- 
ment to  discontinue  the  support  price  program  for  poultry  and  eggs,  this  organiza-tion 
contends  that  price  propping  encourages  overproduction  and  makes  it  difficult  for 
chickBO  raisers  to  get  back  to  a  normal  peacetime- scale  of  operations . 
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From  Memphis  Commercial  Appeal,  April  &— 


COTTOiT  ESSSAHCH  PEOGBAI^i -BSLISVED.  THEEAISIKICI) ■  BY  -n^TESSS  liT  EEPARTi-ffillT 
01  AGSII CULTURE  -  Cotton  men  who  are  in  touch  vith  the- Washington  :s-i*tuation_  f eel 
that  'there '-is  little-  hope  -bf-  o'dtairiing.  the  apjj^-opf i^^^  hegin  the 

research  program  authorized .hy  the  Eop€-?lannagan  Bill  at  the  present  tide. 

It  had  laeen  expected  when  Congress  convened  last  Jajiu'ary  that  some'. 
$19,000,000  would  "be  included  in -.the; .Deficiency"  Bill  .tp  get'  the  program  under 
"  way-iih  order  that  a  full  appropriation  r could' he  made^  for  the  fiscal,  year  "be- 
ginning July  -I*  '      ■ '  .•  ;       •;.        ;  "   ' .':  "{.^-  .  ,.■  -y j  ..  .      .  • 

l^ot  only  is  it  unlikely  that  there  will  "be  a  deficiency"  approgriat^^oh, 
but  theiie-'-is  some  quos.tidh  that  $hpre';will'  'be-.a-.'-reig^lpr.  appropriation* 

The  trouhle  apparently  is "political*     It  seems,  that -the  Sepuhlican  mem— 
■"bfers  of  the -Agri  cultural  Committers  iji  Congress  do  ;.3aot  like  the  setup  provided 
"by  Secretary  Anderson  within  hi s . department'  for  the- handling  of  research*  With- 
in recent  months  four  men  have  "been  named  to  handle  some  part  of  the  research 
program,  with  no  clear  definition  of- the  limitations  placed  on  any  of  them* 
The  result  has  "been  four  men  atternpting  to  go  four  different  ways,  with  their 
ideas  and.  directives  overlapping.    The  R^puhli cans  are  inclined  to.  let  the  con- 
fusion grov/  in  the  hope  that  it  will  permit  them  later  to  make  political::  capital 
out  of -it:*-  -They  wan t'": the  rQseairch'prograin,  "but  i^hey  want  to  "be  ahl&:;^"o' say5 
"Here '  is  a-^workahle  program  which,. v^e'  ^eVe'j.oped  after '.the'  i)emocrats  messed"  up  , 
the  one  th'ey-i tried -to .promo tsi*' ..- 


•■^Eom  Ghi-cago  Journal  of  Commerce'.; ■  Ap.r*  17.--.,  ■  ■ 

BSTTSH  TABIIS  AilD  BETTSR  LOAilS .  TimT- AIMS,  0?  BAlC^ffiRS. '^-  The  program  of-' the  ' 
'Illihois  Bankers  Association -  to  promote  closer'  co-operation  "between  hanlcers 
and  farmers'-'in  the  matter  of  soil  conservation  isi  meeting  with  a  "better  r.^sponse 
than  ISA  officials  hoped  for  when  the  movement  was  started  last  l'Tovem"ber.*; 
Lenders  in  rural  areas  report  to  the  association' s  comniittee  on  agriculture 
that  the  most  ^jorrowers  go  along  with '  the  program  readily- when  Its  advantages 
are  explained- to  the^i*.^  '     ,'  •  ■    .    •.  ■ 

Prom  Boston  Christian  Science  Mojiitorj.  Apr. '16  -  ■  "  .  •  '       '  ■ 

-■   mOL;  .  L'lIiL  IT- -SET  ;U.'  S.  TARI-PF  POllCY?-' :%shiDgton '-        the  rest  of  the 
world  anxiously  -v/atches  the  extent  of  the  willingness  of  the  United  States  '' 
to  reduce    trade  "barriers,  the  question  of  a  wool  tariff  suddenly  has  reached 
Congress,     It  will  supply  what  some  ohscrvcrs  think  may  "bo  a  test  case,  for  the 
whole  inoraontous  pro"blem,  ,,-         ;  ...  •• '  _  . 

■  HoprcsGntatives  of  18  nations-  are  .at  Geneva  ayo\/ed!ly  .seeking  to  cut  ta>riffs 
stimulate  trade,  and  promote  v/orkd  peace",'   In  the  IInited..States,-  simultaneously, 
the  specific  prohlom  has  aitocrgod  of  what  to  do  ahout  v/opl*    The  other  nations 
aro  scanning  .the  United  States  closely.    They  want  to  know  what  tariff  policy 
will  emerge^  .".Will -it  he  the  old'SmopiUHawley,  high- tar  iff  policy?    Or -the' 
newer  Cordcll  Hull  program  of -recipro'cal  trade:  agrpe'monts?  • 

The  question  of  v/ool,  it  is  "believed,.  ,hrlhg.s  tariff .  goneralitics '  down  to 
a  practical,  specific  case.     It  imi^iediately  has  raised  the  .question  of  the 
running  disagreement  "betv^eeri'  the  State  Department,  whose  representatives  at 
Geneva  &xc  socking  to  reduce  tariffs,  and  the  hard-headed,  pra,ctical  memhers 
of  the  P-epu'bli can- dominated  House  Ways  a"nd  Means  ComraitteG,  who  are  deeply 
conscious  of  the  Geneva  program, 
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From  S.t",  Paul  (Minn,)  .  Pioneer  Pre s 5,  ,: Ap .:!;•.«■.,  16  ^       .  . 

.PLAIT  pon  3IG- JALL  ,PIG  ORGP,'  PASMSHS  TOLD..-  Minnesota  ' farmer s  were  urged 
to  plan  for  a  large  fall  pig.  crop  Tuesday  "oy  Dvora,cek,  extension  econonist 

at  University  Parm, 

Ho  made,  his  re,c»mraendatipn  in  the  face  of  erqjected  lower  hog  prices  "by  fall, 
.,   ■      "The  number  of. hogs  in  .the  United.  States  is  no v/  well  "below  normal,"  Dvo-*" 
racek  pointed  out.,     "Latest  figures  show  present  hog  population  is  7  per  cent 
less  . than  at  .this  time. a  year  ago.,"  ,        ,-.  ' 

With  this  situation  Dvoracek  "believe?  hog  prices  will  remain  high  enough 
in  1948  to  justify  at  least  limited  ojcpansion. 

In  considering  next  fall's, pig  crop,  farmers  shoTild  plan  on  the  conservative 
•"basis,  of  hogs  selling  near  support  levoLs., 


Prom  Ifew  Orleans  Times-Picayrme,.  Apr,  16.  -» 

SfiULteHffiY  CROP  LOSSES  EST IKATSD  AT,  $5,000,000;  SIIIAGRA. ' SAYS  YEAH  'MOST 
'disastrous  III  HISTORY'  -  .Hammond,  Lfi,  -  Terming  this  season. "the  Aost  disas- 
trous in  the  history  of  the  "berry  industry,  "  Mayor  Charles  Sinagra  of  Indepen- 
dence, official  of  the  Louisiana  Strawlserry  Selling  Agency  here,  said  today 
that  "$5,000,000  is  a  conservative  estimate  of  the  losses  thus  far," 

G-rowers  sa,id  Monday's  losses  alone  may  "bd  as  high  a,s  half  a  million  dollars, 
(Quantities  of  stemmed  "berries,  rOiiortedly  valued  at  more  than  $5000,  v;ere 
seized  "by  representatives  of  the  state  "board  of  health,  working  in  co-opera,tion 
with  the  United  States  department  of  agricultur.e,  in  compliance  with  provisions 
of  the  pure  fpod  and  drug  act,  grower?  here  sai,d»    ^Ho  stemmed  "berries  reportedly 
are  "being  .held  for  investigation  and  no  disposition  was  made  of  the  shipment 
Tuesday  nigh.t,  .,  ,  ,  ... 

At  Ponch5i,toula,   seyerq.1  growers,  were  reported  to  have  dumped  loads  of 
"berries  after  finding  the  crop  was  too  watersoakod  for  sale.    Highway  residents 
said  "boxes  of  "berries  from  at  least  one  truck  v/ere  lining  the  road. 

Prom  G-r and  Rapids  (Mich.)  Press,  •  Ap.r.,  16.  -  . 

BEET  LABOR  IS  ASSURED  -  Saginaw  -  The  Farmers  and  Manufacturers.  Beet 
Sugar  association  has  assured  farmers  an  adequate  supply  of  sugar  "beet  workers 
for  this  season,  .  . 

"More  a,nd  better  labor  than  in  any  years  . since  the  war  seems  a.ssured  for 
the  1947  "beet  crop,  "  the  association,  reports,     "Porest  injury  to  crops  in 
Texas'  is  releasing  workers  to  sugar  "beet  areas.    You  n'eed  not  have  worries  about 
an  adcqv.ate  labor  supply  this  spring," 

With  the  help  of  federal  agencies,,  growers'  organizations  have  succeeded 
in  getting  provisions  written  into  the  1947  contract  with  processors  so  that 
they  will  share  in  any  advance  in  su^r  prices  during  the  new  crop  marketing 
season.     There  is  some  expectancy  that  sugar  priCds  may  advance'if  and  when 
government  controls  are  removed, 

Tiic  contract  provides  for  a  50-50  sharing  of 'any  prospective  price  incroasq. 
There  was  no.  such. provision  in  the  1S46  contract,  ' 
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Fron  Nev'  York  Tines,  April  22  -  ''V  y 

ANDERSON  DRilFTS  FOOD-FDR-ALL  PLAN-  SEEKS  TO  AID  BUHNG  POM  OF  POOR  IN 
BAD  TIlES,  REVERSES  NEY  DKIL  '  SCARCITY' -lyashington-AP-3ecretary  of  Apriculture 
Clinton  P.' Anderson  proposed  today  (to  the  House  Agriculture  Committee)  a 
long  range  farai  program  of  abundance — in  ^cad  times  the  Governinent  T;oula  ^oost 
the  food  buying  povrer  of  the  poor  rather  than  pay  farmers  to  produce  less. 

He  proposed  also  that  this  country  enter  international  agreements 
providing  for  sale  of  s-arplus  larai  coiiiiiiociities  to  neea^   countries  at  cut 
prices. 

Calling  for  a  future  program  of  "organized,  sustained  ana  realistic 
abundance,"  rather  than  a  return  to  the  pre  war  production  controls  of 
the  Roosevelt    administration,  Mr.  Anderson  said  "floors  under  consurr^f:  on" 
as  T/ell  as  under  farm  prices  are  needed, 

^  consumption  could  be  loroidded,  he  said,  b-  "a  surplus 

distribution  program  of  perhaps  som.e  sort  of  food  allotment  r)ro.-ram  avail? b]e 
at  all  tmes—something  flexible  enough  to  meet  both  chronic  ard  acute" 
shortages  of  buying  pov/er. 


LITTLE  RELIEF  IN  PRICES  SESI^-^ashington-Secretar-y  Anderson  in  h^  s  testi- 

?ood  T^f  ^'  °^  -  -tail 

food  prices  m  the  foreseeable  future.    But  he  said  that  irben  the  rdnter  croD 

hits  the  market  wheat,  would  probably  dron  to  ^2  a  bushel.  ^ 
and  th^t  ."^^'^/^"^^^^-•^/^^od  demands  are  likely  to  rem.ain  hj^gh  for  some  tim.e 
SmndPd  ^"^.I'^.r  ^'"^"^-l^  train  their  long  range  production  sights  on  an 
expanded, _  rather  than  a  restricted,  output. 


c  PEAK:  MLHS  TELLS  CH^ilN  PARLEY  PRICES  ARE  i'OV  DECLIMrG 

Ji^^e  deJlin^^g.  '"^'^  ^^'^^^^         ^^^^^^^  tneir  peak  and 

(he  cited  '!^ain'nurcvr''  "Gover...ent  manipulation  01  co..:odity  markets 

yesterdlf  S  ZJ^^^^^.^^^^'^^^         cheese  prices  ..re  reduced 
iT^-arkets  slumped  for  the  se^^nH        '  stores  here  as  Drices  in  the  r^;olesale 
their  prices'on  chLdaJ  ^h         t"^rtr?iv""'r  T"'  ^  '''''"^''^ 
a  pound.    Butter  prices  ?n  ;:ny    h  ;s  rancid  ^''^  I'  ^^^'^ 

three  cents  below  last  Friday's.  ^       ^    '^^''^-^^  ^''^  ^^^^^ 
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Frorn  Nevr  York  Tines,  April  22  ~ 

K^miERS  mm  agent  for  MLK  price  T.iKS-Albany-Eepresentatlves  of  dairy 
farmers  serving  the  '^ev:  York  City  area,  striving  to  prevent  a  possible  milk 
strike,  designated  a  common  bargaining  agent  today  to  negotiate  Tn.th  the 
dealers  for  premi-ura  prices  on  May  and  Jime  fluid  m.ilk. 


URGES  CONGRESS  ADD  TO  SCHOOL  LUNCH  Alb-V/ashington-Charles  Y/.  Holnan, 
secretary  of  the  National  Cooperative  Milk  Producers  Federation,  ^arged 
Congress  today  to  appropriate  sufficient  funds  to  perrrit  "a  moderate  expansion" 
of • the  national  school  lunch  program, 

Mr.  Holman  made  the  plea  to  a  House  subcomm.ittee  on  agric^jltural 
appropriations.    He  also  recomrnended  pr  viding  funds  for  the  admin2.stration 
of  Federal  milk  marketing  orders  at  the  same  level  in  the  19^S  fiscal  year 
as  in  the  current  fiscal  term. 


From  .Wall  Street  Joiirnal,  --ipril  22  - 

GROCERY  BILLS  SOON  '^lTLL  3E  NOTICF/.BLY  H: SSVPATNFUL. -Prices  on  basic  f^od 
commodities  slip  steadily  from,  lart  month's  peak.  _  So+h  hogs  and  crttle  hit 
$30  a  hundred  pounds  in  February-March,    Top  hog  prices  are  nor-  around 
|24.,50,  cattle  prices  Just  ovey  In2.6, 

ViholeS'"le  buttoj.  T^orth  76  cents  a  pound  in  Chicaro  last  month  nor^  sells 
about  20  cents  cheaper,    ""heat  that  nent  as  liigh  as  ^0*^5  a  busliel  in  March 
is  now  ?-round  $2,75.    ■''ind  more  than  20  cents  has  been  clipped  from  the  price 
of  a  bushel  of  corn  in  less  than  four  T/eeks , 

Price  "trimming"  on  canned  foods  (alrep-dy  started)  could  easil^^  turn 
into  sharp  price  "cutting"  by  summer. 


I'ATS  AND  OILS  PRICES  ARE  BEING  nl.CKW  DOlMv  STK-DILY  BY  CONSUMER  RESISTANCE- 
Significance  to  the  man  on  the  street  lies  in  the  prospect  of  cheaper  soap, 
shortening,  salad  oils,  margarine,  mayonnaise. 

Other  edible  oils  are  skidding  dowi  the  price  ladder  too,  Soytean, 
cottonseed,  peanut  and  corn  oils  have  suffered  losses  of  from  5  cents  to 
10  cents  a  pound  in  a  matter  of  creeks. 


TOBACCO  E)1P0RTS  may  not  sufj  er  too  seriously  from  aoilar  nungrv  Ei'igland's 
raising  of  the  tobacco  tariif ,    U.S,  experts  aouot  tuat  tiit,  %itca  Kingdom 
v/ill  be  able  to  v;ean  its  smokers  from  ^anerican  1-dai  r.ierely  by  imposing  a 
high  duty. 
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IVom  Minneapolis  (liinn.)  Triliune,  Apr,  11  -       ■•        .     .'.  .       .     "  • 

AipiRSmT  -Ami-IAMi  PLOT;  CJiA-RG-IjS  3AST  SDSKS  TO  LOl/SR  PRICES  _  ¥ashlng- 

ton  -  Selfish '"eastern  interests  are  "behind  a  drive  to  knock  dovm  the  price  of 
farn  prodiacts,  P.eiD,  H,  Carl  Andersen  (P.,  Minn.)   charged  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives Thursda7,  . 

He  did  not  identify  these  (interests"  nore  specifically  nor  connect  up  the 
"drive"  directly  with  President  Trxirnan' s  canpaign  for  lo'/er  prices. 

Both  industry  and  la"bor  have  Taecn  pointing  to  high,  food  prices,  hov/ever,  as 
one  of  the  explanations  for  high  wages  and  prices  of  manufactured  goods, 

"We  should  proceed  v/ith  extreme  caution,  "  Rep,  Andersen  said,  ""before  we 
decide  as  a  nation  to  again  allow  anything  other  than  the  law  of  supply  and  de-* 
"mand  to  dictate  our  price  levels,"  ... 

Prom  El  Paso  (Tex,)  Tines,  Apr,  10  - 

UlTIOi'  RAPS  PARIi  LABOR  IMPORT  PIAIT  -  Aiaerican  Pederatipn.  of  Lahor  officials 
¥ednesday  attacked  the  validity  of  the  application  of  SI  Paso  Cotton  G-rov/ers' 
Association  for  the  Importation  of  4,000  alien  farm  workers  to  produce  the  1947 
crop,  • 

'Union  officials  also  condemned  the  32  cents  per  hour  v;age  scale  set  up  in 
the  applica'cion  as  "undermining  the  living  standards"  of  South-we stern  farn  work- 
ers, 

■  Application  for  the  farm  worker  inporta,tion  was  filed  "by  Ord  Gary,  represen- 
tative of  the  asso'Ciation,  and  rc-oresented  that  there  was  a  dearth,  of  domestic 
workers  according  to  George  Wehher,  district  vice-president  of  the  A,P,L, ,  U,  S, 
Immigration  Service  officials,  referred  the  associa,tion' s  application  to  Sehher, 
who  advised  that  domestic  labor  could  he  supplied  at  the  prevailing  farn  worker' 
rate  of  60  cents  per  houro    American  worlcers  are  availahic  in  the  Southv/cst  a.nd 
can  "be  supplied  in  tine  to  ncK^t  the  sePoSonal  demand,  Vfchhcr  said,   if  the  standard 
wage  scale  is  operative. 

Prom  Boston  Gliristian  Science  Monitor,  Apr,  12  - 

PRESmniTT  AlTD  pRICJiS  -  Editorial  -  President  Tram.an  has  drawn  two  sharply 
contrasting  kinds  of  response  to  his  urgent  plea  for  price  cuts.     Some  husihess— 
men  are  a.nswering  with  sharp  price  reductions.    Others  are  replying  with  sharp 
criticism.    Both  may  help. 

The  scattered  moves  to  cut  prices  so  far  reported  are  getting  good  publicity^ 
ICany  retailers  have  heen  aware  of  increasing  huyer  resistance,  and  have. "been 
pressing  v/holesalors  and  manufacturers  for  reductions.     Others  may  feel  as 
strongly  as  ¥illian  Kolh,  head  of  a  hig  clothing  firm  in  Rhode  Island,  who  ; 
announced  a  20  to  53  per  cent  cut  saj/'ing: 

"Now  is  the  time  to  forget  ahout  profits.     The  ilation' s  future  is  threatened 
unless  something  is  doon  ahout  runaway  prices," 
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From  Chicago  I'rio-uj.ic,  Apr,  11  - 

HISIj-TG-  PlllCIilS  -  Editorial  -  A  special  caljinet  ncctinr-;,  vrell  advertised  in 
advance,  has  considered  the  question  of  rising  prices,     Tims  Ilr,  Trttr.mn  hopes  to 
get  a  repata.tion  as  the  housewife's  friend*    Kc  ha.s  made  a  gesture  v;hich  is  sup- 
posed to  indicate  to  everyliody  that  ,  he  disapproves  of  increases  in  the  cost  of 
livin;^  and  is  considering  vra.ys  and  means  of  preventing  then. 

When  Kr,  Truriian  gets  around  to  examining  causes  and  proposing  remedies,  it 
is  to  he  hoped  that  ho  does  not  overlook  his  own  re'sponsihilitics,     -here  is 
the  natter  of  foreign  loans,   for  example,   some  of  which  he  has  made  alrea,d7  and 
others  v/hich  he  intends  to  make.     Their  purpose  is  to  give  foreign  customers  ir.-- 
crcased  purchasing  pov/or  in  this  country  at  a  tine  v/hen  the  domestic  demand  is 
already  great,    Hr,  Trunan  has  made  it  easy  for  foreign  consujnors  and  mr.nufac-- 
turcrs  to  compete  v/ith  our  own  people  for  a  limited  supply  of  goods.    He  has 
therefore  made  a  major  contrihution  to  the  price  advance  that  has  taken  place, 

Prom  Providence  Journal,  Apr,  10  ~ 

•■:         PRIC2  PJ^SPO'/SIIILITY  _  Editorial  ~  A  special  Cahinct    neeting  called  iDy 
the  President  to  consider  the  price  situation  is  a  rare  event.     The  present '^fr ice 
level  is  prohahly  sufficient  justification  in  itself  for  summoning  such'  an  cx- 

;  traordinary  conference.     But  "beyond  that  is  Kr,  Truman's  franJ:  expression  of 
his  personal  .concern  ahout  high  prices. 

It  may  "be  conceded  that  the  -orcsidential  anxiety  is  .'genuine,    ^^^r,  Traman 
nay  l)e  thinlcing  ahout  the  prohlcm  In  purely  economic  terms.     It  is  not'  "beyond 

■  the  realm  of  possibility,  hov/ever,   that  he  is  also  considering  t^ie  potentic-1 
political  conGe'.iur.nccs  for  his  Administration  if  price  inflation  is  not  Drought 
to- -a  halt.    It  would 'ho  even  hotter  if  prices  could  "be  pushed  downward. 

The  President  is  to  ho  cojnm.ended  for  hrin;ang  the  price  issue  so  sharply 
into  focus  "by  calling  a  special  ca"binet  meeting. 

From  Philadelphia  Bulletin,  Apr.  17  - 

COi'GBAC::  "OR  CTxGSTi.'UTS      r^ditorial  -  After  a"bout  40  years,   there's  liope 
that  the  tast;/  cl-cstnut  again  v/ill  thrive  in  Pennsylvania.'  s  fields  and  forests 
eventuall;/  producting  a  timher  crop  that  once  was  worth  millions  annually. 

In  co-operation  witli  forest  pathologists  of  the  Federal  Department  of  Agri- 
culture,  the  State  Department  of  Forests  and  l/aters  is  planting  60  hy"brid 
seedlings  in  Logan  forest,  rluntingdon  County,     The  hy'brid  is  a  cros-s  hcti-;ecn_ 
the  American  chestnut  and  the  Asiatic  tree,  which  has  hcen  "blight  resistant. 
It  retains  the  quality  of  the  American  nut,  which  the  Asiatic  variety  lacked* 
Tests  made  for  tv;elvc  years  in  the  Sou.th  have  indicated  tla?,t  the  .new  type  is 
imune  to  the  hlight. 

From  Montgomery  (Ala.)  Advertiser,  Apr,  7  - 

G-OOD_ -:.Jl'fS  —  Editorial  -  Hundreds  of  Alca"bama  farmers  will  i^ooh-p'r^oh  the  idea 
that  .;rov/ing  cor;i  should  not  he  plov/ed  after  it  reaches  a  height  of  two  and  a 
half  feet, 

^.iHiy,   two  and  a  half  feet  would  only  put  it  up  to  Old_  Beck's  "bollyhand,  and 
the.  standard,  rulo«-of-thun"b  -oracticc  in  "laying  hy"corn  is  to  give  it  a  last 
plowing  when  the  corn  reaches  ha,lf  way  up  her  collarjiames.  Late  plowing  cuts 
thousands  of  tiny  roots  and  cuts  production, 

  Farm  Di-est  815-1-7 


21)^*7 DAILY  Fmi  ^WS  DIGEST  ^  \u.S.  DEPARTOENt  OF  AGRTCn.TURE 

/)  /  /^(F^^  ^Pril  28,  1947)  ,  ^        \       Office  of  Information 


■  V 


Washington  25,  D.G. 


.  .(.The  neiTTspapers  and\-magazines  from  which  these  agricultiaral  items 
are  taken  are  on  file  in -Press  Service,  Room        A.    Phone  Gene  ^arrison  at 
6C31.)  '  ■ 


From  New  York  Tijnes,  April  2^-^ 

BASIC,  T.IDER  CUTS  IN  PRICES  SOUGHT  TO  PIGHT  INFLATION;  NEl/'mURYPORT 
PTJiN  HELD  GOOD  SO  Fi^Jl  AS  IT  GOES  BUT  I-ICRE  /iRE  URGED  TO  ADOPT  IT-A  more  basic 
and  permanent  reduction  in  prices  than  the  "Newburyport  Plan"  was  demanded 
yesterday  by  consumers  and  some  business  leaders  here  and  in  Washington. 

Leon  H,  Keyserling,  vice  chairman  of  the  Council  of  Economic 
Advisers,  said  price  cuts  already  made  on  some  items  rrexo  "encoura,5Lng"  but 
did "not  measure  up  to  what  needs  to  be  done." 

He  called  for    "systematic  and  orderly  price  reductions  on  a  large 
enough  scale  to  be  significant"  in  those  industries  where  prices  ^/«re  still 
too  high.    He  spoke  over  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  S^'stem. 


the  prices  T'^J^  ^"^''^  '^"^  P^ICES-The  food  industry  must  deliver 

zne  priceg  it  promised  the  consumer,  when  it  sought  removal  of  controls  Patc,^ 
D'Agostmo,  president  of  the  ^^ational  Association  of  Retail  Grocprs  warned  ^ 
oyer  the  weekend.    In  a  letter  urging  cooperation  of  food'  su'S-?e1s  in  ?he 
nationwide  campaign  of  independent  retailers  to  obtain  lower  i^od  prices. 

The  Natidnaf?^:^?L^^^3:^n^L~^ 

responsible  for  "artif-' ci  nn.r  hTn-hn  i;,^      cnargtd  today  that  big  business  is 


^"^^  ^^'^  ILTORT  OF  JAPAN  COTTON  BY  PRI'WiT^  PTIYFRq  qpT  a  qtt^t^  v    u-  ^ 
S?e™ifbr:i?^^f^J  Compar..  announc:f^I:/S\e^LfoJ^^^^^ 

mder  the  ch'^JLSsS^of's^Sti^'S^ff ^  Cor^^aittee  on  tne  Econondc  Report, 

study  of  the  Question^?  h.S  pScIs  ^n.  ''^'■'"'f  f  f^'  ''"^^^ 

feature  of  the  proposed  inqS'ry Is  thTi  t tf5  ^^^^^^^g-    One  encouraging 

properly  belongs,  namely    on'^ar^  nn    L^V  ^^^^^^  emphasis  where  it 

risen  UO  percfni,  wherels  prico^^  S?hcr  tha^ff f        '^39  farmprices  have 
60  percent  and  iron  and  steS  dS^s  Svp  v.^""?  ^^^^^  -^^-1^ 

balance  which  prev.-.-fs  in  ^he  n^.' ^      /     T  ^^^^"^       percent.    The  u/ 
very  sharp  rise  in  io:d'prS:s'l^rfa^^"^S:s!^^'"'  ^^'"^^'^^  ^^^^ 
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From  N,  Y.  Journal  of  Conmerce,  ^'^pril  28  - 

HIGHER  GR/.IR  IMRGINS  PRO\^  EFFECTIVE  CURB-Y^asMngton- J .  M.  Mehl, 
Administrator  of  the  ConTinodity  Exchange  Authority,  said  today  that  increased 
margin  roquironents  adopted  by  grain  exchanges  in  March  materially  lessened 
the  danger  of  "a  boom  and  bust  rriarket," 


GRivNGE  SUEivDLTS  BROAD  FrJlM  PL/iN-¥ashington-The  ^^ational  Grange  handed 
CongrBss  at  the  week-end  a  siveeping  farm  program  calling  for  a  national 
"economy  of  abundance," 

'       Albert  i^.  Goss,  grange  m.aster  v/ho  presented  the  plan  to  the  House 
Agriculture  Comi;iittee,  said  potential  surpluses  from  a  35  percent  increase  in 
farm  production  "when  and  if  war  caused  demands  cease"  constitute  "the  heart 
of  the  farm  program.." 


mm  LEVELING  OFF  IK  LlU'iBER  PRICES  BEJ.IIGS:  BIG  DIP  SEETl  BY  YK^RETO- 
Lumber  prices  have  begun  to  level  off  throughout  the  country,  laying  the  basis 
for  a  substantially  lower  price  level  before  the  end  of  the  year,  both  marufacturer 
and  distributors  reported  over  the  weekend. 


GE  RAISES  PRICES,  RET/ilL'  CUTS  SPREAD-President  Trman's  price  reduction 
drive  received  a  sharp  setback  yesterday  from  industrial  quarters.    In  the  face 
of  both  Vfasliington  pressure  and  scattered  price  cuts  of  last  v/eek,  the  General 
Electric  Co,  announced  that  it  mil  increase  prices  an  average  of  7  percent, 
following  conclusion  of  a  wage  agreement  for  15c  an  hour  raises. 

At  the  same  tim.e,  the  Ifetional  /.ssociation  of  Manufactiarers  dj.sclosed 
that  only  one  of  every  five  m.emibers  replying  to  a  questionnaire  reported  price 
cuts  on  at  least  one  iDroduct  since  the  beginning  of  the  year. 


From  Balitmore  Sun,  April  28  -  ■ 

NEYffiURYPORT  PRICE  CUTTING  T.TLKS  SUPPORT-r-New  York-The  Nevrburyport  Plan 
of  ten  percent  across  the  board  retail  price  cuts  is  receiving  widely  scattered 
support  an  Associated  Press  siorvey  showed  today, 

MeamThile,  President  Truman's  pleas    for  price  cutting  received  some 

industrial  support. 

In.  Nevirburyport ,  Liass,  \vhere  the  antiinf lation  expurinient  originated, 
retail  merchants  reported  yesterday's  salus  wtr^  40  percent  above  a  nonrial 

Saturday,  and  attributed  it  to  shoppers  flocking  in  from  surrounding  communities. 

The  ten  percent  cuts  originallj'-  v/ere  scheduled  to  run  for  ten  days 

in  that  city,  but  sponsors  of  the  diea  are  considerincr  indefinite  continuance. 
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Trora  ITashville  Tennessean,  Apr,  18  - 

■  Aili-lO  'I'-JISH  A  SACKriES  -  Editorial  -  Parity  price  support  on  hogs,  was  hiked 
$1.35:  this  v;eek  "by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,    That  announcement,  looks  like 
>ready,.  ammunition  for  -the  anti-OPA,  ahti-JTew  Peal,  anti— administration  guns.  The 
only  trouhle  is  that  the  ammunition  has  a  tremendous  "back-kick. 

Of  late  the  "bi^  time' prof  iteers  who  kille'd  OPA  for  the  purpose,  as  Mr. 
Truman  suggested  recently,  of  going  "whole  hog  for  profits"  have  TDeen  explainr- 
ing  that  most  of  the  lifting  vovjer  in  the  price  "balloon  has  come  from,  zooming 
farm  prices^    And  of  course  the  administration  and  its  agr i cul turs-1  "bureau- 
cracy are  responsi'ble  for  that, 

TliC  falsity  of  the  explanation  is  a"bvlous    when    it  is  realized  that  ma.r— 
ket  prices  foi:  farm  goods  are  far  aliove  parity.     The  government  hiked  the 
parity  price  on  hoga  "by  $1»35,    But  parity  is  s-till  $10  per  hundred  less  than 
msj-ket  price,  , 

The  administration's  support  policy  has  made  agricultural  prices  as  cheap 
as^  they  are.  Without  the  encouragement  given  to  farmers  to  expand  production, 
no'body  "below  the  #10,000  class  would  or  could  "be  eating  iDacon  today.  And  hams 
would  "be  as  rare  as.  canvas"back  duck. 


Prom  Heno  (l?ev,)  Gazette,  Apr,  16  - 

PRIOSS  APTEE  TWO  YEAES  -  Editorial  -  'If  prise  trends  after  V-J  day  had 
followed  the  pattern  of  the  period  after  the  first  v/orld  war,   the  declines 
v/hich  economists  are  finally  predicting  would  have  "been  noticea"ble  months  ago. 

It  is  -nov/  some  twenty  months  after  the  end  of  hostilities  in  the  second 
^^forld  v/a.-',  tut  the  real  drop  in  prices  after  world  wax  I  iDegan  just  eighteen 
months  after  the  armistice. 

During  the  eighteen  months  "between  Hovem"ber,  1918,.  and  Ilay,  1920^  the 
general  wholesale  price  level  had  risen  23  per  cent,  ■  In  the  twenty  months  "be- 
tween August,  1945,  and  April,  1947,  it  has  risen  41  per  cent, 

Hov;ever,  it  has  risen  in  1947  from  a  lower  "bage.    The  wholesale  price 
index  pf  the/United  States  "bioreau  of  labor  statistics  at  the  end  of  i-'Iarch, 
1947,  was  still  eighteen  points  lower  than  at  the  neak  of  v/orld  war  I  loricos 
in  May,  1920, 

The  most  important  question  "being  discussed  "by  economists  and  laymen  today 
is  v;hethor  anj-  general  price  decline  now  will  last  as  long  ans  "be  as  precipi- 
tous as  the  pi'ice  decline  of  1920,    There  are  a  num"ber  of-  reasons  for  dou"bting 
that  post-v/ar  economic  history  of  more  than  a  quarter- century  ago  v/ill  "be  ro- 
p'ca'ted,  ■  ■  . 

Prom  C-reen  Say  (Wis,)  Press-Gazetter,  Apr.  17  - 

E3EDS  CP  IHS  DAISY  IIOTSTEY  ~  Editorial  -'A  grade  of  evaporated  milk  that 
a  working  msji  can  carry  in.  his  lunch  "box,  open,  mix  with  water  and  use  as  a 
meal-time  "beverage  is  "certainly  one  of  the  great  needs  of  the  dairy  industry 
as  George  E,  Holm,   chief  of  the  research  division  of  the  federal  "bureau  of 
dairy  industr;r^  recently  told  Wisconsin  dairymen,       ,  ■ 

Such  a  discovery  would  certainly  "bring  a  tremendous  "boom  to  the  evaporated 
milk  industry  and  ^'ould  go  far  toward  eliminating  the  great  waste  of  milk  pro- 
tein, of  which  Mr,  Hold  complains.     It  is  his  opinion; that  only  50,8  per  cent 
of  milk  protein  Is  now  used  for  human "food.    Another  great  need  which  Mr,  Holm 
mentions  is:  for  a  consumer  sixe  package  of  natural  cheese  of  one  or  two  pounds, 
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ckson  (i-Iiss,)  Clarion-Lcdgcr ,  Apr*  14  - 

SPRING-  OH  TIE  7-ABil  MD  IVEEJ'IEIiTC-  L002S  GOOL  -  Editorial  -  It's  the  tine 
of  year  when  a  farm  looks  good*    Hven  this  year,  when  v/intcr  hung  on  so  stab- 
hornly,  the  lure  of  the  country  is  making  itself  felt,  and  in  earnest,  too. 
The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  reports  that  a  million  Ycterar.s 
arc  coming  hack  to  the  farms,    Ealf  of  them  are  starting  out  on  a  new  career 
of  farming.    The  rest  are  memoers  of  farm  fajnilies,  many  taking  over  home  farms 
from  their  fathers  who  have  hcen  holding  on  through  the  war,  and  arc  pretty 
tired. 

Most  of  the  new  farmers  are  going  at  the  business  in  a  scientific  manner. 
County  agents  round  them  up  and  hold  evening  meetings.     They  attend  dairy  imr- 
provcmcnt  odiioits,  stock  shows,  read  technical  farm  journals,  listen  to  state 
agricultural  lecturers,    "li/licn  the  farmer  ouys  a  tractor,  his  wife  is  apt  to 
hu.y  a  dishwashing  machine,    liTnen  he  contracts  for  5,000  feet  of  electric  fence 
for  the  pa-sturc,   she  gets  an  electric  refrigerator  for  the  house.  Bills? 
Dehts?  Rent?  Mortgage  money?     Thoy  expect  to  meet  it  all.     They  are  young, 
Tarm  prices  have  heen  good©    3ven  if  prices  drop,  as  many  thirlc  ,thcy  v;ill,  they 
do  not  only  expect  to  get  hy  hut  are  determined  to  do  so, 

It^s  a.  heartening  story  of  young  America  goir^  at  an  old  vital  business 
in  a  ncv/  v;ay, 

Prom  Richmond  (Va,)  Times-Dispatch,  Apr,  22  - 

AHOTEJR  APPEAL  TO  ESASOil  -  Editorial  ~  Because  a  severe  "business  slump 
in  the  United  States  must  incvitahly  he  followed  hy  a  v/orld  slump,  President 
Truma.n  yesterday  again  called  for  "moderation  hy  husincss,  forhearance  hy 
Ishor,  all-out  effort  hy  fa.rmcrs,  and  a  soli',  front  a.gainst  tax  cuts," 

If  the  various  elements  in  the  na,tional  economy  comply  v;ith  the  President's 
request,  a.nqther  spiral  of  inflation  can  oe  nipped  in  the  hud,  and  the  threat 
of  a  severe  depression  will  vanish. 

In  repea,ting  his  appeal  to  common  sense,  the  President  this  time  made 
no  threats  and  no  promises.    He  did  not  seek  to  intimidate  husiness  hy  pled^ 
ing  lahor  his  support  of  demands  for  still  higher  v/agcs  in  the  event  tliat  the 
cost  of  living  continues  to  rise,    ITor  did  he  promise  husiness  immunity  from 
antitrust  la.ws  as  an  inducement  to  a  concerted  price-control  hy  husincss.  Her 
merely  stated  the  case  as  it  stands,   outlined  the  a.lternative,  and  let  it  go  at 
that. 

This  is  a  chance  for  husincss,   industry,  and  lahor  to  prove  to  totalitarian 
prophets  of  doom  that  the  capitaJist  economy  can  avert  a  crisis  withput  govern- 
mentPol  coercion.     Should  it  fail  to  do  so,   the  advocates  of  hureaucratic  con~ 
trol  and  strait ja.cket  security  will  he  ahlc  to  gloat,   "I  told  you  so," 

Prom  St.  Louis  (Mo.)  Post-Dispatch,  Apr,  21  - 

TOi-ATOES  HIGHEST  IH  PIFTY  YEARS  OP  DEALER'  S  lOiOHY  -  Tomatoes  were  selling 
on  Produce  Rov/  here  this  morning  at  the  highest  price  in  the  50  years'  mar- 
keting exocricnce  of  one  dealer,  and  will  go  still  higher  tov/ard  the  end  of 
the  week,  it  was  reported,.  Dealers  are  cha.rging  ahout  $9^50  for  a  lug  of  25 
to  30  pounds,  a,s  compared  v/ith  a  norma.l  price  of  $4  or  $5,  and  last  vfcek' s 
figures  of  $6 

Rains  and  frost  in  Florida  have  v/ashed  out  that  usual -(source  of  supply 
for  tomatoes  and  green  peppers,  dealers  explained. 


Farm  Digest  865-47 


'll'J^.ILl  i-mM  .CEWS  DIGEST  ^  .    .^.S^'' ifePARTMENT  OF  AGEICULTURE 

(For  Api-il  23,  19^7)  Information 

Washington  25^  D.C. 


^  ^  (The  newspapers  and  ii|igazines  fiSoA  'li^ich  thlse  agricultural  items  are 

taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  ^l^A.    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I.) 

From  New  York  Times,  April  SVj*  - 

FOOD -BUYING  PLAN  OF  ANDERSON  URGED;  INDUSTRY  LEADERS  HOLD  MORE  PURCHASING 
POWER  IN  LIEU  OF  LESS  OUTPUT  RIGHT  APPROACH  -  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  P. 
Anderson's  proposed  plan  to  increalse  food  huying  power  rather  than  cut  food  pro- 
duction \'T&B  greeted  as  a  more  realistic  approach  to  the  surplus  problem  hy  leaders 
of  the  food  industry    yesterday.     They  warned,  however,  success  of  the  program 
and  the  degree  of  support  it  will  receive  from  the  food  industry  will  depend  on 
how  it  is  implemented. 

Success  of  the  food-stamp  plan  in  the  late  Thirties,  they  pointed  out,  was 
largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Government  kept  it  out  of  "bureaucratic  hands  and 
allowed  the  food  to  pass  to  the  consumer  through  normal  distrihution  channels. 

By  the  same  token,  they  said,  the  Government's  first  efforts  in  this  field 
following  collapse  of  farm  prices  after  1929  resulted  in  complete  market  chaos. 
Government  "buying  of  farm  commodities  at  that  time  and  its  dumping  of  them  in- 
discriminately on  the  market  disrupted  normal  trade  channels,  they  noted,  and  v/as 
generally  unsuccessful  in  fulfilling  its  aims. 

Patsy  D'Agostino,  president.  National  Association  of  Retail  Grocers,  said 
■experience  of  the  nation's  grocers  was  good  under  the  food-stamp  plan  and  that  a 
similar  plan  els  suggested  by  Secretary  Anderson  would  have  the  full  support  of 
retail  merchants.  .... 

Spokesmen  for  grocery  wholesalers  pointed  out  that  the  department's  present 
program  for  free  school  lunches  Is  working  out  successfully  because  the "food  Is 
both  bought  and  sold  locally  v/hen  possible  through  established  trade  channels.  If 
the  same  methods  are  employed  in  the  proposed  stamp  program  they  would  meet  trade 
'■ .  approval. 


FAO  BODY  REJECTS  WORLD  FOOD- -GROUP-;  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  FEARS  ITS  POWERS  ON 
POLICY  WOULD  BE  ENDED  BY  PROPOSED  COUNCIL -Washington  -  The  Executive  Committee  of 
the  United  Nations  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization, in  effect  has  rejected  the 
World  Food  Council  proposed  here  last  winter  by  the  FAO  Preparatory  Commission,  It 
was  learned  today. 

'   The  executive  group,  composed  of  fifteen  member  nations  of  the  forty-seven 
member  FAO,  met  in  Rome  last  month  for  its  annual  session.    A  summary  report  of 
the  meeting,  which  now  has  been  submitted  to  all  member  governments,  including  the 
United  States,  calls  attention  to  Its  "disagreement"  with  the  "effect"  of  the 
Preparatory  Coramission' s  proposals  for  a  World  Food  Council. 

The  committee's  principal  objection  appeared  to  be  the  likelihood  that  its 
responsibilities  "in  matters  of  ma^or  policy"  would  be  "definitely"  eliminated  by 
the  council. 


BRITISH  TAX  PARES  USE  OF  U.S.  TOBACCO -London  -  Hugh  Dalton,.  Chancellor  of 
the  Excheouer,  has  thus  far  achieved  his  objective  of  reducing  the  consumption  of 
American  tobacco,  according  to  the  testimony  of.  members  of  the  National  Organiza- 
tion of  Tobacconists.- ,   .  . 

According  to  an  organization  spokesman  ,  '. .  .  the  pre  seat  monetary  volume  of 
sales  represents  ...  an  a.ctual  decrease  in  consumption  from  pre-budget  levels. 
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From  Nev;  York  Times,  ^pril  23  - 

mm  HEAD  OFFERS  AID  TO  TRmiAN  Oi!  PRICES-liashington-Earl  Bunting,  president 
of  the  National  Association  of  Ivlanuf actiirers ,  tonight  reaffirmed  :'ndustr3/'s 
pledge  to    aid  President  Truman's  campaign  to  cut  prices,  but  he  said  the 
Government  "must  do  its  part  of  the  job  if  vre  hope  to  mn  this  battle." 

In  a  broadcast  over  the  Mutual  network,  billed  as  "Industry'"' s  Ansirer  to 
President  Truman's  Statement  on  Prices,"  Ivlr.  Bunting  said  the  Government  must 
help  put  the  brakes  on  prices  by  doing  these  things: 

1,  Removing  the  secrecy  features  of  its  farm  price  support  program, 
so  that  "when  it  starts  on  a  buying  program  the  market  must  know  how  large 
this  program  is  going  to  be  so  that  an  orderly  adjustment  can  be  made  to  take 
care  of  it," 

2,  Adopting  controls  over  extension  of  credit  by  'banks,  as  v-ell  as 
over  the  right  of  individuals  to  buy  on  the  installment  plan, 

3,  Eliminating  "the  uncertainty  which  today  makes  many  business  men 
hesitant  to  conmiit  themselves  to  lov;er  price  levels," 


From  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  itpril  23  - 

BOLSTER  FARM  AID,  CONGRESS  BESQljGKT-fesliington-Edward  A.  O'Neal,  am.erican 
Jkrm  Bureau  president,  said  today  "it  would  be  folly  to  assume  that  i;e  will 
not  have  '.-urdensome  surpluses  (of  farm,  produce)  again  that  may  vfreck  farm 
price,"  -      •  ' 

Testifying  before  the  House  Agriciilture  Comm.ittee,  O'Neal:  (a)  Urged  a 
strong  farm  program  of  expanded  consumption  and  adjusted  Tiroductj.on, 

(b)  Indorsed  reciprocal  trade  principles  and  declared  "a.qriculture 
more  than  ever  needs  an  exjianded  A^olume  of  foreign  trade  to  absorb  its  output," 

(c)  Criticizing  centralized  control  of  farm  programs  in  I'^ashin^rton,' 
urged  transfer  of  larger  authority  to  state  extension  services. 


From  Wall  Street  Journal,  April  23  - 

FATS  AND  OILS:  INDUSTRY,  HOUSEWIVES  STALL  BUYING,  CRACK  RM  IVIATERIALS 
1,'iARKET-Industrialists  and  housemves  have  teamed  up  in  a  buyers'  strike  knocking 
dovm  prices  in  the  fats  and  oils  market  and  la^g  the  basis  for  cheape-^  products 
ranging  from  soap  to  salad  oil,  ' 

Butter,  competing  in  the  edible  oil  market,  dropped  2  cents  a  pound  yester- 
day in  I^ew  York  chain  stores.    There  v;as  a  similar  drop  Monday,    The  retail'  price 
is  now  63  cents,  the  old  OPA  level. 


liORlD  CONFEREIjCE  fAlLS  TO  iiuJCi.  IvQkluwLL  t..OT  i-un  iv^.K£.iiku  Ob  o-ni^T-London- 
The  International  iJheat  Conference  vdll  end  its  month  j.ong  cieliuerations  today 
mthout  a  workable  agreement  for  tne  marketing  oi  the  v;orld>s  wheat  for  the  next 
few  years , 

Delegates  who  attended  last  night's  closed  meeting  said  the  v;ordine-  of 
an  agreement  had  been  adopted.    One  delef^ate  w.l^o  declined  use  of  h"^  s  name" 
declared    however,  "it  is  so  full  01  loopholes  a.nd  reservations  thVt  its  ' 
practical  vaiue  Tidll  be  nil,"  .  '        -i-  xoto 
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Prom  Omaha  (Ne"br»)  World  Herald,  Apr,  15        ^  '  .  " 

■  ■  IhJIRVSST  cost  HALVSD ^  Machines  cut  in  half  the  cost  of  laarVesting 

.and  loading  sugar  teets.    That  is  the  conclusion  offered  in  the  second  annual 
report  "by  tlie  Department  of  Rural  Economics  at  the  University  of  lTe"braska, 

Studies  of  operating  costs  of .  heet  harvesters  and  "beet  loaders  Mere 
made  on  92  farms  in  six  counties,  ■  ^ 

The  cost  per  top  of  heets,  using  machines  to  harvest  and  load,  was  ^1,10. 
The  cost  for  the  same  operation,  "by  hsind,  was  52,12« 

The  economists  figured  that  you  can  harvest  with  a  machine  and  load 
"beets  hy  hand  for  $1,34  a  ton,  or  you  can  harvest  "by  hand  and  load  v/ith  machin- 
ery for  $1«88  a  ton. 

The  studies  were  made  on  farms  where  the  yield  averaged  14,3  tons  an  acrei 

Costs  include  depreciation,  repairs.,  luhricants,  shelter,  insurance, 
interest,  taxes,  power  and  operators'  wages, 

I'vom  Boston  (Mass.)  Herald,  Apr,  11  -  ■  • 

CI'IY  POLi:  livTDIFJ^JSEiTT  TO  HIGH  lOOD  COST?  ^  Park  Commissioner  Ifilliam  P, 
Long  said  that  only  one-half  of  the  city' s  garden  plots  had  "been  applied  for 
despite  "the  high  cost  of  food," 

"Tfe  v;ere  prepared  to  accommodate  nearly  5,000  persons  this  year,  realiz- 
ing the  high  cost  for  food,  "but  only  2100  applications  have  "been  received  and 
processed,  "  he  said, 

Prom.  Kansas  City  Weekly  Star,  Aior,  16  -r 

CUTTIilG  PORK  COSTS  -  Editorial  -  The  high  price  of  protein  supplements  is 
"making  it  difficult  for  farmers  to  do  their  usual  good  jo"b  of  feeding,  especially 
v/ith  poultry  and  v/ith  hogs.     The  recent  heavy  loss  of  spring  pigs  may  partly 
have  "been  caused  "by  the  severity  of  the  v/eather  at  farro\i/ing  time  "but  more 
likely  was  due  to  inadequate  rations  for  the  sow  in  prefarrowing  days,  Ivliile 
it  is  Usual  to  feed  corn  heavily  after  a  "big  crop  such  as  we  had  last  year,  up- 
setting the  ration  "by  cutting  down  or  eliminating  protein  to  balance  the  ca.r- 
"bohydrate  intake  is  penny  wise  and  poixnd  foolish.    Many  pigs  which  were  born  too 
weak  to  survive  the  inclement  weather  pro"ba"bly  would  have  "been  vigorous  enough 
to  have  lived  had  they  had  proper  prenatal  nourishment, 

'.jliat  a"bout  the  pi  ,s  that  are  left?     Carl  ElUng  of  Kansas  State  college 
says  they  -should  he  started  on  a  grain  ration  of  shelled  corn  or  kafir  when  they 
are  three  v/eeks  old  and  after  a  week  of  this  diet,  can  liave  corn,  kafir,  shorts 
a/id  tankage  in  a  self-feeder  or  a  creep.    After  weaning      when  the  pigs  go  on 
full  feed,  the  protein  should  "be  continued. 

Even  at  present  prices,  such  supplenrnts  are  not  too  expensive  v/hen  f attend- 
ing ho^-s,  in  the  opinion  of  L,  A,-  Ifeavor  of  the  University  of  liissouri. 

Prom  Sacramento  (Calif.)  Bee,  Apr,  11  - 

SLAP  AT  C0TT01«I  BELT     Editorial  -  Th&  San  Joaquin  Valley  cotton  belt,  along 
with  the  South,  will  suffer  a  backhanded  slap  ,if  .the  United  States  War  Depart- 
ment proceeds  with  the  buying  of  foreign    grov/n  cotton  for  use  in  Japan  and. 
Germany,    Spokesmen  for  the  I'ational  Cotton  Council  put  it  mildly  in  declaring 
the  procedure  is  unfair  to  the  taxpayers  and  the  cotton  industry  of  America, 

Without  their  output,   the  production  of  urgentlj''  needed  munitions  con- 
taining cotton  byproducts  v/ould  have  boon  reduced  dangerously,     Thej  no\f  de- 
serve the  chance  to  seek  export  markets  without  hindrance  from  the  very  goveriv- 
mental  department  they  helped  the  most, 
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Froci  Charleston  (IV,  Va.)  Gazette,  Apr,  16  -  ■  ■ 

PROGRSSS      Editorial  -    It  is  gratifying  to  learn  from  the  Soil  •ConGerva^ 
tion  Service  that  we  hare  reduced  the  annual  rate  of  damage  to  our  f.arm  lands 
h.y  half  since  1930,    At  the  same  time,  it  is  sol)cring  to  learn  that  v/e  are  still 
losing  500,000  acres  of  top  feoil  each  3/ear, 

\Ie  have  permitted  erosion  0:/  wind  and  water  to  dpxiage  at  least  half  of 
our  uaaMe  soil,  some  282,000,000  acres  of  crop  and  grazing  land,    Iluch  of  this 
can  he  ma,dc  useful  again,  for  production  of  either. food  or' timber,   out  it  is 
going  to  talce  a  lot  of , time  unless  there  is  even  more  effort  expended  l)y  the 
fa.na  ovmors. 

Vc  nov;  have  1,650  soil  -conservation  districts  in  this  country,  run  hy  the 
farmers  with  federal  government  assistance.     Of  the  6,000,000  farms  in  this 
coiontry,  close  to  4,000,000  now  "belong  to  districts.     Soil  conservation  experts 
plan  irrigation,  strip-cropping,   cover  cropping  and  rcstora,tion  of  eroded  a-rcas, 

'Bic  hattlo  is  oy  no  means  v;on,     There  will  have  to  -he  more  cpopcration 
among  the  farmers  and  other  land  owners.     If  this  country  is  to  remain  great, 
the  full  productivity  of  its  soil  must  he  guaranteed  for  all  time. 

Prom  Philadelphia  B\illotin,  Apr,  18  - 

EAEI-:  IBIplTIXSRS  -  Editorial  -  Chairman  Hope  of  the  House  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee is  a  Rcpuhlican  and  the  Secrctar"  of  Agriculture,  Clinton  P,  Anderson, 
is  a  Democrat,     On  the  spjne  day  they  "both  came  to  the  defense  of  the  farm 
price  support  program,  denying  that  it  was  responsihlc  for  high  food  prices, 

Secreta,ry  Anderson  so.ys  that  farm  prices  arc  now  122  per  dent  of  parity 
and  Congress  has  only  promised  to  support  them  at  90  per  cent.    Most  foods  have 
thus  required  no  Government  assistance  to  keep  them  high. 

The  Secretary  admits  that  potatoes,  dry  milk  and  heavy  turkeys  have  hcen 
kept  from  going  too  far  dov/n  in  price  "by  the  Government  "buying  program.,  0ther~ 
wise  the  Government  is 'not  guilty. 

But  this  hi-partiss^n  readiness  to  do  "battle  for  the  farmer  is  interesting. 
The  Ilcpu"blican  chairman  of  the  House  Committee  could  cut  the  Govern. -.cnt *  s  future 
committments  "by  suggesting  an  end  to  the  price  support  progrpjn.    He  does  not 
do  it,    ITo  ropuhlican  and  no  Democrat  seems  to  favor  economy  at  the  eicpense  of 
the  farmers. 

Prom  Terre  Haute  (ind, )  Star,  Apr.  15  - 

In  all  the  talk  of  price  deflp.tion  a  groo,t  deal  is  said  a"bout  a  prospective 
slump  in  farm  income.     But  in  view  of  the  parit.y  figures  it  is  difficult  to 
see  how  farm  nirices  can  decline  to  planishing  levfels.     Congress  has  enacted  a 
law  guaranteeing  farm  prices  at  90  per  cent  of  parity  through  1948  and  has 
made    no  move  to  repeal  it.    Under  that  act  the  gove:^iment  is  o"bligated  to 
support  prices  when  they  go  lovic^^  than  90  p-  r  cent  of  parity, 

Tinety  per  cent  of  the  present  price  of  v/heat  would  "be  SI, 81  a  "bushel, 
corn  $1.32,  oats  82  cents,  rye  $1,48,.  "barley  $1,28,  hogs  $14,94,   cattle  $11,16, 
eggs  38  cents,  potatoes  $1,53,  hay  $24,50  per  ton,  chickens  23  .cents,  v;ool  58 
cents. 

There  v/ould  "be  fcv/  hardships  in  these  prices  if  it  came  to  the  point  in 
the  next  two  yeetrs  whqre  there  were  surpluses  in  these  crops  and  the  government 
supportcd_ prices  at  the  above  levels.    Of  course,  la    a  period  of  general  de- 
flation parity  would  come  down,  too,  "but  not  very  rapidly  in  view  of  high  taxes 
and  wa-ges,  , . 
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From  New  Tork  Times,  April  29  - 

SOAP  PRICES  CUT  10^  BY  3  I'ikJOR  CHAIIJS*  A,.  &  P. ,  GRMD  UlUOiT,   SAI1C¥AY  ACT 
—  i^U33i^S  EJPEEII-iEIIT  TO  '  SCALE'  REDUCTIONS  ~  Three  retail  chains  cut  prices  10 
per  cent  on  soaps  and  soap  products  yesterday  as  housewives  and  merchants 
throughout  the  nation  experimented  with 'Several  plans  for  checkmating  the  rising 
cost  of  livings 

The  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  Grand  Union  and  Safev/ay  companies  marked  down_ 
all  soap  stocks  an  average  of  10  per  cent  without  waiting  for  the  new  supplies 
on  which  soap  manufacturer  Br  announced  a  10  per  cent  price  reduction  last  week, 

yhilc  the  "HcwTDuryport  Plan"  of  across- the-hoard  price  cuts  of  10  per 
cent  in  retail  stores  gained  adherents  in  scattered  shopping  centers,  variations 
of  it  or  substitute  plans  for  price-cutting  were  pushed  in  other  comm\inities, 

Tv;o  hujidrcd  and  fifty  mcrcliants  in  the  horough  of  Queens  wore  working 
out  details  of  the  "Jackson  Heights  Plan, "  which  they  will  present  on  Thursday 
as  a  rival  to  the  "ITewhuryport  Plan"  in  Massachusetts,    The  newer  plan,  v;hich 
its  sponsors  ma,intain  has  a  sounder  economic  "base  than  the  "Ncwhuryport  Pla,n,  " 
will  scale  price  cuts  according  to  the  nature  of  the  products  and  the  amounts 
of  the  customar:'  mark-ups.    Food  stores,  for  instance,  will  make  smaller  price 
reductions  than  specialty  shops  or  furniture  houses. 


TA.IZ:S  OPEIT  FiAY  5  OIT  TRADE  CHARTER;  DATE  IS  ADYAITCED  117  GENEVA  TO  IIEET 
DESIRE  EOR  COITCURREITT  TARIFF  lEGOTIATIONS  -  Geneva  -  Tlic  date  for  opening  what 
is  hoped  will  he  the  final  round  of  discussion  on  the  charter  of  the  Inter- 
national Trade  Organization  has  "been  advanced  from  May  15  to  May  5, 

This  action  conforms  with  the  desire  of  the  United  States  delegation  to 
pursue  charter  discussions  as  far  as  possihle  simultaneously  with  the  negoti- 
ation of  the  new  trade  agreements  now  in  full  swing  at  the  Geneva  trade  con- 
ference, 

HERBS  USED  AS  SUBSTITUTE  FOR  TOBACCO  IN  BRITAIN  -  London  -  Looking  for 
something  to  smoke?  You  take  one  ounce  of  pov/dered  coltsfoot  root,  sprinkle 
in  some  rose  leaves,  lavender  and  clover  flowers. 

Britons  hy  the  thousands  were'  turning  to  this  outlandish  mixture  for  the 
very  good  reason  that  "hero  tohacco  "  scorned  "by  most  smokers  until  now,  sells 
for  as  little  as  sixpence  (lO  cents)  an  ounce  —  about  one-seventh  of  the  new 
higher  price  of  pipe  tobacco  resulting  from  a  50  per  cent  increase  in  the 
tobacco  import  tax, 

IULK  PRICE  CUT  OPPOSED;  JERSEY  PRODUCERS  FILE  AN  APPEAL  AGAINST  REDUCTION 
ORDER  i  Trenton  -  Now  Jersey  milk  producers  appealed  today  from  a  proposed 
price  drop  for  milk  of  a  cent  a  q^uart.      Their  action  would  defer  the  effective 
date  of  the  price  change  bej'-ond  Thursday,  unless  the  State  Milk  Control  Board 
dismisses  their  action  sooner, 

Lewis  Dolan,  counsel  for  the  United  Milk  Producers,  posed  the  question  to 
the  board:   "Are  farmers  to  Ije  the  only  persons  to  suffer  in  reducing  prices?" 
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Prom  iTcw  York  Tines,  April  29  - 

Rkm  SAYS  PRICES  IfJST  COI'-IB  mm  -  Atlantic  City  -  ^^cw  Hahn,  JTow  York  City, 
president,  National  Retail  Lry  Goods  Association,   said  today  American  "business 
men  arc  facing  the  fact  that  prices  v/ill  havo  to  come  dov/n  despite  the  viev/s 
of  many  mantifacturors,  whose  sincerity  cannot  Tdg  doulDted,   that  prices  cannot 
he  lowered  hccause  of  the  current  cost  of  production. 


From  Hew  York  Wall  Street  Journal,  April  29  ~ 

POOID  PRICES  COULD  DIVE  IP  UKEI^iPLOYIvnilT  MOUITTED  SHARPLY  _  A  littlo-puhli- 
cized  factor  tied  to  today's  stratospheric  food  costs  is  the  huge  amount  of 
cdihlcs  nov/  hcing  eaten.    Pull  emplojinent  means  maximum  food  demand,  Americans 
now  gohhle  a  per- capita  average  of  150  pounds  of  meat  a  year.     The  1935-39 
average  was  126  pounds.    Eggs  are  eaten  at  the  rate  of  400  per  person  a  year. 
The  pro— war  average  was  298, 

And  laeat  and  eggs  are  just  random  examples,     Compsrcd  with  the  pre-war 
average,  2"'^^—capita  consumption  of  cheese  is  up  25';'-,  fluid  milk  and  cream  25/j, 
canned  vegeta.hlos  46;  ,  hreaJ-fast  foods  35^-.    People  are  eating  25/j  more  chick- 
ens,'nearly  70^0  more  turkeys.    And  guzzling  of  canned  fruit  juices  is  271;J 
ahove  the  pre— \\rar  rate, 

LAilS  CHOPS  GRO¥  SCARCER  AS  LABOR  COSTS  DRIVE  SHEEP  RAl'CHERS  OUT  OP 
BUSIiTESS  -  Many  sheep  growers  have  given  up.     Others  e:?cpect  to,  Opera.ting 
costs  of  one  of  the  top  Montana  sheep  ranches  last  year  came  to  $12,52  a  head. 
Expenses  of  the  same  ranch  in  1939  were  $4,64  a  head.  This  outfit  of  only 
$8,000  in  1946,    And  much  of  this  was  money  received  from  Liquidation  of  flocks. 
Excluding  roceips  from  flock  liquidation,  the  ranch's  losses  on  wool  ajnountcd 
to  eight  cents  for  every  pound  produced. 

The  n?„tipn' s  sheep  flock,  cut  almost  in  half  in  the  past  five  years,  is 
headed  for  further  shrinkage,  ranchers  say.  It' s  already  the  skimpiest  since 
Civil  War  days, 

PRICES  VffiAKSiT  OVER  A  SROAD  PRONT  AS  SPRIIIG  COICS  III  *-  The  B^Ircau  of 
Labor  Statistics'  "big  wholesale  price  index  has  slipped  three  consecutive 
weeks.     Its  farm  product  component  has  sagged  5^^  in  that  time. 

Prices  of  "building  materials  as  a  group  still  hold  firm.    But  ltim"ber, 
the  "bellv/cthcr ,   is  "beginning,  to  crack.    And  it  may  lead  a  long  string  of  con- 
struction materials  down  hill.    Reason:      'The  expected  spring  house-"bu5:lding 
spree  isn't  "  spreeing, " 

"Putures"  markets  point  persistently  to  a,  steep  slide  ahiead.     'fneat  and 
corn  arc  now  hoth  promised  for  delivery  in  Dccem"ber  at  prices  some  17^  "below 
the  may  delivery  level.    And  Decem"ber- deli  very  cotton  sells  20^  "below  the  May- 
delivery  level. 
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I'rom  St»  Louis  (Mo.)  G-lote-Iiemocrat,  Apr;  22  -  '  ' 

G-aOCERS'  HEAD  RAPS  TEUl-IAU^  S  PHICE  PLEA  _  Price  cuts  demanded  "by  President 
Truman  were  assailed  last  night  oy  William  Richards'on,  president  of  the  Indi- 
vidual Retail  Grocers  and  Meat  Dealers  Association  of  St,  Louis  at  an  associa-*. 
tion  "bor.rd  nootin/^e 

"Hov;  can  President  Truman  explain  his  price  cut  appeal,"  Richardson  demand-*' 
ed,   "with  9l60',000, 000  in  the  "budget  for  subsidies  to  farmers  to  keep  food  su^b-- 
sidies  to  farmers  to  keep  food  prices  up?" 

His  attack  was  supported  "by  J,  ViT,  Stevens,  association  field  secretary, 
who  declared,   "If  there  is  any  way  to  cut  prices,  we'll  d'o  it,  "but  v/ith  the 
highest  overhead  in  history  confronting  us,  President  Truman  will  have  to  show 
us  hov/«  " 

Prom  Memphis  (Tenn.)  Commercial  Appeal,  Apr,  20  - 

COTTOU  l^li  REQUEST  DSADLIllE  EXTSIJSIOK;   CCITTEiTD  IT'  S  ITOT  POSSIBLE  TO 
CLEAR  SKIPIOTTS  FROM  POETS  ZY  JUl^  30  -  Extension  of  the  Jo^jie  30  deadline  on 
'  cotton  erqport  K.^_ip:.nsnts  under  the  suhsidy  program  was  urged  yesterday  "by  the 
memhers  of  the  Southern  Co tion  Shippers  Association  in  annual  convention. 

Setting  out' thab  it  is  physically  impo-^sihle  to  lead  and  clea,r  the  ship- 
ments from  the  ports  within  the  time  required,   the  association  recomjnended 
to  its  parent  orga,nization,   the  American  Cotton  Shippers  Association,  that 
immediate  action  iDe  sought  from  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  on  an  exten*J 
sion. 

From  Hartford  (Conn.)  Times,  Apr,  19  - 

PAHviSRS_  SSiTSE  PRICE  CUT  -  Editorial  -  Since  farmers  sell  more  than  they 
'"buy  —  that^  s  how  they  m.ake  a  profit  —  any  general  price  lowering  is  l)ad 
news  to  them. 

They  see  signs  of  a  general  price  recession  definitely  approaching. 
They  are  alarmed. 

President  Truman^ s  pleading  for  it  did  not  disturh  them  particularly. 
But  the  tell-tale  signs  of  accinnulating  supplies  of  staple  commodities  and 
significant  evidences  of  shrinking  demand  are  not  to  "be  lightly  dismissed. 

That  the  grov/ers  of  cotton,   corn,  wheat,  cattle  and  hogs  expect  a  price 
recession  to  gain  momentum  is  most  clearly  evident  frem  their  appeal  to  the 
farm  hloc  in  the  Senate  and  House  to  stand  guard  against  cuts  in  the  price- 
supporting  suhsidies. 

Prom  Philadelphia  (Pa.)  Bulletin,  Apr,  23  - 

POOD  POR  ALL  -  Editorial  -  Worries  over  what  may  happen  to  farm. prices 
after  1948,  v/hen  the  present  price  support  program  ends,  l)rought  from 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  suggestions  of  a  food-for-all  plan.    It  is 
the  Secretary's  idea  that  food  should  oo  assured  everyone  in  the  United  States 
hy  the  Government,  even  if  the  Government  has  to  pay  for  it. 

Secretary  Anderson  takes  his  cue  from  the  existing  school  lunch  program., 
hy  which  the  Pederal  Government  helps  thousands  of  children  to  get  enough  to 
eat. 
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?rom  Greenville  (S,C,)  News,  Apr.  21  - 

.7AKi  AID  AND  PEICSS  _  Editorial  -  On  Monday  of  last 'week  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Clinton  P,  Anderson  was  quoted  as  sayi-ng  in  a  speech  at  Sichmond 
that  rising  prices  were  increasing  the  government's  financial  "bur derr  under 
the  price-support  program,  ^ 

The  next  day  he  said  in  Washington  that  current  price-support  activities 
are  minor  and  'are  exerting  almost  no  effect  on  food  prices. 

These  statements  are  not  contradictory,  as  they  may  seem  to  he  at  first 
glance,  "because  the  Secretary  v;as  referring  to  two  separate  phases  of  the  food 
pi*-ice  situation,  ... 

:..        The  goverrjnent' s- price-support  program  is  "based  on  "parity"  farm  prices 
■.which,  i.n  turn  are  hased  on  the  cost  of  living  on  the  farm  in  relation  to  the 
cost  of  consumer  goods  generally,    li/hcn  parity  prices  go  up,  the  government's 
financial  hurden  increases  hScause  it  is  ohligated  to  support  farm  prices 
at,  higher  levels, 

Tlac  govcrnraent' s  financial  "burden  will  "become  heavier  if  and  v;hen  the 
prices  of  farm  products  in  the  program  hreak  and  go  lower  than  parity  prices. 
It  1,5  the  expectation  that  this  will  happen  which  apparently  is  v/orrying 
Secretary  Anderson  and  should  "be  causing  the  farmers  some  concern  as  well.  In 
all  prohefoility  Congress  will  "be  unwilling  to  appropriate  huge  sums  of  money 
to_  support  prices  excessively  a"bovo  true  economic  values, 

From  Atlanta-  (G-a.)  Journal,  Apr,  21  - 

FAIR  PLAY  POR  MAEGARIIIE  -  Editorial  -  The  fight  is  on  again  in  Congress 
to  repeal  the  discr ininatory  taxes  on  margarine.     Sen,  Olin  D.  Johnston  and 
Rep,  Mendel  Rivers,  "both  of  South  Cexolina,  have  introduced  companion  "bills 
for  this  purpose,  and  comimittee  hearings  soon  will  "begin.    Year  after  year 
pu"blic  interest  in  the  issue  has  widened  until  it  is  now  a  matter  of  keen 
concern  to  farmers,  processors  and  consumers  throughout  the  United  States, 

tiargarinc    is  made  principally  from  the  oil  of  cottonseed,  soy"beans  and 
peanuts  and  is  enriehed  with  vitamins.     It  is  produced  under  the  most  sanitary 
conditions  and  conforms  to  all  requirements  of  the  purefood  laws.     Its  color~ 
ing  su"bstancc  is  no  different  from  that  added  to  "butter  in  seasons  when  diary 
herds  lack  green  pasturage.     It  is  as  natural  a  f ood  .proiic't  as  "butter  and 
altogether  as  wholesome^  according  to  the  testimony  of  scientists  and 
dictar,  •  authorities. 

Prom  Indianapolis  ( Ind,)  Star,  Apr,  23  - 

PJRTILIZ3R  SHORTAGE  LAY  CURTAIL  .C20PS  -  The  Indiana  farms  and.  truck 
marketers  need  15  to  25  per  cent  more  fertilizer  than  they  will  get  this  year. 
Some  places  the  supply  will  "be  40  per  cent  short  of  mce.ting  demand. 

While  it's  very  likely  that  this  will  "be  a  r eco^d  production  year  for 
fertilizer,  it  still  won't  come  up  to  needs.     For  one  thing,,  the  farmers  want 
to  put  more  seil-"building  reinforcements  into  pl-.^y  after  the  drain  of  war 
years.    Also  the  East  and  South  are  using  more  and  more.     They  have  "bee.: 
greater  users  in  the  past  than  many  parts  of  the  •Liidwest,'  anyway, 

Acttially,  fertilizers  —  with  more  strength  taken  into  consideration  — 
are  a"bout  one-third  as  costly  as  they  were  in  the  1920s, 
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From  Nev/  York  Times,  A]^jZ'^$^ 

TT^,^  INDICATES  HE  BARS  USING  FORCE  TO  CUT  PRICES;  RESTS  ON  PLEADTWP 

HOLDING    IT  IS  FUNER/.L  OF  SELLEF^S  IF  THEY  ASK  TOO  MUCH  An£  LOSE-'ash^no^on^  ' 
President  Truman  made  it  clear  today  that  he  planned  no  stronger  action 
^-  calculated  to  lower  prices  and  indicated  that  if  manufacturers  and  businessmen 
fmeral!  '°''  their  products-  out  of  the  market  it  would  be  theS  o'^ 

r  ^    The  i- resident  already  had  turned  thumbs  dora  on  a  proposal  of  h^s 

^^11  tt    r         ^^g^tiate  voluntary,  price  cuts  throughout  industry,  working 

law  no?Mn^Trr  ^  "^^^^"^  "^^^^^^  Truman%a?d  he^ 

saw  nothing  to  be  gained  by  adopting  the  proposal. 

.   MDE,.R;lNGE  SLASH  IN  PRICES  PRESSED:  IVlSRCH/iKTS  IN  VMW  ARE/ S  toy 
•MffllffilPORT  PKN.-KO  CUTS  .iRE  SEE..;  AT  SOURdES-LSnts  iniLtte;^ 
climbed^yesterday  abroad  the  band  wagon  of  the  "Nev*uryport.  Plan"  for  a^ 
aoross^the  board  cut^of  10  percent  in  prices,  but  therfvas  little  if  any  ■ 
sign  of  immediate  price  outs  at  sources  of  production.  •  ■ 

between  farmers  and  b^sSes*        ^'^/^''^t'''''r '  cooperation 
that  ^■'^^^  ^I^^.^PZI.T^^^^^  ... 

suoh  a  PolJcy^TL  e™"o°r'el\f^^^^^^^^^^^^  said 
and^in  .any  instances,  ^^Sr^.^l^J^L^ 

a  threat  by''d°aLT?ar,nJ?s™Ll'S^;  trSflU^^  SUSH-Despite 

of  milk  drops  still  further    mior  i^^l  v  J    i        u*^''^  '^^  strike  if  the  price 
quart  reduction  yesterfay!  '  ^"^'"'^  announced  a  1  cent  a 

a  decrease'ol  wlt^iPf  oo°unds'i^'fhe*f"^"''=^"^'  ^=  P^^^^^^t^^ 

canton  P.\-d^r\^::--^  ^^^^^^^  rs:c?2S:-f  ticulture 


Farm  Digest  &%5-47 


1 

-2-  '      '   "  ■ 

From  New  York  Tines,  April  25  - 

COMODITY  PPJCES  OFF  BY  0.6%  li^  \,hEK:  Il^GiiL^b  Ih  ^.GRlCULTURrJL 
PRODUCTS  BRINGS  DROP  IN  THE  PRBu^RY  liiJiKET-Lasiiington-Gontinuing  declines  fo» 
agricultural  commodities  caused  a  decrease  of  0,6  percent  in  average  primary 
market  prices  during  the  Yieek  ended  April  19,  accordj^ng  to  the  Bureau  o£ 
Labor  Statistics. 


EUROPE  ASKS  U.S.  FOR  ELTHIi  V.TiEi;T"4'/aB-hing ton-Grain  ir^orting  nations 
of  T/estern  Europe  ,  are  appealing  to  the  United  States^  Canada  and  Australia 
for  extra  shipments  of  "vvheat  to  avert  a  bread  crisis  before  the  new  crops 
of  the  Northern  Hemisphere  are  harvested,  it  was  revealed  today. 


From  Wall  Street  Journal,  April  25  - 

PROSPERING  F/J?l.iERS  IPJON'T  GET  A  LONG  PJJJGE  FiMi  PROGR/JvI  TPIS  YEi'Jl- 
Present  talks  won't  jell.    Neither  Republicans  nor  the  Democrats  want  to 
tackle  this  political  firecracker  before  the  '4.8  elections,    ijiderson  rambles 
on  about  "greater  consumption  for  higher  production,"  but  v/on't  be  tied  to  a 
"plan,"    The  G.  0.  P.  favors  scrapping  the  hIJ.  crop  curtailment  program, 
largely  ignored  though  still  on  the  law  books,  but  v.ill  delay  by  "stud;n-ng"  nev;. 
schemes. 

One  would  give  the  Agriculture  Secretary  power  to  make  price  supports 
rather  flexible — high  on  crops  in  strong  demand,  low  on  those  in  overabundance. 
The  war-born  price  supports  are  set  at  90%  of  parity,  regardless  of  consumer 
needs . 

With  most  farm  px-ices  still  floating  far  above  support  levels,  the 
politics  figure  farmers  can  coast  along  without  trouble  until  after  elections. 


From  N,  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  25  -  . 

FARM  SUBSIDIES  HALT  SURPLUS  USE-Rye-Large  scale  production  of  industrial 
alochol  from  farm  surpluses  vdll  create  a  vast  number  of  jobs  and  raise  the 
level  of  prosperity  not  only  in  the  U.S,  but  the  world,  Dr.  V.illiam  J.  Hale,  • 
technioal  consultant  for  Dov^  Chemical  Cq.^  predicted  here  today.  ' 

opmn  ^r.r.^.A'^^lff-^^S         ^gricultural  Insecticide  and  Ringicide  Assn.,  at  its 
semi-annual  meeting.  Dr.  Hale  emphasized  that  alcohol  is  but  one  of  countless 
possibilities  in  the  field,  and  predicted  that  through  industrial  alcohol 
alone  the  U.  S»  can  use  one  fourth  of  its  farrr.land  for  food  and  three  fourths 
can  be  devoted  to  chemical  output,  resulting  in  millions  of  new  jobs. 

■  Dr.  Hale  maintained  that  continuing  farm  product  support  prices 
beyond  next  year  would  "delay  the  destined  chemical  utilization  of  farm 
products;  force  us  to  dump  produce  abroad  at  a  financial  loss  and  cause 
economic  discord  in  other  countries," 
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?rom  Los  Angeles  (Calif.)  Times,  Apr.  18  - 

GROCSilY  CHIEF  ADYISSS  LOl'/ER  PRICES  Oil  TOOD  -  '^""ou  can't  just  sit  on  your 
inventor;^"  '  • 

lathan  Ournmings,  president  of  Consolidated  Grocers  Corp.,  made  this  clear 
yesterday  \-:hen  telling  representatives  of  the  food  industry  they'd  "better 
think  .in  terras  of  lower  prices*. 

"If  anyone  has  items  in  his  cellar  that  cost  him  $1  and  he' s  keeping  them 
until  he  can  get  -1,10  instead  of  getting  rid  of  them  at  90  cents  he's  going 
to  get  hurtj     Cummings  said  in  advocating  the  talcing  of  present  inventory 
losses,»     "Tood  is  a  commodity,,-   You  ha.ve  to  follow  the  markets*' 

Urging  cuts  in  consmer  prices,  Giommings  said  increased  efficiency  and 
reduced  profit  margins  are  needed  to  reach  that  end» 

Prom  Salt  .Lake  City  (Utah^)  TriTDune,  Apr,  13  -  . 

OFFICIAL  SAYS  PRICE  KIKI^S  HURT  PARICER  _  A  relatively  small  proportion  of 
food  price  rises  since  decontrol  has  reflected  itself  in  the  farmer's  poefeefbook 
and  generallj^  has  "been  as  detrimental  to  him  as  to  the  average  consumer,  accord- 
ing to  Trarik:       Shelley,  executive  secretary,  Utah  State  Farm  Bureau  federa,tion. 

This  is  the  contention  upon  Tvhich  Mr,  Shelly  Satiorday  predicated  a  prepared 
statement  disputing  the  contention  that  :  "farmers  are  getting  rich  from  slcy- 
rocketing  food  prices," 

Market  manipulations  hy  the  "middleman  or  middlemen"  largely  have  lieen 
responsilile  for  the  upward  price  trend,  he  said. 

Prom  Burlington  (Vt,)  Preo  Press,  Apr.  18  -  " 

CO-OPS  PIGHTIilO  TO  KEEP  APRIL  miK  PRICE  LEVEL  POH  MY_JUEE  -'Although 
dairymen  received  a  serious  set-hack  last  v/eek  when  the  secretary  of  agricul- 
ture announced  that  May  and  June  Class  1  prices  would  drop  44  cents  per  him- 
dredweight  to  $4.33  their  co-operatives  v/ere  not  taking  it  lying  dov/n. 

Virtually  all  of  them  immediately  dispatched  a  joint  telegram  to  the 
secretary,  urgently    requestinj;  him  to  reconsider  his  suspension  order  8.nd 
hold  the  Ha.y  and  June  price  at  the  April  "level  of  $4,77  per  hundredweight. 

They  could  make  a  good  case  for  their  request,     "Milic  production  costs 
have  increased  sharply  from  a  year  ago,  "  the  telogre.m  stated. 

Relief  from  rising  costs,  it  declared,  now  appears  riorc  duhious  than  it 
did  \v'hcn  the  original  petition,  requesting  that  the  price  "be  held  for  May  and 
June,  was  filed  on  March  12,     It  also  pointed  out  that  the  reduction  in  price 
for  May  and  June  would  result  in  returns  to  producers  substantially  lov/cr  than 
last  year,  in  spite  of  sharp  increases  in  production  costs. 

Prom  Atlanta  Journal,  Apr,  18  - 

SillPIilC-  AT  REA  -  Editorial  -  One  of  the  numerous  matt,crs  in  which  Congress 
cannot  afford  to  practice  false  economy  is  rural  electrification.     In  o\ir 
opinion,  there  should  he  appropriated  funds  for  every  soundly  drawn  RHA  loan 
application  tliCot  may  he  presented,    liTe  have  seen  how  REA  is  revitalizing  rural 
Georgia,  and  v;e  know  how  earnest  is  the  desire  for  further  extension  of  the 
service.    There  is  nov;  pending  in  REA  hcadqviar ters  at  l/ashington  applications 
for  $18,700,000  of  loans  for  co-operatives  in  Georgia,,    Only  Iowa  and  Missouri 
rank  ahca.d  of  this  state  in  desire  for  new  constriiction.    Only  42  percent  of  our 
.farms  have  electric  service,  and  we  ranlc  32nd  among  the  states, 

*~  Parm  Digest  855-47 


From  Bluofield  (iir.Tr..)  Telegraph,  Apr,  is  - 

GA-USIUS  POP.  HIGK  FOOD  PPICSS  _  Editorial  -  Thfe  action  of.,  the  presid-ent  to 
create  a  ssinpathetic  response  on  the  part  of  producers  and  dealers  looking 
to  a  reduction  in  retail  prices  is  talcen  "by  most  ohservors  to  nean  a  racrc 
political  gesture.    All  of  those  who  study  ra?„tters  relating  to  price'  levels 
know  that  the  laws  of  supply  and  demand  usually  work  toT-zard  price  fixing  and 
this  law  can  only  "be  defeated  "by  "being  tampered  v/ith  and  the  adoption  "by  pro- 
df.cers,  processors  and  monopolies  of  the  old  trust  technique,  '  ■ 

It  is  np  dquht  the.- truth  that  the  grea.t  increase  of  prices  in  the  past 
tv/o  ycej-s  on  articles  of  food  a,re  due  to  the  fact  that  the  government  fixes 
the  prices,     The  policy  of  the  government  continues  to  "be  one  of  supporting 
the  present  fantastically  inflated  prices  of  major  farm  products.    The  effect 
and  the  government  idea  hack  of  it,  is  to  encourage-  large  surpluses  for  export 
to  the  foreign  countries  to  meet  the  demand  for  food  there.     This  policy  con— 
trihutcs  Ipj-gely  to  prices  on  food. "being  high  here  a,t  home. 

From  Little  Rock  (Ark,)  Gazette,  Apr^  19  -  '  •    '         ^  . 

TAi-iP:^IlIiTG  ¥ITK  P  RICES  CAIT  BE  DAiTSiROUS  -  Editorial  -  Prices  arc  tricl^. 
If  enough  people  "become  convinced  that  prices  arc  going  -lower,  nothing  co.n 
induce  customers  to  "buy.     Sure  enough,  prices  do  go  down  as  merchants  endeavor 
to  "bolster  their  foJling  sales.     This  convinces  people  that  prices  arc  going 
still  lov/er,  and  the  first  thing  everyhody  knows  the  country  is  in  the  middle 
of  a  first-class  depression  —  or  deflation  a©  it  pro'ba'bly  will  "be  called  nex-t 
time, 

Dr,  G,  T,  Hurchison,  president  of  the  Cotton  Textile  Institute,  ..called 
attcntion_  to  this    danger  when  he  declared  that  "The  utter  recklessness  of 
present  assaults  on  the  price  structure  could  easily  lead  to  disastrous  con- 
sequences," 

From  Indianapolis  (ind.)   Star,  Apr,  21  - 

110  rOVK  CHOP  RELIEF*  SPRING  Tl'^S  KILLED  -  Pork  chops  will  continue  :to  "be 
expensive  next  fall.    Agricultural  forecasters  have  looked  over  the  spring  pig 
crop  and  found  that  March  was  too  cold.    Many  of  the  spring-"born  pigs  died. 

This  continued  high  price  of  pork  is  "based  on  the  assuiiption  there  will 
not  "be  a  gcnero-l  decline  in  farm  r^rices  this  year,"  5ut  such  a  decline  would 
not  come  as  a  surprise  to  the  farmer  organizations.    They  Icnow  the  time  is 
here  or  near  when  the  "bottom  will  drop  out  of  the  wartime  inflation  in  farm 
prices. 

From  G-reens'boro  (iT,C,)  News,  Apr,  11  -  ■  , 

EEQ,UIRES  STATESIANSHIP  TOO  -  Editorial  -  Tohacco  growers  are  following  a 
sound,  intelligent  course  in  setting  up  their  own  agency  to  work  for  foreign 
markets  and  expansion  of  an  export  trade  v/hich 'is  essential  for  the  a"bsor"btion 
of  their  crop. 

They  are  fortunate  too  in  securing  J,  B,  Hutson  who  not  only  knows  to"bacco 
and  the  pro"blems  which  the  growers  face  "but  who  also  has  an  international  out- 
look and  acquaintance  as  a  consequence  of  his  service  as  United  States  secre- 
tary to  the  "United  Nations, 
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(The  neitsp&pers  a/id  magazines  from 'Trhich' these  a  gricultural  items  are  taken 
are  on  file  in  Press  g'eir/ifee^,;iioom  414A,    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  6031.) 

From  NeYj'  York  Times ^  April  24  -T'"- ■ 

nS'AR  ON  INFLATION'  SPREADS:  BIG  PACKER  CALLS  ON  THE  FOOD  INDUSTRY  TO  STABILIZE 
COSTS— NEED  FOR  SELF  PJiGULATION  TO  PREm'T  U.S.  CURBS  SEEN-The  nation's  food 
industry  was  called  upon  yesterda.y  by  one  of  its  leaders  to  reduce  and  stabilise 
prices  through  industry  wide  regulations  or  else  accept  a  return  of  Government 
controls  to  avert  "disorder  and  chaos," 

Samuel  Slotkin,  chairman  of  the  board  and  president  pi  the  Hygrade  Food 
Products  Corporationj  T'vrho  made''  tne  proposal  for  an  industry  vdde  conference, 
said  the  grorang,  processing  and  distribution  of  food  was  a  public  utility 
"no  less  than  the  means  of  transportation  and  con-miunication."    The  Hygrade 
corporation,  vrhich  does  an  annual  business  of  f,155,000,000  is  the  fifth  largest 
food  concern  in  this  country. 

Declaring  that  price  reductions  here  and  there,  Ti.thout  a  balance  through- 
out the  food  industry,  would  provide  no  lasting  improvement  in  the  economic 
structure  Mr.  Slotkin  expressed  the  hope  that  President  Tr-oman  or  someone 
delegated  by  him  vrould  caJ.l  on  i:-dustry  wide  conference  to  work  out  self- 
ipegulation.    He  said  such  sponsorship  of  the  proposed  meeting  vrauld  remove  any 
fear  on  the  part  of  growers,  processors  and  distributors  that  conerted  action 
for  lower  prices  might  subject  them  to  prosecution  under  the  antitrust  laws. 


BRITISH  TURN  DOViN  TOBLD  WHEAT  PL.'.N:  AT  CLOSING  OF  LO^^HDON  PARLEY  THEY  CALL 
PRICES  TOO  FIGK  IN  PROPOSED  5-YE/lR  PACT^Londoiv-Complaining  that  Drices  in  the 
proposed  five  year  international  wheat  agreement  were  "excessive/'  Great 
Britian  declined  today  to  subscribe  to  an  agreement  worked  out  here  in  the 
last  three  weeks  by  the  international  v»'heat  conference.     (Canada  and  India 
backed  the  British  stand,  the  United  Press  reported.) 

At  the  closing  session  today  the  United  States  delegates  suggested  that 
the  conference  should  hand  over  its  draft  agreement  to  the  International  rheat 
Council  in  V/asIiLngton  and  invite  countries  not  now  mem.be.rs  of  the  council  to 
join  and  participate  in  future  discussions.    The  sugges^'^s  adopted  unanimously. 

Sir  Gerald  Clausen,  h:.^ad  of  the  British  delegation '  said  that  the  agreement 
proposed  prices  of  ^.10  to  1^1.20  a  ousheL  f or  wheat  of  the  I950  and  1951  croD 
years.  ^ 


PRESIDENT  ORPERS  ENT]  OF  OTC  JTiJE  1|  CONTROL  OF  PICE  PPJC^S  POFS  'vn  trmrm^rv^v 

^^^'T^r'^'f  ""^'^''^  ^^^^-^  ^^^-^  ^  Office  oJle^p^'ary  Contr  l^ 

be  abolished  June  1..   Control  of  rice  r^rices  is  ass.  Pned  to  the  SecSLv  of  aI^.- 

c:^^^u^^D'"'  .'"'^'^''^  designate  officers  or  agencL^f  orth?  Agri-" 

culture  Department  for  enforcement.    The  determination  of  claims  for  subsMVs 
and  the  recovery  of  over  paj^ents  is  made  a  responsibility  of  th.  ReconS^uc^'^n 

t^^pr^Lt^ofof  sub^f '"^^  With  applications  for  price  ad  ustmen^s'^^nd  Srin: 
i^^rpretation  oi  subsidy  regulations. 
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Fron  Nevj-  York  Times,  April  2/^,  - 

imi  HEflL  DASliES  HOPE  OF  PRICE  CUTS-Boston-Little  hope  for  a  halt  in 
rising  prices  at  this  time  is  held  by  Earl  Bunting,  president  ox  the  National 
Association  of  Manufacturers ,    On  the  contrary/,  the  NAI-i  executive  said  some 
are  bound  to  go  upv/ard  as  a  result  of  the  recent  round  of  v/age  increases. 


From  Nevi  York  Journal  of  Cormerce,  April  24  - 

FUTURE  SUGAR  PRIGE-The  first  offering  of  sugar  in  a  decontrolled  market 
came  to  light  yesterday.    One  seller  is  offering  f .o.b.  New  York  or  Baltimore, 
50  percent  deliver2,r  in  March,  1948,  and  50  percent  in  April,  at  10, 75^: 


FAIR  TRiiDE  Li-iT.'S-Qhio  food  inaustry  "Vvill  seek  to  cushion  Liipact  of  return 
to  sharply  competitive  food  retailing  tnrough  broadening  of  a  fe'ir  trade  program 
which  was  shelved  during  tlie  war  period  after  gaining  national  recognition. 
Both  cha.ins  and  independents  are  backing  the  move,  it  is  Drought  out  at  the 
Assocated  Y.'holesale  P'ood  Distributors  of  Ohio  meeting  in  Columbus. 


PRICE  PEAK  PAST-Clarence  Francis,  in  his  report  to  the  General  Foods 
stockholders,  declares  their  food  prices  generally  are. past  their  peak,  but 
no  "wide  oj  en"  break  in  prices  mil  come,  only  a  "corrective"  trend.  Increasing 
competition  willpLay  its  part. 


From  Wall  Street  Journal^  April  24  - 

CAMNED  FOOD  CUTS:  PRICES  VffLT  AS  ittVES  SLO'V  BUYIWG-Canned  food  prices  ar 
declining  across  the  nation. 

■".liolesalers  are  shipping  their  prices  to  get  uncomfortable  inventories 
off  their  laps  before  a  new  pack  of  fruits  and  vegetables  rool  in.  Retailers 
are  trijirning  price  tags  to  get  increasingly  ball-cj^  housev/ives  to  by. 


ECONOMI.C  FORECAST  on  which  a  top  food  company  is  basing  all  fut-ore  operations 
adds  up  to  this:     Business  recession  begins  soon:  ends  by  i.Lid  1948,  X\,ational 
income  in  the  last  fourth  of  1947  will  be  do^.ri  Biore — 7^%.    by  year's  end, 
wholesalers  mil  be  offering  v/ares  9^-%  belov.  tnu  s.me  I940  aate. 
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From  Hartford  (Conn.)  Courant,  Apr,  15  - 

BUSIinCSS  AlTSliERS  THJl-IAU.  -  Editorial  -  In  Ms  attempt  to  nai-ce  business  the 
scapegoat  for  high  prices  President  Truman  may  have  'bloi-^n  the  lid  'off  a  verit- 
able Pandora*  s  Tdox.    Although  some  "businessmen  have  "been  maki'ng  unreasonable, 
even  unconscionable  profits,  another  round  of  general  wage  increases,  as  su.g~ 
gested  by  Mr,  Truman  has  an  alternative  to  lower  prices,  would  only  apply  more 
.of  the  cause  of  our  economic  illness  as  a  remedj'.    Nor  did  the  President,  in 
this  suggestion,  give  the  smallest  hint  that  he  was  cognizant  of  the  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics  report  that  the  over-all  cost  of  living  is  receding  sliglitly, 
with  the  greatest  decline  in  that  all- important  family  budget  item,  food*  Yet 
here  is  concerted  evidence  that  v/e  may  i^ave  reached  the  peak  of  our  distressing 
inflation, 

Bxisinessmen  were  quick  to  point  out  that,  since  1939,  the  cost  of  manu- 
factured products  has  risen  on  the  average  of  79  per  cent,  v;hile  that  of  agri- 
cultured  products  has  skyrocketed  to  the  tune  of  180  per  cent.    Definitely  re- 
lated to  that  agricultural  increase  is  the  Government' s  ov/n  program  of  subsidies 
and  parity  T>a,janents,     Considering  that  food  is  the  major  item  in  the  budget  of 
most  families,  the  meaning  of  those  proios  under  agricultural  prices  Has  great 
significance,    Bi:,siness  men  have  nothing  to  do  v/ith  them,  except  to  worry  how 
to  pay  enough  wages  to  enable  their  employees  to  purchase  subsidized  foods, 

From  Springfield  (Mass.)  Union,  Apr.  16  -  . 

PHIC2S  AKD  PAHIi  SUBSIDIES  _  Editorial  -  President  Truman  has  been  taken 
severely  to  task  for  blaming" industry  for  keeping  prices  up,  while  putting  no 
responsibility  whatever  upon  government  policy  v;hich  subsidizes  farm  products 
to  keep  food  prices  high,    farmers  were  authorized  to  dump  '20,000,000  bushels 
of  potatoes_  stored  under  government  price- supporting  loans.     The  admitted 
purpose  of  the  dumping  order  was  to  hold  up  the  price  of  the  remaining  portion 
of  the  crop. 

Is  it  to  be  a  free  agriculture  or  a  controlled  agriculture?     If  the  latter, 
there  must  be  appropriations  running  into'  large  figares-  for  the  price  supports 
which  are  an  integral  part  of  the  program,  and  which  have  boon  responsible 
for  70  per  cent  of  the  increa.se  in  the  present  high  cost  of  living,  ^ 

From  Kansas  City  (Mo.)  Times,  Apr.  17  - 

EGG  SUjHPLUS  FADES  AGAIi;  _  Editorial  -  The  housewife  toda?.-  v/ho  thinks  egg 
prices  are  too  high  may  be  surprised  to  learn  that  farmers  are  convinced  they 
arc  too  low  and  are  following  their  convictions  by  buying  fev;er  baby  chicks  this 
spring. 

The  present  situation  in  the  poultry  industry  suggests  hew  difficult  it  is 
to  make  predictions  on  business  conditions.     The  poultry  industry  was  expanded 
.,greatly_  during  the  war,  but  long  before  the  firing  ceased  government  authorities 
were  v/arning  tiiat  disastrous  surpluses  would  develop  just  as  .  soon  as  peace 
arrived*    Peace  came  but  not  the  surpluses  because  America  was  busy  and  Europe 
and  Asia  v/ere  starving  for  all  the  food  America  coiild  spare. 

Today  consumption  continues  at  a  record  pace.    Also,  feed  prices  are  ex- 
tremely- high,   so  high  farmers  say  they  can't  pay  them,  and  come  out  on  eggs  on 
the  present  mapket.    The  only  farmers  making  money.,  on  eggs,  it  has  beer,  said  at 
state  farm' mootings  are  those  selling  eggs  at  preiniiom  prices  to  hatcheries. 
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from  Greenville  (S.C.)  ITews,  Apr.  17  -       '  '  ' 

\  "  . 

C02:T0::  ZiZPORT  PllOBIi^nS  -  Editorial  -  It  is  not  surprising  that  with  the 
cotton  and  textile  situation  inaking  steady  progress  toward  more  nearly  normal 
conditions,   the  prolDlem  of  increasing  American  cotton  exports  is  arousing  more 
earnest  thought, 

Itwas  recently  announced  that  all  direct  federal  aid  for  promoting  the 
export  of  American  cotton  will  "be  discontinued  at  the  end  of  this  cotton  year, 
July  31,    This  concerns  various  agencies  which  have  heen  shipping  cotton 
.alDroad  or  directly  financing  such  movements.     It  does  not  appear  to  refer  to 
the  tv/o— dents-a-pound  export  suhsidy  which,  ?s  many  cotton  men  are  now  con- 
tending, will  need  to  lie  continued  if  exports  of  cotton  are  to  he  maintained 
at  anything  like  a  satisfactory  level. 

Prom  Watcrtown(l^,T.)  Times,  Apr,  17  - 

TILj  JAH-i  BLOCK  AlTD  THjj  ilAIvI  -  Editorial  -  The  working  relationship  "between 
the  fa,rm  hlock  and  the  ilational  Association  of  Manufacturers  is  rapidly  coming 
to  an  end.    The  team  operated  together  with  100  per  cent  effectiveness  in  the 
fight  against  ceilings  end.  the  OPA  in  1946,     The  free  market  was  promised  as  the 
answer  to  shortages  and  com.petition  would  "bring  prices  do\\rn, 

Tlic  tv/c  pressure  groups,  however,  are  now  turning  against  one  another. 
The  manufacturers  are  protesting  thnt  their  heavy  increases  in  costs  are  due 
to  the  high  level  of  food  costs.     The  farm  "block  claims  that  the  manufacturers 
are  charging  too  much  and  the  farmer  cq,nnot  afford  to  purchase  n-nufactured 
items.    They  ask  that  the  manufacturers  cut  prices, 

Prom  Chicago  Times,  Apr,  19  - 

STEALIilG  AS  'ECOiTOI^'  -  Editorial  -  Cute  and  imscrupulous  tricks  are  "being 
tried  "by  hyipocritcs  who  are  hov/ling  for  goverrjnont  economy.     The  vfeshington 
Ooluranist  M?.rq[uis  Childs  is  doing  a  grand  jo"b  of  warning,  the  American  pu"blic 
about  one  ox  these  moves, 

Gliilds  ripped  the  cover  off  the  campaign  of  the  Joint  Livestock  Comi-iittee 
on  Pu"blic  Lands  to  grah  a'bout  300,000,000  acres  of  pu'blic  territory,  Thr.t 
"big' stocl'onon^  s  outfit  had  a  pious  "ballyhoo  a'bout  private  enterprise  for  stock- 
men, some  of  whom  already  v/cre  getting  grazing  rights  on  these  public  lands 
for  much  less  than  the  commcrcicil  gra-zing  rate, 

Pti'blic  protest  against  that  proposed  gra"b.  of  mineral  as  well  a.s  grazing 
rights  and  the  transfer  of  pu"blic  lands  to  "private  enterprise"  put  an  abrupt 
stop  to  the  operation.     The  lob"by  of  stockmen  didn't  find  it  safe  to  proceed 
v/ith  a  virtual  steal  of  huge  areas  in  which  veterans  and  other  individuals 
could  have  room  for  their  ovm  little,  "but  legitimate  ventures  in  private  enter- 
prise, 

Pro-:i  Baltimore  Sun,  Apr,  21  -  ^ 

SHOjaT  sighted?      Editorial  -  In  an  interview  in  Washington  last  week  Mr. 
Her"bert  Hoover  criticized  what  he  feels  is  the  short-sighted  policy  of  dismojig- 
ling  nitrogen  and  phosphorous  plants  in  Gormar^/  when  that  country  and  the  whole 
continent  are  "gasping  for  food,"    Tlie  point  is,  _  of  course,   that -while  the 
Allied  officials  look  at  nitrogen  r.nd  phosphorous  as  hases  of  munitions,  I-Ir, 
Hoover  looks  at  the  same  products  as  fertilisers^ 
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(Tlie  nev/spapers  anti  magazines  fr6ii>fech  £hese  a  ericultur-l  -ifpn.^  ^r.^  +  i 
are  on  file  in  Press  SerVi*,^om  414A .    Phoi  Ge^e  H^Json  S  6031!). 


From  Ney-  York  Times,  April^^" 

'^"^""^       INFLATION'  SPREADS:  BIG  PACKER  CALLS  ON  THE  K)OE  IKDFSTR-  TO  -T--  ttt7^ 
COSTS--NEED  K)R  SELF  RLGULATIOK  TO.  PREVENT  U.S.  ciLS  SE^^he  nat^^,  ood 
industry  was  called  upon  yesterday  by  one  of  its  leaders  to  reduce  and  s^^oilize 

=ir?rf^ejf^Ss^^^^^^     -   --p^  ^  oftts-s^^ 

p^,.  Slotkin,.  chaimian  of  the  ooard  and  presiaent  oi  the  ^nn^raae  Food 

Proaucts  Corporation,  riho  made  th^--  r,rr— .00-,  V^--.  1    x        •     '^^  t:'^ '^'^^ 

sanri  r.^    •  ^  prO;...obai  lor  an  industry  vdde  corferenrp 

said  the  groT;an^,  processing  and  distrioution  of  food  vas  a  T.rhn--o    +  i  ?  ' 

food  concern  in  this  country.  -^:?..^,o..Ci,O00  xs  tne  fifth  largest 

out  ^^Ir^r?:'::^^^^  '■f  l/f  t^-^>  -f--*  a  'oalanco  through-  ' 
structure  iJr .  Slotkln'ei^rJs^S  toe  ho^P  tf  f  f  improvement  In  the  eeonorr.ic 
delegated  by  hl„  v,euld  ctf^n  i  duster,,,*?;  .o"""'""*  T'^""^"  °^ 

.or  Xo.er  prL.  ^iK^S^a^^^Sfe^SS-S  ^1::^=?^:? 

proposed  five  year  Internatlon'rrhea?*^^         .  "'^^''^■'''"S  that  prices  in  the 
Britian  declined  today  ^  subscribe       "S^^-^^"*  '«re  "excessive,"  Great 
last  three  weeks  by  ?he  Ltern^ttnn,?  ,*    t^^^^™^"*  ^^^^-^ '  ™*  l^^^e  in  the 
backed^the  British%tandrt\T5St°S^;t:f re^en^ff '     ^'^'^  ^"'^  ^"^^^ 
the  =onferLc°;°si;el^haXo^e^^te"laS  delegates  suggested  that 

Council  in  Vftshingtor,  and  invite  ceu^^ries  n^tT"*  *°         I^^^^^^ional  ,heat 
join  and  participate  in  future  dlsZsSn^  not  now  membys  of  the  council  to 

Sir  Gerald  Clausen,  h -ad  of  ?he  S???;.      f  ="fg«=*'^*=  adopted  unanimously, 
proposed  prices  of  &.16  totl!20  ;  b^^^a?"  ^  agreement 
years.  a  tus,.afor  wneat  of  tne  I950  and  I951  crop 

PRESIDENT  ORDERS  mm        otp    rrn.t-  -  „^ 

^0~r-  ---^^^^^^^^^  -L-?-e:?-  ™ 

^""-^  u,it.iiL,  lor  enforcempnf      tk-  ^^4.       •     ,  ^\fc;ejicies  oi  the  Ap-ri- 

Sna^  :  P~f  le  IfSet*™°J,-  =Jf sub  JiL, 

terpretatien^  ^^Z^^^S^^^'^^^^^^^         P^^-  adi.^iS/S-,;-*! °" 
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From  Nevj-  York  Time-s,  April  - 

Um  miAD  LASl-iES  HOPE  OF  PRICE  C  UTS-Bos  ton-Lit  tie  hope  for  a  halt  in 
rising  prices  at  this  tine  is  held  by  Earl  Bunting,  president  oi  the  National 
Association  oi  Manufacturers .    On  the  .contrary,  the  NAi-i  executive  said  some 
are  bound  to  go  upavard  as  a  result  of  the  recent  round  of  v^age  increases. 


Frora  Nevi  York  Journal  of  Corrmerce,  April  24  - 

MJTURE  SUG;Jt  PiaCE-Tht;  first  offering  of  sugar  in  a  decontrolled  raarket 
cane  to  light  yesterday.    One  seller  is  offering  f  .o.b,  Kev;  York  or  Baltir.iore, 
50  percent  delivery  in  March,  19^8,  and  50  percent  in  April,  at  10.750 


FAIR  TRADE  L"ii:S--Qliio  food  industry  ^/ill  seek  to  cushion  ij^ipact  of  return 
to  sharply  competitive  food  retailing  tnrough  oroadening  of  a.M±r  trade  program 
Tfhich  was  shelved  during  tlie  v-rar  period  after  gaining  national  recognition. 
Both  chains  and  independents  are  backirig  the  move,  it  is  Drought  out  at  the 
Assocated  V.'holesale  Food  Distributors  of  Ohio  meeting  in  Columbus. 


PRICE  PEAK  PAST -Clarence  Francis,  in  his  report  to  the  General  Foods 
stockholders,  declares  their  food  prices  generally  are  past  their  peak,  but 
no  "wide  oi  en"  break  in  prices  mil  come,  only  a  "corrective"  trend.  Increasing 
comxpetition  v.dllpLay  its  part. 


Fror.i  Wall  Street  Journal,  ^'''•pril  24  — 

CANNED  FOOD  CUTS:  PIECES  Vi/ILT  AS  IIIVES  SLO^V  BUYINC-Canned  food  prices  are 
declining  across  the  nation. 

V.rholesalers  are  shipping  their  prices  to  get  uncomfortable  inventories 
off  their  laps  before  a  new  pack  of  fruits  and  vegetables  rool  in.  Retailers 
are  trir:Uaing  price  tags  to  get  increasingly  ball<y  housewives  to  by. 


ECONOin.C  PDRECAST  on  which  a  top  food  company  is  basing  all  fut'ore  operations 
adds  up  to  this:     Business  rt;cession  begins  soon:  ends  by  iiLid  194-0,  hational 
income  in  the  last  fourth  of  1947. will  be  do\ai  more — 7f%.    By  yt,ar's  end, 
wholesalers  mil  be  offering  v/ares  92'%  belov.  tne  s.jue  i94o  date. 
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From  Hartford  (Conn.)  Courant,  Apr, -15  -  .  - 

BUSnn^SS  AITS'hISSS  -IKri'IAlT  -  Sditorlal  -  In  his  attempt  to  make  l)\isiness  the 
scapegoat  for  high  prices  President  Irtunan  may  have,  "blov/n  the  lid  off  a  verit- 
aljle  Pandora' s  b.ox.    Although  some  "businessmen  have  teen  making  unreasonahle, 
even  tmconsciona'ble  profits,  another  round  of  general  wage  increases,  as  sug- 
gested hy  Mr,  Truman  has  an  alternative  to  lower  prices,  would, only  apply  more 
of  the  cause  of  our  economic  illness  as  a  remedj"",    Nor  did  the  President,  in 
this  suggestion,  give  the  smallest  hint  that  he  was  cognizant  of  the_ Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics  report  that  the  over-all  cost  of  living  is  receding  sligiitly^ 
with  the  greatest  decline  in  t!aat  all- important  family  budget  item,,  food*  Yet 
here  is  concerted  evidence  that  we  may  have  reached  the  peak  of  our  distressing 
inflation, 

Biisinessmen  were  quick  to  point  out  that,   since  1939,  the  cost  of  manu- 
factured products  has  risen  on  the  average  of  79  per  cent,  v/hile  that  of  agri- 
cultural products  has  skyrocketed  to  the  tune  of  180  per  cent.    Definitely  re- 
lated to  that  agricultural  increase  is  the  Government' s  ov/n  program  of  subsidies 
and  parity  payments.     Considering  that  food  is  the  major  item  in  the  budget  of 
most  families,  the  meaning  of  those  props  under  agricultural  prices  has  great 
significance.    Business  men  have  nothing  to  do  v/ith  them,  except  to  worry  hov/ 
to  pay  er.ough  wages  to  enable  their  employees  to  purchase  subsidized  foods, 

Ivom  Springfield  (Mass.)  Union,  Apr.  16  -  " 

PRICES  AUD  PAHII  SUBSIDIES  _  Editorial  -  "President  Tr^oraan  has  been  taken 
severely  to  task  for  blaming  industry  for  keeping  prices  up,  while  putting  no 
responsibility  whatever  upon  government  policy  which  subsidises  farm  j^i-oducts 
to  keep  food  prices  high,    Farmers  were  authorized  to  dump  20,000,000  bushels 
of  potatoes_  stored  under  government  price- supporting  loans.     The  admitted 
purpose  of  the  dumping  order  was  to  hold  up  the  price  of  the  remaining  portion 
of  the  crop. 

Is  it- to  be  a  free  agriculture  or  a  controlled  agriculture?     If  the  latter, 
there'  must  be  appropriations  running  into  large  figures  for  the  price  supports 
which  are  an  integral  part  of  the  program,  and  which  liave  boon  responsible 
for  70 -per  cent  of  the  incrsas.e  in  the  present  high  cost  of  living. 

Prom  Kansas  City  (Mo.)  Times,  Apr.  17  - 

EC-G  SUHPLUS  PADES  AQA-Ii:      Editorial  -  The  housewife  today  who  thinks  egg 
pricesare  too  high  may  be  surprised  to  learn  that  farmers  are  convinced  they 
arc  too  low  and.  are  follov/ing  their  convictions,  by  buying  fev/er  baby  chicks  this 
spring. 

The  present  situation  in  the  poultry  industry  suggests  hov/  difficult  it  is 
to  malie  predictions  on  business  conditions.     The  poultry  industry  v;as  expanded 
greatly_  during  the  war,  but  long  before  the  firing  ceased  government  authorities 
were  warning  that  disastrous  surpluses  v;ould  develop  just  as  soon  as  peace 
axrivcd.    Peace  came  but  not  the  surpluses  because  America  was  busy  sjxd  S-urope 
and  Asia  v/ere  starving  for  all  the  food  Anic-,--ica  could  spare. 

Today  consumption  continues  at  a  record  pace.    Also,  feed  prices  are  ex- 
tremely high,  so  high  farmers  say  they  can' t  pay  them  and  come  out  on  eggs  on 
the  present  mapket.    The  only,  farmers  making  money  on  eggs,  it  has  beer,  said  at 
state  farm  mootings  are  those  selling  eggs  at  premium  prices  to  hatcheries,  •• 
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From  Greenville  (S,C.)  ITews,  Apr.  17- 

COTTOi:  ZXPOP.T  PIiOBI^llS  _  Editorial  -  It  is  not  surprising  that  v;ith  the 
cotton  and  textile  situation  making  steady  progress  tov/ard  more  nearly  normal 
conditions,   the  pro"blem  of  increasing  American  cotton  expjorts  is  arousing  more 
earnest  thought, 

Itwas  recently  announced  that  all  direct  federal  aid  for  promoting  the 
ejcport  of  American  cotton  will  "be  discontinued  at  the  end  of  this  cotton  year, 
July  31,     This  concerns  various  agencies  which  have  heen  shipping  cotton 
SjOvobA  or  directly  financing  such  movements.     It  does  not  appear  to  refer  to 
the  tv;o-dents-a-pound  export  subsidy  which,  as  many  cotton  men  are  nov;  con- 
tending, will  need  to  "be  cojitinued  if  ex;Qorts  of  cotton  are  to  "be  maintained 
at  anything  like  a  satisfactory  level. 

Prom  Wr.tcrtownCH.Y.)  Times,  Apr,  17  - 

TH2  JAPi-i  BLOCK  AlTD  TH5  ITAi-i  -  Editorial  -  The  working  relationship  "between 
the  farm  "block  and  the  ilational  Association  of  Manufacturers  is  rapidly  coming 
to  an  end.    The  team  operated  together  with  100  per  cent  effectiveness  in  the 
fight  against  ceilings  and  the  QPA  in  1946,     The  free  market  was  promised  as  the 
answer  to  shorta-ges  and  competition  would  "bring  prices  dov;n, 

Tlic  tv/c  pressure  groups,  however,  are  now  turning  against  cnc  another. 
The  manufacturers  are  protes.ting  that  their  hca.vy  increases  in  costs  are  due 
to  the  high  level  of  food  costs.     The  fa.Tn  "block  cla^ims  that  the  manufacturers 
are  charging  too  much  and  the  farmer  c£^rjiot  afford  to  purchase  m-,nufac tared 
items.     They  ask  that  the  nanufa,cturers  cut  prices, 

Iron  Chicago  Times,  Apr.  19  -  , 

,   STSALIilG  AS  'ECOiTOMY'  ~  Editorial  -  Cute  and  unscrupulous  tricks  are  "being 
tried  "by  hy^oocrites  who  are  howling  for  goverrjnent  economy.     The  Vfeshington 
ColioTiinist  Harquis  Childs  is  doing  a  grajid  jo'b  of  warning  the  American  pul^lic 
a"bout  one  Oj;'  these  moves, 

Ghilds  ripped  the  cover  off  the'  campaign  of  the  Joint  Livestock  Cominittee 
on  Puhlic  Lands  to  gra"b  a"bout  300,000,000  acres  of  public  territory,  Thr.t 
"big'  stocl'Oncn^  s  outfit  had  a  pious  "ballyhoo  a"bout  private  enterprise  for  stock- 
men,  some  of  v;hom  already  vrcre  getting  grazing  rights  on  these  public  lands 
for  much  loss  than  the  comrucrcial  grazing  rate. 

Public  protest  against  that  proposed  gra,b  of  mineral  as  well  a,s  grazing 
rights  and  the  transfer  of  public  lands  to  "private  enterprise"  put  an  abrupt 
stop  to  the  operation.     The  lobby  of  stockmen  didn't  find  it  safe  to  proceed 
v;ith  a  virtual  steal  of  huge  areas  in  which  veterans  and  other  individuals 
could  have  room  for  their  ovm  little,  but  lcgitimr?.te  ventures  in  private  enter- 
prise. 

Fro.;)  Baltimore  Sun,  Apr.  21  - 

SHORT  SIC-HTLD?  _  Editorial  -  In  an  interview  in  liTashington  last  v;dck  Mr, 
Herbert  Hoover  criticized  what  he  feels  is  the  short-s ighted"  polic;/  of  dismang- 
ling  nitrogen  and  phosphorous  plants  in  German;^'-  when  that  country  and  the  whole 
continent  are  "gasping  for  food,"    The  point  is,  of  course,  that  v;hilc  the 
Allied  officials  look  at  nitrogen  r.nd  phosphorous  as  bases  of  munitions,  Mr, 
Hoo\ccr  looks  at  the  same-  products  as  fertilizers, 
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^■.ilLi  I'iJM  :^'S  DIGEST'  .'.OTvD  l^.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGEICULTUEE 

(For  April  23,  19^7)  \  '         Office  of  Information 

Fashlngton  25,  D.C. 

(The  newspaper^  and  magazines  fromj^dAch  these  agricultiiral  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in ■i]^«a,SsKr^ai^e>^ ^b'Sfet  Vl\|^^    Phone  Gene  Harrison  at  603I.) 

From  New  York  Times,  April  23  -  ,  _ 

FOOD-BUYING.  PLAN  OF  ANDERSON  URGED;  INDUSTRY  LEADERS  HOLD  MORE  PURCHASING 
POWER  IN  LIEU  OF  LESS  OUTPUT  RIGHT  APPROACH  -  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  P. 
Anderson's  proposed  plan  to  increase  food  "buying  power  rather  than  cut  food  pro- 
duction was  greeted  as  a  more  realistic  approach  to  the  surplus  problem  "by  leaders 
of  the  food  industry    yesterday.    They  warned,  however,  success  of  the  program 
and  the  degree  of  support  it  will  receive  from  the  food  industry  will  depend  on 
hov/  it  is  implemented. 

Success • of  'the  food-stamp  plan  in  the  late  Thirties,  they  pointed  out,  was 
largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Government  kept  it  out  of  hureaucratic  hands  and 
allowed  the  food  to  pass  to  the  consumer  through  normal  distrlhution  channels. 

Bj''  the  same  token,- they  said,  the  Government's  first  efforts  In  this  field 
following  collapse  of  farm  prices  after  1929  resulted  in  complete  market  chaos. 
Government  "buying  of  farm  commodities  at  that  time  and  its  dumping  of  them  in- 
discriminately on  the  market  disrupted  normal  trade  channels,  they  noted,  and  was 
generally  unsuccessful  in  fulfilling  its  aims.  . 

Patsy  D'Agostino,  president,  National  Association  of  Retail  Grocers,  said 
experience  of  -the  nation's  grocers  was  good  under  the  food-stamp  plan  and  that  a 
similar  plan  as  suggested  hy  Secretary  Anderson  would  have  the  full  support  of 
retail  merchants.  ... 

Spokesmen  for  grocery  whole sa.lers  pointed  out  that  the  department's  present 
program  for  free  school  lunches  is  working  out  successfully  "because  the  food  is 
"both  "bought  and  sold  locally  when  possi"ble  through  e8ta"blished  trade  channels.  If 
the  same  methods  are  employed  in  the  proposed  stamp  program  they  would  meet  trade 
approval. 


FAO  BODY  REJECTS  WORLD  FOOD  GROUP;  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  FEARS  ITS  POWERS  ON 
POLICY 'WOUI.D  BE  ENDED  BY  PROPOSED  COUNCIL -Washington  -  The  Executive  Committee  of 
the  United  Nations  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  in  effect  has  rejected  'the 
World  Food  Council  proposed  here  last  winter  "by  the  FAO  Preparatory  Commission,  it 
was  lear'ned  todsy. 

■The  executive  group,  composed  of  fifteen  mem"ber  nations  of  the "  forty -seven 
mem'ber  FA.O,  met  in  Rome  last  month  for  its  annual  session.    A  summary  report  of 
the  meeting,  which  now  has.  "been  su"bmitted  to  all  memher  governments,  including  the 
United  States-,  calls  attention  to  its  "disagreement"  with  the  "effect"  of  the 
Preparatory  Commission's  proposals  for  a  World  Food  Council.. 

The  committee's  principal  o"bjection  appeared  to  be  the  likelihood  that  its 
responsibilities  "in  matters  of  major  policy"  would  be  "definitely"  eliminated  by 
the  council. 


BRITISH  TAX  PAPvES  USE  OF  U.S.  TOBACCO -London  -  Hugh  Dal  ton,  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchec^uer,  has  thus  far  achieved  his  objective  of  reducing  the  consumption  of 
American  tobacco,  according  to  the  testimony  of  members  of  the  National  Organiza- 
tion of  Tobacconists.  ... 

According  to  an  organization  spokesman  .  \   .  the  preseat  moneteiry  volume  of 
sales  represents  ...  an  actual  decrease  in  consumption  from  pre -budget  levels. 

(Turn  to  Page  2  for  other  items  _  _  _  _  1-,        -r^-  o^c  i  ^ 
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From  Nev'  York  Times,  -'■^pril  23  - 

NM  MEAD  OFFERS  /JD  TO  TRUi'Ii^J^I  OF  PRICES-liashington-Earl  Banting,  president 
of  the  National  Association  of  Ivlanuf actwers ,  tonight  reaffirmed  ;■  ndustrj'-' s 
pledge  to    aid  President  Triman's  campaign  to  cut  prices,  but  he  said  the 
Government  "must  do  its  part  of  the  job  if  we  hope  to  mn  this  battle." 

In  a  broadcast  over  the  Mutual  network,  billed  as  "Industry's  Answer  to 
President  Truman's  Statement  on  Prices,"  Mr.  Bunting  said  the  Government  must 
help  put  the  brakes  on  prices  by  doing  these  things: 

1.    Removing  the  secrecy  features  of  its  farm  price  support  program, 
so  that  "when  it  starts  on  a  buying  program  the  market  must  know  how  large 
this  program  is  going  to  be  so  that  an  orderly  adjustment  can  be  made  to  take 
care  of  it," 

2»    Adopting  controls  over  extension  of  credit  by  "banks,  as  well  as 
over  the  right  of  individuals  to  buy  on  the  installment  plan, 

3,    Eliminating  "the  uncertainty  which  today  makes  many  business  men 
hesitant  to  commit  themiselves  to  lov:er  price  levels ." 


From  New  Y03?k  Journal  of  Commerce,  Arprii  23  - 

BOLSTER  FAPil  AID,  CONGRESS  BESOUGKT-V;asiiington-Edward  A.  O'Neal,  Am.erican 
Farm  Bureau  president,  said  today  "it  would  be  folly  to  assume  that  we  mil 
not  have  '.^urdensome  surpluses  (of  farm  prod.uce)  again  that  may  T^reck  farm, 
price,"  -  ' 

Testifying  before  the  House  Agriciilture  Committee,  O'Neal:  (a)  Urged  a 
strong  farm  program  of  expanded  consum.ption  and  adjusted  oroductj.on. 

(b)  Indorsed  reciprocal  trade  principles  and  declared  "a. 'rri culture 
more  than  ever  needs  an  expanded  volume  of  foreign  trade  to  absorb  its  output," 

(c)  Criticizing  centralized  control  of  farm  programs  in  Washin,P-ton 
urged  transfer  of  larger  authority  to  state  extension  services.  '  ' 


From  Wall  Street  Joiornal,  April  23  -  ■ 

FATS  AND  OILS:  INDUSTRY,  KOUSEVIVES  STALL  BUYING,  CRACK  R/.T^  MTERIALS  ^ 
MRKET-Industrialists  and  housewives  have  teamed  up  in  a  buyers'  strike  knocking 
dovm  prices  in  the  fats  and  oils  market  and  lairing  the  basis  for  cheape^  products 
ranging  from  soap  to  salad  oil. 

Butter,  competing  in  the  edible  oil  market,  dropped  2  cents  a  pomd  yester- 
day in  New  York  chain  stores.    There  was  a  similar  drop  Monday.    The  r^^tsil  p^ice 
is  now  63  cents,  the  old  OPA  level,  ^    .  - 


IVORLD  CONERENCE  Fi^LS  TO  luJii.  ^vORK..^L^  P..CT         iv^.KEllNU  Oi-  ..ni^T-London- 
The  International  liheat  Conference  v/ill  end  its  month  long  deli;jerations  today 
without  a  workable  agreement  for  tne  marketing  01  the  v.^orld's  wLeat  for  the  next 
few  years , 

Delegates  who  attended  last  night's  closed  meeting  said  the  v/ordinc"  of 
an  agreement  had  been  adopted.    One  delef^ate  w]io  declined  use  of  his  rame^' 
declared    nowever    "it  is  so  full  of  loonholes  and  reservations" that  its^  ' 
practical  value  mil  be  nil." 
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From  Omaha  (E'e'br.)  World  Herald,  Apr,  15  -  _  •■ 

SS:.r  HA-RVEST  COST  HA.LVSD  ~  Machines  cut  in  half  the  cost  of  liarvesting 
^  and  loading  su jar  "beets.    That  is  the  conclusion  offered  in  the  second  annual 

*       '     report  "by  the  Department  of  Rural  Econonics  at  the  University  of  ITetraska, 

Studies  of  operating  costs  of  heet  harvesters  and  "beet,  loaders  were 
made  on  92  farms  in  six  counties,  -  ^ 

The  co.st  per  top  of  "beets,  using  mexhines  to  harvest  and  load,  v/as  Jpl^lO, 
The  cost  for  the  same  operation,  hy  hand,  was  32,12, 

The  economists  figured  that  you  can  harvest  with  a  machine  and  load 
oeets  "by  hand  for  $1,34  a  ton,  or  you  can  harvest  "by  hand  and  load  v/ith  madiin- 
ery  for  $1»88  a  ton^ 

The  studies  w.ere  made  on  farms  where  the  yield  averaged  14,3  tons  an  acre. 

Costs  include  depreciation,  repairs,  luhricants,  shelter,  insurance, 
interest,  taxes,  power  and  operators'  wages, 

?rom  Boston  (I'lass.)  Herald,  Apr,  11  - 

CITY  ?OLK  lilDIFT^SElTT  TO  HIGH  FOOD  COST?  -  Park  Commissioner  !filliam  P, 
Long  said  that  only  one-half  of  the  city's  garden  plots  had  "been  applied  for 
despite  "the  high  cost  of  food," 
-  "TTe  vrere  prepared  to  accommodate  nearly  5,000  persons  this  year,  realiz- 

.  Ing  the  high  cost  for  food,  "but  only  2100  applications  have  "been  received  and 
processed,  "  he  said. 

From.  Kajisas  City  Weekly  Star,  Apr.  16  - 

CUTTIilG  PORE  COSTS  -  Editorial  -  The  high  price  of  protein  supplements  is 
making  it  difficult  for  farmers  to  do  their  usual  good  jo'b  of  feeding,  especially 
v/ith  poultry  and  with  hogs.     The  recent  heavy  loss  -of  spring  pigs  ma.y  partly 
have  "been  caused  "by  the  severity  of  the  weather  at  farrowing  time  "but  more' 
likely  was  due  to  inadequate  rations  for  the  sow  in  prefarrowing  daj'-s,  Ivlaile 
it  is  usual  to  feed  corn  heavily  after  a  "big  crop  such  as  we  had  last  year,  up- 
setting the  ration  "by  cutting  down  or  eliminating  protein  to  "balance  the  car- 
"bohydrate  intake  is  penny  wise  and  pound  foolish.    Many  pigs  which  were  "born  too 
wealc  to  survive  the  inclement  v/eather  pro"ba"bly  would  have  "been  vigorous  enough 
to  have  lived  had  they  had  proper  prenatal  nourishment, 

'..liat  a"bout  the  pi:;:s  that  are  left?     Carl  Elling  of  Kansas  State  college 
says  they  should  "be  started  on  a  grain  ration  of  shelled  corn  or  Irafir  v/hen  they 
are  three  v;eeks  old  and  after  a  week  of  this  diet,  can  have  corn,  kafir,,  shorts 
?/id  tankage  in  a  self-feeder  or  a  creep.    After  weaning      when  the  pigs  go  on 
full  feed,  the  protein  should  "be  continued. 

Even  at  present  prices,  such  suppleuEnts  are  not  too  expensive  v;hen  fatten- 
ing ho^'S,   in  the  opinion  of  L,  A^  V/eaver  of  the  University  of  Ilissouri, 

From  Sacramento  (Calif.)  Bee,  Apr,  11  - 

»        ■     •  SLAP  AT  COTTO::!  BELT  _  Editorial  -  The  San  Joaquin  Valley  cotton  h el t,- along 

with  the  South,  will  suffer  a  "backhanded  slap.  if.  the  United  States  War  Depart- 
ment proceeds  with  the  "buying  of  foreign    grov/n  cotton  for  use  in  Japan  and. 
Germany,    Spokesmen  for'  the  I'ationpJ  Cotton  Council  put  it  m.ildly  in  declaring 
the  procedure  is  unfair  to  the  taxpayers  and  the  cotton  industry  of  America, 
Without  their  output,  .  the  production  of  urgentlj'-  needed  munitions  cor>- 
taining  cotton  "byproducts  would  have  "been  reduced  dangerously.     They  now  de- 
serve the  chance  to  seek  export  markets  without  hindrance  from  the  very  governr- 
mental  department  they  helped  the  most, 
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Prom  Charleston  (W,  Va.)   Gazette,  "Apr,  -16  -  .  •  . 

PHOGRESS  -  Editorial  -    It  is  gratifying  to  learn  froin  the  Soil  Conserva^ 
tion  Service  that  we  have  reduced  the  annual  rate  of  damage  to  our  f.arm  lands 
hy  half  since  1930,    At  the  same  time,  it  is  sohoring  to  learn  that  we  are  still 
losing  500,000  a.cres  of  top  soil  each  year, 

I'/e  have  permitted  erosion  oy  wind  and  v/ater  to  dpxiage  at  lc?,st  half  of 
our  usahle  soil,  some  282,000,000  acres  of  crop  and  grazing  land,    Iluch  of  this 
can  he  made  useful  again,  for  production  of  either  food  or  timber,   out  it  is 
going  to  take  a  lot  of  time  unless  there  is  even  more  effort  expended  "by  the 
farm  ovmors. 

Ve  nov/  ha.vc  1,650  soil  conservation  districts  in  this  country,  run  "by  the 
farmers  with  federal  government  assistance.     Of  the  6,000,000  farms  in  this 
coilntr;/-,  close  to  4,000,000  now  hclong  to  districts,     Boil  conservation  experts 
plan  irrigation, strip-cropping,  cover  cropping  and  restoration  of  eroded  areas, 

Tlie  "battle  is  by  no  means  v/on,     0?herc  will  have  to  be  more  cooperation 
among  the  farmers  and  other  land  owners.     If  this  country  is  to  remain  great, 
the  full  productivity  of  its  soil  must  bo  guaranteed  for  all  time. 

rrom  Philadelphia  BullGtin,  Apr,  18  - 

PAEl-I  IEF31"r[SRS  -  IZlditorial  -  Chairman  Hope  of  the  House  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee is  a  Hopublican  and  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  Clinton  P,  Anderson, 
is  a  Democrat,    On  the  same  day  they  both  came  to  the  defense  of  the  form 
price  support  program,  denying  tha.t  it  v/as  responsible  for  high  food  prices, 

Sccreta.ry  Anderson  says  that  farm  prices  are  now  122  per  cent  of  parity 
and  Congress  has  only  promised  to  support  them  at  90  per  cent.    Most  foods  have 
thus  required  no  G-overnmcnt  assistance  to  keep  them  high. 

The  Secretary  admits  that  potatoes,  dry  milk  and  heavy  turkeys  have  been 
kept  from  going  too  far  down  in  price  by  the  Government  bu^^ing  program.  Other- 
wise the  Government  is .net  guilty. 

But  this  bi-partisan  readiness  to  do  battle  for  the  farmer  is  interesting. 
The  Ilfcpublican  cha-irraan  of  the  House  Committee  could  cut  the  Govern. -.ont *  s  fu.ture 
committments  by  suggesting  an  end  to  the  price  support  progrpjn.    He  does  not 
do  it,    ITo  republican  and  no  Democrat  seems  to  favor  economy  at  the  e;cpcnse  of 
the  formers,  • 

Prom  Terre  Halite  (Ind, )  Star,  Apr,  15  - 

In  all  the  talk  of  price  deflation  a  grco.t  deal  is  sa,id  about  a  prospective 
slump  in  foxm  income,     Btit  in  viev;  -of  the  p,arity  figures  it  is  difficult  to 
see  how  fa.rm  prices  co,n  decline  to  punishing  levels.     Congress  ho.s  enacted  a 
law  gijarantecing  farm  prices  at  90  per  cent  of  pojrity  throiigh  1948  o-nd  ho.s 
made  .  no  move  to  repeal  it.    Under  that  act  the  government  is  obligated  to 
support  prices  v;hen  they  go  lov/Ci^  than  90  p  r  cent  of  parity, 

ITinety  per  cent  of  the  present  price  of  wheat  would  be  SI, 81  a  bushel, 
corn  $1.32,  oats  82  cents,  rye  $1,48,  barley  $1,28,  hogs  $14,94,   cattle  $11,16, 
eggs  38  cents,  potatoes  $1,53,  hay  $24,50  pur  ton,  chickens  23  cents,  v/ool  38 
cents. 

There  would  be  fev;  hardships  in  these  prices  if  it  came  to  the  point  in 
the  next  two  years  where  there  were  surpluses  in  these  crops  and  the  govcrment 
supported  prices  at  the  above  levels.    Of  course,  la    a  period  of  general  de- 
flation parity  would  come  down,  too,  but  not  very  ra-p idly  in  view  of  high  taxes 
and  wages, 

Parm  Digest  825-47 


Reserve 


D/JLY  FMiM  NK;S  DIGEST 
(For  April  25,  1947) 


U.S.  DEP/^TMENT  OF  i^GRICULTUKE 
Office  of  Infonnation 
1(*asiiington  25,  D.C. 


(The  i^vrspa^fs  __an$S'magazi^S§*S  which  these  agricultural  items 

are  taken  are  on '^^1*5  in^^ess  S^-Of^ce>^oom  414A,    Phone  Gene  ^%rrison  at 
^031.).  \         '  ^^C' 

X  ^^^^ 

From  Nev/  York  Times,  \prj4.^25 

TRUM/lN  INDIGATSg^  HE  Bi\RS  USING  FORCE  TO  CUT  PRICES:  RESTS  ON  PLE/vDING, 
HOLDING    IT  IS  FWIER/vL  OF  SELLERS  IF  THEY  ASK  TOO  MUCH  AND  LOSE-i""ashin<?ton- 
|>resident  Truman  made  it  clear  today  that  he  planned  no  stronger  action 
calculated  to  lower  prices  and  indicated  that  if  manufactiirers  and  businessmen 
insisted  on  pricing  their  ,  products  out  of  the  market  it  vrould  be  their  ovm 
funeral,"  '  "'■        ■  ^     ;  ;  • 

The  i^resident  already  had  turned  thumbs  down  on  a  proposal  of  his 
former  Price  Administrator,  Chester  BoY/les,  that  he  appoint  a  committee  of 
businessmen  to  negotiate  voluntary  price  cuts  throughout  industry,  working 


with  the  Commerce  Department  or  other  Federal  agency, 
savf  nothing  to  be  gained  by  adopting  the  proposal. 


r.  Truman  said  he 


■   "  '      mOE  PjINGE  slash  in  PRICES  PRESSED:  MERCHMTS  IN  VAM  AREAS  TRY 
'NElffiURYPORT/PUiN'—NO  CUTS  /iRE  SEEN  AT  SOURCES-Mer chants  in  scattered  cities 
climbed  yesterday  abroad  the  band  wagon  of  the  "Newburyport  Plan"  for  an- 
across  the  board  cut  of  10  percent  in  prices,  but  there  was  little  if  any 
sign  of  immediate  price  cuts  at  sources  of  production. 


REP.  HOPE  URGES  INTEGRi^TION  OF  EkRDi  PROGHiJvi:  i^SSERTS  RECENT  POLICIES 
SOMEniifflS  DISi.GREE-Chicago-Representative  Clifford  R.  Hope,  Republican,,  of 
Kansas,  chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on  Agriculture,  called  tonight  for  a 
national  policy  with  respect  to    a.^^riculture ,    He  urged  more  cooperation 
between  farmers  and  business  men  and  emphasized  the  need  for  a  free  economy 
that  would  eliminate  monopolies  in  business,  labor  and  a oriculture, ■  . 

In  urging  formation  of  a  national  agricultural  Dolicy,  Mr.  ,iope  said 
such  a  policy  vfas  necessary  to  relieve  the  farmer  of  the  various  uncoordinated 
and  in  many  instances,  contradictory  programs  that  have  been  adopted'  in  recent 
years,  ,  " 


4.  V  -^S  DEALERS  TO  CUT  MILK  CENT  A  OU/JIT:  ANDERSON ' ORDERED  SL\SH-Despite 
a  threat  by  dairy  farmers  serving  this  area  that  they  may  strike  if  the  price 
of  milk  drops  still  further,  major  milk  dealers  here  announced  a  1  cent  a 
quart  reduction  yesterday. 

This  retail  price  cut,,  to  take  effect  Thursday,  is  predicted  at 
a  decrease  of       cents  a  hundred  pounds  in  the  farm  price  of  May. milk. 

.  .  ^  ^^^^  ^  decrease  was  ordered  two  vreek^  ago  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Clinton  P.  Anderson, 
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From  Nov/  York  Tines,  April  25  - 

COM'ilODITY  PRICES  OFF  BY  0.6%       V.LEK:  IlgQiiLixDb  In  >xQR1CDLTUR;X  ■ 
PRODUCTS  BRINGS  DROP  IN  THE  PRBu^RY  i  iiJiKET-l-asiiington-Continuing  declines  foae 
agricultural  commodities  caused  a  decrease  of  0,6  percent  in  average  primary 
market  prices  diiring  the  vreek  ended  April  19,  accord!  ns;  to  the  Biireau  oif 
Labor  Statistics, 


EUROPE  ASKS  U.S.  FOR  EXTRi\  V.^;T-4feBhingbon-Grain  i.rmortirg  nations 
of  ^"estern  Europe  are  appealing  to  the  United  States  ^  Canada  and  Australia 
for  extra  shipments  of  wheat  to  avert  a  bread  crisis  before  the  new  crops 
of  the  Northern  Hemisphere  are  harvested,  it  was  revealed  today. 


From  Wall  Street  Journal,  April  25  - 

PROSPERING  FmffiRS  V^ON'T  GET  A  LONG  PJJMGE  E^RII  PROGR/uM  TVIS  YEi"Jl- 
Present  talks  vron' t  jello    Neither  Republicans  nor  the  Democrats  want  to 
tackle  this  political  firecracker  before  the  'AS  elections,    /inderson  rambles 
on  about  "greater  consumption  for  higher  production,"  but  won't  be  tied  to  a 
"plan,"    The  G.  0#  P,  favors  scrapping  the  AiVl  crop  curtailment  program, 
largely  ignored  though  still  on  the  la\i  books,  but  will  delay  by  "stud^ring"  new 
schemes , 

One  would  give  the  Agriculture  Secretary  power  to  make  price  supports 
rather  flexible — high  on  crops  in  strong  demand,  lov/  on  those  in  overabundance. 
The  war-born  price  supports  are  set  at  90%  of  parity,  regardless  of.  consmer 
needs , 

.  ; .  With  most  farm  prices  still  floating  far  above  support  levels,  the 
politics  "figure  farmers  can  coast  along  without  trouble  tuitil  after  elections. 


From  U, ,Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  25  -  ■ 

•FARM.  SUBSIDIES  HALT  SURPLUS  USMye-Large  scale  production  of  industrial 
alochol  from  farm  surpluses  mil  create  a  vast  number  of  jobs  and  raise  the 
level  of  prosperity  not  only  in  the  U.S.  but  the  viorld.  Dr.  William  J.  Hale, 
tochnioal  consultant  for  Dov^  Chemical  Co.,  predicted  here  today.  ' 

^^mi  ^r,r^,.oi'^^££f^^"^  jf^^   "grlcultural  Insecticide  and  Ringicide  Assn.,  at  its 
semi-amual  meeting,  Dr.  Hale  emphasized  that  alcohol  is  but  one  of  countless 
possibilities  m  the  field,  and  predicted  that  through  industrial  alcohol 
alone  the  U.  S.  can  use  one  fourth  of  its  farmland  for  food  and  three  fourths 
can  be  devoted  to  chemical  output,  resulting  in  millions  af  new  jobs. 

Dr.  Hale  maintained  that  continuing  farm  pj^oduct  support  prices 
beyond  next  year  would  "delay  the  destined  chemical  utilizr.tion  of  farm 
products;  force  us  to  dump  produce  abroad  at  a  financial  loss  and  cause  '  •  • 
economic  discofd  in  other  countries," 
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rrom  Los  Angeles  (Calif,-)  Times,  Apr.-  18  - 

GEOCSRY  CHISP  ATVISSS  LOV/ER  PRICES  01  POOD  -  "You  canU  just  sit  on  your 
inventorj'-,'" 

Ife-than  Ouimnings,  president  of  Consolidated  Grocers  Corp.,  made  this  clear 
yesterday  v;hen  telling  representatives  of  the  food  industry  they'd  "better 
think  in  terms .of  lower  prices, 

"If  anyone  has  items  in  his  cellar  that  cost  him  $1  and  he's  keeping  them 
until  he  can  get  ''l^lO  instead  of  getting  rid  of  them  at-90  cents  he's  going 
to  get  hur^c.     Cuxamings  said  in  advocating  the  taking  of  present  inventory 
losseso     "Tood  is  a  commodityo    You  ha.ve  to  follow  the  markets*' 

Urging  cuts  in  consumer  prices,  CTommings  said  increa,sed  efficiency  and 
reduced  profit  margins  are  needed  to  reach  that  endo 

Prom  Salt*  Lake.  City  (Utah,)  Trihune,  Apr.  13  ~ 

OmCIAL  SAYS  PRICE  HIK2S  HURT  PARMER  _  A  relatively  snail  proportion  of 
food  price  rises  since  decontrol  has  reflected  itself  in  the  farmer's  pockethook 
and  generallj'  has  "been  as  detrimental  to  hin  as  to  the  average  consumer,  accord- 
ing to  Pranlc  G,  Shelley,  executive  secretary,  Utah  State  Parm  Bureau  federation* 

'This  is  the  contention  upon  which'  Mr.  Shelly  Saturday  predicated  a  prepared 
statement  disputing  the  contention  that  : "farmers  are  getting  rich  from  sky- 
rocketing food  prices," 

Market  raani]pulations  "bjr  the  "middleman  or  middlemen"  largely  have  heen 
responsihle  for  the  upward  price  trend,  he  said. 

Prom  Burlington  (Vt.)  Prec  Press,  Apr.  18  - 

CO-OPS  PIGKTIilG  TO  KEEP  APRIL  MILK  PRICE  LEVEL  POR  iaY_JUi3B  Although 
dairymen  received  a  seriou-s  set-hack  last  week  when  the  secretary  of  agricul- 
ture announced  that  May  and  June  Class  1  prices  would  drop  44  cents  per  h'.m- 
dredweight  to  $4.33  their  co-operatives  v/ere  not  taking  it  lying  dovm. 

Virtually  all  of  them  immediately  dispatched  a  joint  telegram  to  the 
secretary,  urgently    requestin;;  him  to  reconsider  his  suspension  order  and 
hold  the  Ila.y  and  June  price  at  the  April  level  of  $4.77  per  hundredweight, 

Thoy  could  make  a  good  case  for  their  request,     "Millc  production  costs 
have  increased  sharply  from  a  year  ago,  "  the  telogrejn  stated. 

Relief  from  rising  costs,   it  declared,  now  appears  more  duhious  than  it 
did  \mcn  the  original  petition,  requesting  that  the  price  he  held  for  Mr,y  and 
June,  was  filed  on  March  12,     It  also  pointed  out  that  the  reduction  in  price 
for  May  and  June  would  result  in  returns  to  prodiiccrs  substantially  lov/cr  than 
last  year,  in  spite  of 'sharp  increases  in  production  costs. 

Prom  Atlanta  Journal,  Apr,  18  - 

SiTlPIilG  AT  REA  -  Editorial  -  One  of  the  numerous  _mattcrs  in  v/hich  Congress 
cannot  afford  to  practice  false  economy  is  rural  electrification.     In  our 
opinion,   there  should  "be  appropriated  funds  for  every  soundly  drawn  RSA  loan 
applice.tion  tl-ur.t  may  he  presented,    ¥e  have  seen  how  KSA  is  revitalizing  rural 
Georgia,  a-nd  v;g  know  how  earnest  Is  the  desire  for  further  extension  of  the 
service.    There  is  nov;  pending  in  PJEA  headquarters  at  'Washington  applications 
for  $18,700,000  of  loans  for  co-opcratives  in  Georgia,    Only  Iowa  and  Missotiri 
rank  alacad  of  this  state  in  desire  for  new  construction.    Only  42  percent  of  ovir 
farms  have  electric  service,  and  we  ranlc  32nd  among  the  states, 
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Tvom  Pluefield  (W.Tr,.)  Telegraph,  Apr,  13  - 

CilUSSS- JOE  HIGi  ?QOD  PBICBS  _  Editorial  -  The- action  of  the  president  to 
create  a  sympathetic  response  on  the  part  of  producers  aha;  dealers  looking 

.  to  a  rcdiiction  in  retail  prices  is  talcen  "by  most  ohservors  to  nean  a-more 
political  gesture.    All  of  those  who  study  natters  relating  to  price  levels 
know  that  the  laws  of  supply  and  demand  usually  work  tov/ard  price  fixing  and 
this  law  can  only  he  defeated  "by  heing  tampered  v/ith  and  the  adoption- "by  pro- 
ducers, processors ■ and  monopolies  of  the  old  t rust  technique. 

It  is  no  douht  the  truth  that  the  great  increase  6f  prices  in  the  past 
two  ycGJ-s  on  articles  of  food  are  duo  to  the  fact  that  the  goveriinent  fixes 
the  prices.     The  policy  of  the  government  continues  to  "be  one  of  supporting 
the  present  fantastically  inflated  prices  of  major'farm  products.    The  effect 
?,nd  the  govcrrjnont  idea  "back  of  it,  is  to  encoura.go  large  surpluses  for  export 

,^  to  the  foreign  countries  to  meet  the  demand  for  food  there,     This  policy  conr- 
'trihutcs  Ir'Tgely  to  prices  on  food  "being  high  here  at  hone, 

From  Little  Hock  (Ark.)  Gazette,  Apr.  19  -  .•  ,  ■  * 

TAi-iP:^EIiIC-  ¥ITIi  PRICES  CAiT  BE  DAilGEROUS  -  Editorial  -  Prices  arc  tricl^« 
If  enough  people  hccome  convinced  that  prices  arc  going  lower,  nothing  can 
induce  customers  to  "bioy,     S^irc  enough,  prices  do  go  down  as  merchants  endeavor 
to  "bolster  their  falling  sales.     This  convinces  people  that  prices  are  going 
still  lower,  and  the  first  thing  evcryhody  knows  the  country  is  in  the  middle 
of  a  first— class  depression  —  or  deflation  as  it  pro"bal3ly  will  "be  called  next 
tine, 

Br,  C,  T,  Mixrchison,  president  of  the  Cotton  Textile  -Institute,  cp.llcd 
attention  to  this    danger  when  he  declared  that  "The  utter  recklessness  of 
present  assaults  on  the  price  structure  could  easily  lead  to  disastrous  cory- 
scqucnccs," 

.  Prom  Indianapolis  (Ind, )  Star,  Apr,  21  -  , 

ITO  rOPIv  CHOP  ilSLISP;  SPPJ1^&  PIC^S  KILLED  _  Pork  chops  will  continue  to  "be 
expensive  next  fall.    Agricultural  forecasters  have  looked  over  the  spring  pig 
crop  and  found  that  Ma,rch  was  too  cold.    Many  of  the  spring-"born  pigs  died. 

This  continued  high  price  of  pork  is  "based  on  the  assumption  there  will 
not  "be  a  general  decline  in  farm  prices  this-yep.r.    But  such  a  decline  would 
not  come  as  a  svirprise  to  the  farmer  organizations.    They  Icnow  the  tine  is 
here  or  near  when  the  "bottom  will  drop  out  of  the  wartime  inflation  in  farm 
prices* 

Prom  G-reens"boro  (N,C,)  Hows,  Apr,  11  ~ 

EEQUIPiES  STATESlAi\iSHIP  TOO  -  Editorial  -  To"bacco  growers  arc  follov/ing  a 
sound,  intelligent  course  in  setting  up  their  own  agency  to  v;ork  for  foreign 
markets  and  expansion  of  an  export  trade  v/hich  is  essential  for  the  ahsor'Dtion 
of  their  crop. 

They  are  fortunp.te  too  in  securing  J.  B,  Hutson  who  not  only  knows  tobacco 
and  the  pro"blcms  which  the  growers  face  "but  who  also  has  an  international  out- 
look and  acquainta.nco  as  a  consequence  of  his  service  as  United  States  secre- 
tary to  the  United  Nations. 
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From  ITew  York  Times,  April  <iy  -    •  - 

SOAP  PEICES  CUT  10^  BY  3  I^AJOH  GHAUTS*  A.  &  P. ,  GEAilD  UlTIOiT,   SAFEIfAY  ACT 
—  '^UEEiTS  EXPEEIlxEiTT  TO  'SCALE'  EEDUCTIONS  ~  Three  retail  chains  cut  prices  10 
per  cent  on  soaps  and  soap  products  yesterday  as  housewives  and  merchants 
throughout  the  nation  experimented  with  several  plans  for  checkmating  the  rising 
cost  of  living* 

The  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  Grand  Union  and  Safev;a;^  companies  marked  dov/n_ 
all  soap  stocks  an  average  of  10  per  cent  without  waiting  for  the  new  supplies 
on  which  soap  manufacturer^^  annoiinced  a  10  per  cent  price  reduction  last  week, 

■yhilo  the  "Howhuryport  Plan^  of  across-the-hoa.rd  price  cuts  of  10  per 
cent  in  retail  stores  gained  adherents  in  scattered  shopping  centers,  variations 
of  it  or  suhstitutc  plans  for  prico-catting  were  pushed  in  other  comm\;uiitics, 

Tv/o  hujidrcd  and  fifty  mcrciiants  in  the  horcugh  of  Q,uccns  wore  working 
out  details  of  the  "Jackson  Heights  P^an,  "  \\rhich  they  will  present  on  Thursday 
as  a  rival  to  the  "iTcwhuryport  Plan"  in  Massachusetts,    The  newer  plan,  v/hich 
its  sponsors  maintain  has  a.  sounder  economic  "base  than  the  "ITcwlDuryport  Plan,  " 
will  scale  price  cuts  according  to  the  nature  of  the  products  and  the  amounts 
of  the  customar:-  mark-ups.    Food  stores,  for  instance,  will  make  smaller  price 
reductions  than  specialty  shops  or  fu.rniture  houses. 


TAli:S  OPEIT  MAY  5  OlT  TRADE  CHARTER;  lATE  IS  ADYAITCSD  IIT  GSISVA  TO  IIEET 
DESIRE  FOR  COx'CURREImT  TARIFF  ITSGOTIATIOITS  _  Geneva  -  Tlic  date  for  opening  what 
is  hoped  will  he  the  final  round  of  discussion  on  the  charter  of  the  Inter- 
national Trade  Organization  has  heen  advanced  from  May  15  to  May  5, 

Tliis  action  conforms  with  the  desire  of  the  United  States  delegation  to 
-Dursuo  charter  discussions  as  far  as  possihle  simultaneously  with  the  negoti- 
ation of  the  now  trade  agreements  now  in  full  swing  at  the  Geneva  trade  con- 
ference, 

HEBBS  USED  AS  SUBSTITUTE  FOR  TOBACCO  IxT  BRITAIIT  -  London  -  Looking  for 
something  to  smoke?  You  talce  one  ounce  of  powdered  coltsfoot  root,  sprinkle 
in  some  rose  leaves,  lavender  and  clover  flowers, 

Britons  "by  the  thousands  wore  turning  to  this  outlandish  mixture  for  the 
very  good  reason  that  "herh  tohacco,  "  scorned  "by  most  smokers  until  nov/,  sells 
for  as  little  as  sixpence  (lO  cents)  an  ounce  —  ahout  one-seventh  of  the  new 
higher  price  of  pipe  tohacco  resulting  from  a  50  per  cent  increase  in  the 
tohacco  iroport  tax, 

IIILK  PRICE  CUT  OPPOSED;  JERSEY  PRODUCERS  FILE  Al^  APPEAL  AGAIITST  REDUCTION 
ORDER  i  Trenton-  Now  Jersey  milk  producers  appealed  today  from  a  proposed 
price  drop  for  milk  of  a  cent  a  quart.      Their  action  would  defer  the  effective 
date  of  the  price  change  hej'-ond  Thursday,  unless  the  State  Milk  Control  Board 
dismisses  their  action  sooner. 

Lev/is  Dolan,  counsel  for  the  United  Milk  Producers,  posed  the  question  to 
the  hoard:   "Are  farmers  to  "bo  the  only  persons  to  suffer  in  reducing  prices?  " 
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From  ilcw  York- Times,  April  29  -  ... 

Rkmi  SAYS  PSICIilS  WST  COim  LOm'-  Atlantic  City  -  ^cw  Hahn,  New  York  City, 
president,  National  Retail  Dry  Goods  Association,   said  today  American  "business 
men  are  facing  the  fact  that  prices  will  havo  to  come  down  despite  the  viev;s 
of  many  manii.facttLrers,  whose  sincerity  cannot  Tdc  douhted,   that  prices  cannot 
"be  lowered  "because  of  the  current  cost  of  production. 


Trom  Hew  York  Wall  Street  Journal,  April  29  ~ 

FOOD  PRICES  COUI,D  DIVE  IF  UlTEIvIPLOYI'dlT  MOUITTED  SHARPLY  -  A  littlo-puhli- 
cized  factor  tied  to  today's  stratospheric  food  costs  is  the  huge  amount  of 
cdi"blcs  ncv.r  "being  eaten,    ^'u.ll  emplojonent  means  maximum  food  demand,  Americans 
now  goh'ble  a  per- capita  average  of  150  pounds  of  meat  a  year.     The  1935-39 
average  was  126  pounds.    Eggs  are  eaten  at  the  rate  of  400  per  person  a  year. 
The  pre-war  average  was  298, 

And  meat  and  eggs  are  just  random  exajirples,     Compsrcd  with  the  pre-v;ar 
average,  pcr~capita  ■  consumption  of  ciiecse  is  up  25','',  fluid  milk  and  cream  25/j, 
canned  vegeta"bles  46;  ,   oreal'jfast  foods  35^-,    People  are  ca.ting  26'^j  more  chick- 
ens, nearly  70^c  more  .  turkeys.    And  giazzling  of  canned  fruit  Juices  is  271/j 
ahove  the  pre— war  rate, 

LAilB  CHOPS  GR0¥  SCARCER  AS  lABOR  COSTS  DRIVE  SHEEP  RA"£CHERS  OUT  OF 
BUSIilESS  -  Many  sheep  growers  have  given  up.     Others  ejcpect  to.  Operating 
cost<;  of  one  of  the  top  Montana  sheep  ranches  last  year  came  to  $12,52  a  head. 
Expenses  of  the  same  ranch  in  1939  were  $4,64  a  head,  Tliis  outfit  of  only 
$8,000  in  1946,    And  much- of  this  was  money  received  from  Liquidation  of  flocks. 
Excluding  roceips  from -flock  liquidation,  the  ranch's  losses  on  wool  amounted 
to  eight  cents  for  every  pound  produced. 

The  na.tipn' s  sheep  flock,  cut  almost  in  half  in  the  pa.st  five  years,  is 
headed  for  further  shrinkage,  ranchers  say.  It' s  alrea,dy  the  skimpiest  since 
Civil  War  days, 

(' 

PRICES  I'JEAICEIT  OVER  A  BROAD  FRONT  AS  SPRIiTO  COIvDS  III  -  The  Bioreau  of 
La'bor  Statistics'  "big  wholesale  Drice  index  has  slipxicd  three  consecutive 
v;eeks.     Its  farm  pro-duct  component  has  sagged  Sfj  in  that  time. 

Prices  of  "building  materials  as  a  group  still  hold- firm.     But  lum'ber, 
the  "bellwether,   is  "beginning  to  crack.    And  it  may  lead  a  long  string  of  con- 
struction materials  down  hill.    Reason:      'The  expected  spring  house- "building 
spree  isn't  "  spreeing,  "  .  ' 

"Futures"  markets  point  persistently  to  a  steep  slide  ahead,     '.'Jhca,t  and 
corn  are  now  "both  promised  for  delivery  in  Dccem"ber  at  prices  some  17^  "below 
the  may  delivery  level.    And  Decem"ber-delivery  cotton  sells  20^  "below  the  May- 
delivery  level. 
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Prom  St»  Louis  (Mo,)  Globe- Democrat,  Apr.'  22 

GitOCERS'  H3A.D  RAPS  THUliAF  S  PRICE  PLEA.  -  Price  cuts  demanded  "by  President 
Truman  were  assailed  last  night  "by  William  Ricliardson,  president  of  the  Indi~ 
vidual  Retail  Grocers  and  Meat  Dealers  Association  of  St,  Louis  at  an  associa-*. 
tion  hor^rd  nootin/ie  • 

"Hov/  can  President  Truman  explain  his  price  cut  appeal,  "  Richardson  demand'^* 
ed,   "with  9150,000,000  in  the  hudget  for  subsidies  to  farmers  to  keep  food  su'b-* 
sidies  to  farmers  to  keep  food  prices  up?" 

His  attack  was  supported  "by  J,  W,  Stevens,  association  field  secretary, 
who  declared,   "If  there  is  any  way  to  cut  prices,  we'll  do  it,  "but  v/ith  the 
highest  overhead  in  history  confronting  us,  President  Trrunan  will  have  to  show 
us  hov/«  "  , 

Prom  Ilemphis  (Tenn.)  Commercial  Appeal,  Apr.  20  -  ■ 

COTTON  LSIT  REQUEST  DSADLIITE  EZTSl^SION;   CCiTTSiTD  IT'  S  ITOT  POSSIBLE  TO  • 
CLEAR  SHIPIL^ITTS  FROM  POETS  3Y  JIME  30  -  Extension  of  the  Jujie  30  deadline  on 
cotton  e:cport  shipments  under  the  subsidy  program  was  urged  yesterday  by  the 
members  of  the  Southern  Cotton  Shippers  Association  in  annual  convention. 

Setting  oat  that  it  is  physically  inpoj^sible  to  lead  and  clear  the  ship- 
ments from  the  ports  within  the  time  required,   the  association  recommended 
to  its  parent  organization,  the  American  Cotton  Shippers  Association,  that 
immediate  action  be  sought  from  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  on  an  exten*J 
sion. 

Prom  Hartford  (Conn.)  Times,  Apr,  IS  - 

PA3i''IERS_  SEITSE  PRICE  CUT  -  Editorial  -  Since  farmers  sell  more  than  they 
buy        that^ s  how  they  make  a  profit  — .  any  general  price  lowering  is  bad 
news,  to  them. 

They  see  signs  of  a  genera.1  price  recession  definitely  approaching. 
They  are  alarmed. 

President  Truman^ s  pleading  for  it  did  not  disturb  them  particularly. 
But  the  tell—tale  signs  of  acc\miulating  supplies  of  staple  commodities  and 
significant  evidences  of  shrinking  demand  are  not  to  be  lightly  dismissed. 

That  the  grov/ers  of  cotton,   corn,  wheat,  cattle  and  hogs  expect  a  price 
recession  to  gain  momentum  is  most  clearly  evident  from  their  appeal  to  the 
farm  bloc  in  the  Senate  and  House  to  stand  guard  against  cuts  in  the  price- 
supporting  subsidies. 

Prom  Philadelphia  (Pa.)  Bulletin,  Apr,  23  - 

POOD  POR  ALL  -  Editorial  -  V/orries  over  v/hat  may  happen  to  farm. prices 
after  1948,  when  the  present  price  support  program  ends,  brought  from 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  suggestions  of  a  food-for-all  plan,  .  It  is 
the  Secretary's  idea  that  food  should' bo  assured  everyone  in  the  United  States 
by  the  Government,  even  if  the  Government  has  to  pay  for  it. 

Secretary  Anderson  takes  his  cue  from  the  existing  school  lunch  program, 
by  which  the  Pederal  Government  helps  thousands  of  children  to  get  enough  to 
eat. 
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7rom  Greenville  (S,C,)  News,  Apr',  21  - 

■  IMi  AID  AHD  PRICES  -"  Editorial  -  On  Monday  of  last  week  "Secretary  of 
Agriculture  Clinton  P,  Anderson  was  quoted  as  saying  in  a  speech  at  Sichnond 
that  rising  prices  were  increasing  the  goverrjncnt' s  financial  ■birrdcn- under 
the  price— support  program,  . 

The  next  day  he  said  in  Washington  that  current  price-support  activities 
are  minor  and  are  exerting  almost  no  effect  on  food  prices. 

These  statements  are  not  coiitradictocy,  as  they  may  seem,  to  he  at  first 
glance,  hccause  the  Secretary  v;as  referring  to  tv:o  separate  phases  of  the  food 
pi*:icc  situ.ation. 

The  government's  price-support  program  is  "based  on  "parity"  farm  prices 
v/hich  in  turn  arc  "based  on  the  cost  of  living  on  the  farm  in  relation  to  the 
cost  of  consumer  _  goods  generally,    li/hcn  parity  prices  go  up,   the  government's 
financial  "burden  increases  "bScause  it  is  o"bli3ated  to  support  farm  prices 
at  higher  levels, 

Tlae  .govcrnjiiont'  s  financial  "burden  v/ill  "become  heavier  if  and  v/hen  the 
prices  of  farm  products  in  the  program  hreak  and  go  lower  than  parity  prices. 
It  is  the  expectation  that  this  will  happen  which  apparently  is  worrying 
Sc-cretary  Anderson  and  should  he  causing  the  farmers  some  concern  as  well.  In 
^11  prohahility  Congress  v/ill  "be  unwilling  to  appropriate  huge  sums  of  money 
to  support  prices  excessively  ahove  true  economic  values, 

From  Atlanta  (C-a.)  Journal,  Apr,  21  - 

3AIR  PLAY  VQ-R  1-lAEGAIlIlTE  _  Editorial  -  The  fight  is  on  again  in  Congress 
to  repeal  the  discrininatory  taxes  on  margarine.     Sen,  Olin  D,  Johnston  and 
Rep,  Ilcndol  Rivers,  hoth  of  South  Carolina,  have  introduced  companion  "bills 
for  this  purpose,  and  committee  hearings  soon  will  "begin.    Year  after  year 
puolic  interest  in  the  issue  has  widened  until  it  is  nov;  a  mat,tcr  of  keen 
concern  to  farmers,  processors  and  consumers  throughout  the  United  States, 

Margarine    is  made  principally  from  the  oil  of  cottonseed,  soybeans  and 
peanuts  and  is  enriehed  with  vitamins.     It  is  produced  under  the  most  sanitary 
conditions  and  conforms  to  all  requirements  of  the  purefoed  laws.     Its  color- 
ing suhstance  is  no  different  from  that  added  to  "butter  in  seasons  when  cliary 
herds  lack  green  pasturage.     It  is  as  natural  a  food  proihct  as  "butter  and 
altogether  as  wholesome,   according  to  the  testimony  of  scientists  and 
dietar  •  authorities, 

5'rom  Indianapolis  (ind,)  Star,  Apr,  23- 

S^RTILIZEE  SHORTAGE  MAY  CURTAIL  ^CROPS  -  The  Indiana  farms  and.  truck 
marketers  need  15  to  25  per  cent  more  fertilizer  tha,n  they  will  get  this  year. 
Some  places  the  supply  v/ill  he  40  per  cent  short  of  meeting  demand, 

Wliilc  it's  ver:*  likely  that  this  will  he  a  record  production  year  for 
fertilizer,  it  still  won' t  come  up  to  needs,     Por  one  thing,   the  fcirmers  want 
to  pu"t  more  soil-"building  reinforcements  into'  play  after  the  drain  of  v/ar. 
jz-cars.    Also  the  East  and  South  are  using  more"  and  more.     They  h?-ve  oecr. 
greater  users  in  the  past  than  many  parts  of  the  Midwest,  anyway. 

Actually,  fertilizers  —  with  more  strength  taken  into  consideration  —  - 
are  ahout  one-third  as  costly  as  they  were  in  the  lS20s, 
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From  New  York  Times,  April  2^ 

BASIC    IIDER  CUTS  IN  PRI.CES  SOUGHT  TO  PIGHT  INFLATION:  NF/.?BURYPORT 
PliiN  HELD  GOOD  SO  Fi^-R  AS  IT  GOES  BUT  MORE  ARE  URGED  TO  ADOPT  IT-A  more  basic 
and  permanent  reduction  in  prices  than  the  "l^ewbur^^ort  Plan"  v^as  demanded 
yesterday  by  consumers  and  some  business  leaders  here  and  in  Ifeshington. 

Leon  H,  Keyserling,  vice  chairman  of  the  Council  of  Economic 
Advisers,  said  price  cuts  already  made  on  some  items  rrere  "encouraging"  but 
did"not  m.easure  up  to  v;hat  needs  to  be  done." 

He  called  for    "systematic  and  orderly  price  reductions  on  a  large 
enough  scale  to  be  significant"  in  those  industries  where  prices  -v.^re  still 
too  high.    He  spoke  over  the  Columbia  jiroadcasting  System, 


GROCERS'  GROUP  HEAD  TiRGES  LOrER  PRICES-The  food  industry  must  deliver 
the  prices  it'  promised  the  conSLuner  when  it  sous?ht  removal  of  controls.  Patsy 
D'Agostino,  president  of  the  ^^atiorial  Association  of  Retail  Grocers  yarned 
over  the  vreekend.    In  a  letter  urging  cooperation  of  food  suppliers  in  the 
nationwide  cam.paign  of  independent  retailers  to  obtain  lower  food  prices. 


HIGH  PRICES  UaD  TO  'BIG  BUSINESS'-;-  TRUIvuiN  URGED  TO  ACT-Washington- 
The  National  Federation  of  Small  Business  charged  today  that  big  business  is 
responsible  for  "artificially  high"  price  levels,  and  called  upon  President 
Trumaji  and  Congress  for  m.ore  effective  antitrust  lavjs  and  enforcement . 


Bi\N  ON  IMPORT  OF  JAPAN  COTTON'~BY  PRIVATE  BuTERS  SET  ASIDE-^;ash-ington- 
The  United  States  Commercial  Com.panjr  announced  today  that  henceforth  private 
buyers  would  be  allowed  to  bring  Japanese  cotton  piece  goods  to  this  country 
for  finishing  and  re-export  -to  other  coimtries,  '  ■ 


FOOD  PRICSS-Editorial-The  Senate-House  Comr.iittee.  on  the  Economic  Report, 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Senator  Taft,  has  aniiu-unced  plans  to  make  its  own 
study  of  the  question  of  high  prices  ana  rising  cost  of  living.    One  encouraging 
feature  of  the  propos.^d  inquiry  is  that  it  places  the  chief  emphasis  where  it 
properly  belongs,  namely,  on  farm  and  food  prices.    Since  1939  farm  prices  have 
risen  140  percent,  whereas  prices  other  than  farm  and  food  have  risen  only 
60  percent  and  iron  and  steel  prices  have  risen  about  30  percent.    The  im- 
balance which  prevails  in  the  price ■ structure  todav  is  due  primarily  to  this 
very  sharp  rise  in  food  prices  and  farm  prices. 
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From  N,  I.  Journal  of  Conmerce,  April  28  - 

HIGHER  GR/ilN  WiRGINS  PRO\^  EFFECTIVE  CURB-Y'ashington-J.  M.  Mehl, 
Administrator  of  the  Commodity  Exchange  Authority,  said  today  that  increased 
margin  requirements  adopted  by  grain  exchejnges  in  March  materially  lessened 
the  danger  of  "a  boom  and  bust  market," 


GRMGE  SUBIvffTS  BROAD  FARM  PLAN-¥ashington-The  ^^ational  Grange  handed 
Congress  at  the  vreek-end  a  siveeping  fam  program  calling  for  a  national 
"economy  of  abundance o" 

Albert  o.  Goss,  grange  master  who  presented  the  plan  to  the  House 
Agriculture  Committee,  said  potential  surpluses  from  a  3$  percent  increase  in 
farm  production  "when  and  if  war  caused  demands  cease"  constitute  "the  heart 
of  the  farm  program," 


I'IDE  lEVELING  OFF  IK  LUIfBER  PRICES  BEIIIGS:  BIG  DIP  SEETI  BY  YK^RllB-- 
Lumber  prices  have  begun  to  level  off  throughout  the  country,  laying  the  basis 
for  a  substantially  loTrer  price  level  before  the  end  of  the  year,  both  manufacturers 
and  distributors  reported  over  the  "(Teekend, 


GE  RAISES  PRICES,  RETML  CUTS  SPREAD-President  Truman's  price  reduction 
drive  received  a  sharp  setback  yesterday  from  industrial  quarters.    In  the  face 
of  both  I'Jasliington  pressure  and  scattered  price  cuts  of  last  vreek,  the  General 
Electric  Co,  announced  that  it  mil  increase  prices  an  average  of  7  p^^rcent, 
folloiTing  conclusion  of  a  wage  agreement  for  15c  an  hour  raises. 

At  the  same  tim.e,  the  Ifetional  .'ssociation  of  Manufacturers  disclosed 
that  only  one  of  every  five  m.emibers  replying  to  a  questionnaire  reported  price 
cuts  on  at  least  one  product  since  the  beginning  of  the  year. 


From  Balitmore  Sun,  April  28  - 

NEl^EURYPORT  PRICE  CUTTING  V.IKS  SUPPORT-New  York-The  Newburyport  Plan 
of  ten  percent  across  the  board  retail  price  cuts  is  receiving  widely  scattered 
support  an  i^ssociated  Press  survey  showed  today. 

Meanwhile,  President  Truman's  pleas    for  price  cutting  received  some 

industrial  support. 

In  Kev/burj/port,  Liass,  wheru  tne  antiinf xation  exp^ii'iment  originated, 
retail  merchants  reported  yesterday' s  salt-'S  -wuru  40  percent  above  a  nomal 

Saturday,  and  attributed  it  to  shoppers  flocking  in  from  surrounding  comjiiunities , 

The  ten  percent  cuts  originally  v/ere  scheduled  to  run  for  ten  days 

in  that  city,  but  sponsors  of  the  diea  are  considerincr  indefinite  continuance. 
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From  ITasiiville  Tennessean,  Apr,  18  -r 

AI-EiO  lifLIR  A  SACICJIRS  ~  Editorial  -  Parity  price  support  on.  hogs  was  .hiked 
$1,35  this  v;eek  "by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,     That  announcement  looks  like 
ready  ammunition  for  the  anti-OPA,  anti-llew  Deal,  anti-administration  guns,  The 
only  trouhle  is  that  the  ammunition  has  a  tremendous  hack— kick* 

.  Of  late  the  "bi^  time' profiteers  who  killed  OPA  for  the  purpose,  as  Mr, 
Truman  suggested  recently,  of  going  "whole  hog  for  profits"  have  "been  explainr- 
ing  that  most  of  the  lifting  power  in  the  price  "balloon  has  come  from  zooming 
farm  prices^    And- of  course  the  administration  and  its  agricultural  "bureau— 
cracy  are  responsihle  for  that, 

Tlie  falsity  of  the  explanation  is  ahvious    when    it  is  realized  that  mar- 
ket prices  for  farm  goods  are  far  ahove  parity,  '  ThQ' government  .hiked  the 
parity  price  on  hogs  h^  $1»35«    But  parity  is  still  $10  per  hundred  less  than 
market  price,  ■■  ^ 

The  administration's  support  policy  has  made  agricultural. prices  as  cheap 
as  they  are.  Without  the  encouragement  given  to  farmers  to  expand  production, 
nohody  helov/  the  #10,000  class  vrauld  or  could  "be  eating  ha  con  today.  And  hams 
v;ould  he  as  rare  as  canvashack  duck. 


From  Heno  (I'ev,)  Gazette,  Apr,  16  - 

PRICES  APTEB  TWO  YEAES      Editorial  -  If  prise  trends  after  V-J  day  had 
followed  the  pattern  of  the  period  after  the  first  world  v;ar,   the  declines 
which  economists  are  finally  predicting  \TOuld  have  heen  noticeahle  months  ago, 

'It  is  now  some  twenty  months  after  the  end  of  hostilities  in  the  second 
world  v;a:.-,  "but  the  real  drop  in  prices  after  world  v/ax  I  hegan  just  eighteen 
months  after  the  armistice, 

Dnring  the  eighteen  months  hetween  ITovemher,  19l8,  and  Hay,  1920,  the 
general  v/holo sale,  price  level  had,,  risen '  23  per  cent.    In  the  twenty  months  he- 
tween August,  1945,  and  April,  1947,  it  has  risen  41  per  cent, 

Hov/ever,  it  has  risen  in  1947  from  a  lov;er  hase.    The  wholesale  price 
index  of  the.  United  .States  hureau  of  lahor  statistics  at  the  end  of  liarch, 
1947,  was  still  eighteen  points  lower  than  at  the  r>eak  of  v/orld  war  I  prices 
in  May,  1920, 

Tlie  most  important  question  "being  discussed  hy  economists  and  laymen  today 
is  v/hethor  any  general  price  decline  now  will  last  as  long  ans  he  as- precipi- 
tous as  the  pi-ice  decline  of  1920,    There  are  a  numher  of  reasons  for  dou.hting 
that  post-war  economic  history  of  more  than  a  quarter- century  ago  v/ill  he  re- 
peated,   ■  .  '    ,  '  - 

From  Green  Bay  (Wis.)  Press-Gazetter,  Apr.  17  - 

HEEDS  GIT  'THE-  MIRY  IffiUSTRY  -  Editorial. A  grade  of  evaporated  milk  that 
a  working  man  can  carry  in  his  lunch  hox,  open,  mix  with  water  and  use  as  a 
meal- time-  heverage  is  certainly  one  of  the  great  needs  of  the  dairy  industry 
as  George  E,  Holm,   chief  of  the  research' division  of  the  federal  hurcau-  of 
dairy  industry,  recently  told  Wisconsin  dair3mcn,'  '  . 

Such  a  discovery  would  certainly  oring  a  tremendous  hoom  to  the  evaporated 
milk  industry  and  --/ould  go,  far  toward  eliminating  the  great  waste  of  milk  pro- 
tein, of  which  Mr,  Hold  complains.    It  is  his  opinion  that  only  50,8  per  cent 
of  milk  protein  is  now  used  for  human  food.    Another  'great  need  which  Mr,  Holm 
mentions  is  for  a  consumer  sixe  package  of  natural  cheese  of  one  or  two  povmds. 
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From  Jackson  (liiss,)  Clarion-Ledger,  Apr*  14  - 

SPPJKG-  OIT  TH3  JAEi:  AITO  ETOaTHIilC-  LOOKS  GOOD  -  Editorial  -  It's  the  time 
of  year  when  a  farm  looks  good*    Even  this  yca,r,  when' winter  hun'g  on  so  stub- 
"bornly,  the  lure  of  the  country  is  making  itself  felt,  and  in  earnest,  too* 
The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  reports  that  a  million  veterans 
are  coming  liack  to  the  farms,    Ealf  of  them  are  starting  out  on  a  new  career 
"of  farming,     T'he  rest  are  memoers  of  farm  families,  many  taking  over  home  fr^rms 
from  their  fathers  who  have  "been  holding  on  tlirough  the  war,  and  are  pretty 
tired, 

I-Iost  of  the  new  farmers  are  going  at  the  "business  in  a  scientific  manner. 
County  agents  round  them  up  end  hold  evening  meetings.     They  attend  dairy  im- 
provement exiiioits,  stock  shows,  read  technical  farm  Joiirnals,  listen  to  state 
agricultural  lecturers,    IVlicn  the  farncr  ouys  a  tractor,  his  v/ife  is  apt  to 
"buy  a  dishwashing  machine,    IJhen  he  contracts  for  5,000  feet  of  electric  fence 
for  the  pa.sture,   she  gets  an  electric  refrigerator  for  the  house.  Bills? 
Detts?  Rent?  Mortgage  money?     They  expect  to  meet  it  all.     They  are  young. 
Farm  prices  have  been  good©    Even  if  prices  drop,  as  many  thirik  they  v/ill,  they 
do  not  'only  expect  to  get  by  but  arc  determined  to  do  so, 

If  s  a  heartening  story  of  young  America  going  at  an  old  vital  business 
in  a  nev/  way, 

From  Richmond  (Ya»)  Times-Dispatch,  Apr,  22  - 

ALTGTHER  APPEAL  TO  EEASOxT  -  Editorial  -  Because  a  severe  business  slump 
in  the  United  States  must  inevitably  be  followed  by  a  v;orld  slump,  President 
Tr-ama.n  yesterday  again  called  for  "modero-tion  by  business,  forbearance  by 
labor,  all-out  effort  by  farmers,  and  a  solid  front  against  tax  cuts*" 

If  the  va.rious  elements  in  the  na,tional  economy  comply  v;ith  the  President's 
request,  a,nother  spiral  of  inflation  co.n  be  nipped  in  the  bud,  and  the  threat 
of  a  severe  depression  will  vanish. 

In  repeating  his  appeal  to  common  sense, ■ the  President  this  time  made 
no  threats  and  no  promises.    He  did  not  seek  to  intimidate  business  by  pledg- 
ing labor  his  support  of  demands  for  still  higher  v/agcs  in  the  event  that  the 
cost  of  living  continues  to  rise,     ilor  did  he  promise  business  immunity  from 
antitrust  laws  as  an  inducement  to  a  concerted  price— control  by  business.  He:-; 
merely  stated  the  case  as  it  stands,   outlined  the  alternative,  and  let  it  go  at 
that. 

This  is  a  chance  for  business,   industry,  and  labor  to  prove  to  totalitD,rian 
prophets  of  doom  tha,t  the  capitalist  economy  can  avert  a  crisis  withput  govern- 
mental coercion.     Should  it  fp.il  to  do  so,   the  advocates  of  bureaucratic  con- 
trol and  straitjacket  security  \vill  be  able  to  gloat,   "I  told  you  so," 

From  St,  Louis  (Mo,)  Post-Dispatch,  Apr,  21  - 

TOLATOES  HIGHEST  IH  PIPTY  YEARS  OP  DEALER'  S  k*EIiORY  -  Tomatoes  \^otc  selling 
on  Produce  Rov/  here  this  morning  at  the  highest  price  in  the  50  years'  mar- 
keting exi^erience  of  one  dealer,  and  will  go  still  higher  tov/ard  the  end  of 
the  week,  it' v;as  reported.     Dealers  are  charging  about  $9^50  for  a  lug  of  25 
to  30  pounds,  as  compared  \-/ith  o-  normal  price  of  $4  or  $5,  a,nd  last  vreek' s 
figures  of  $6 

Rains  and  frost  in  Florida  have  v/ashcd  out  that  usual- source  of  supply 
for  tomatoes  and  green  peppers,  dealers  explained. 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICUI..TURE 
Office  of  Info  mat  ion 
?;ashington  25,  D.C. 

■  (The  nevvspapers  and  magazines  from  i;hich  these  agricultural  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Room  ^1/jA.    phone  Gene  i^iarrison  at  603I) 

flrom  New  York  Times,  April  30  - 

PPJCE  tmKDOWS  SPREAD  IN  NATION;  BUT  PRESK  VEGETABLES,  FRUITS  MiD  MEi'.TS 
-  FAIL  TO  FOLLOW  TREND  DESPITE  PRO TEST S-Pr ice  mark-downs  on  radio  sets,  canned 
food,  furniture  and  many  other  goods  continued  to  spread  through  the  nation 
yesterday,  but  New  York  hous  ewives  found  their  dollars  didn*  t  buy  any  more  of 
such  necessities  as  fresh  vegetables,  fruits  and  meats » 

The  price  of  tomatoes  went  to  63  and  65  cents  a  pound.    At  this  season 
last  year  they  retailed  at  35  cents  a  pound.    Carrots  have  gone  up  two  and  three 
cents  a  bunch  in  the  last  few  days,  and  other  vegetables  and  fruits  are  un- 
seasonably high.    Good  cuts  of  meat  cost  the  same  as  last  week, 

li^ile  wholesalers  sought  to  put  some  of  the  responsibility  for  high 
prices  of  produce  upon  frosts  in  some  gromng  areas,  the  retail  trade  insisted 
that  wholesale  prices  were  far  higher  than  they  should  be.    Ed¥;ard  A,  Kausman, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Allboro  Retail  Fruit  i^erchants,  said  prices  to  consumers 
could  be  reduced  25  percent  if  grovrers,  shippers,  receivers,  wholesdlers  and 
retailers  would  cut  their  prices  5  percent  at  each  trade  level. 


HITS  LDl'Y  PRICE  Ti'lLK:  ABELSON  SEES  PUBLIC  i'lISLED  AI^^D  LOT.ERTJ^JG  OF  QUALITY^ 
The  public  is  being  misled  on  the  extent  of  price  adjustments  tha.t  can  be  made 
in  dress  industry,  it  was  charged  yesterday  b-"-  Nat  Vbelson,  of  Ginsbury 
Abelson,  Inc.    Overemphasis  of  the  price  question,  he  said,  has  stampeded 
top  merchandise  executives  into  forcing  their  buyers  to  seek  cheaper  merchandise 
with  a  consequent  lowering  of  quality. 


F/vRM  GOODS  PRICES  REPORTED  IN  DECLINE-Washington-i^rra  product  prices 
declined  about  1  percent  during  the  month  ended  April  15  from  the  record  levels 
of  raid-March,  the  Agriculture  Department  reported  today. 

Leading  in  the  dovmturn  vrere  meat  animals,  dairy  products  and  food  grains. 


DAILj'  Fim  NEli^  DIGE^ 
(For  April  30,  19/^7) 


JAPANESE  COTTONS  SEEN  NOT  WANTED:  PRICES,  CONDITIONS  OF  S..LE  HELD 
Ul^ATTR/iCTIVE-Japanese  cottons  offered  ty  the  United  States  Commercial  Company 
to  private  traders  here  for  re-export  vd.ll  be  disregarded,  downtovm  exporters 
asserted  yesterday.    Price  and  conditions  of  sale,  they  said,  make  the  goods 
unattractive  in  the  face  of  continuing  opposition  to  products  from  Japan, 
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Erom  N.Y,  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  30  - 

TTIIj¥l'.N  C/iLLS  FOR  PRICE  CUTS  ..T  ALL  LEVELS:  US  CFjJTBER  GETS  PLFA:  FDRD 
ASKS  BUSINESS  TO  L^AD  INFT^ATIOx^  EE GHT-Vfeshing ton-President  Triman  today  renev-ed 
his  plea  to  business  for  lov/er  prices  and  his  appeal  v.as  indirectly  echoed  by 
^enry  Food  II  who  called  upon  the  nation' s  management  to  "show  leadership  in 
tackling  the  economic  problems  of  our  day," 

Although  Mr.  Ford,  president  of  the  Food  Motor  Co.,  did  not  refer  to 
specifically  the  price  issue,  his  speech  was  couched  in  the  same  type  of  summons 
to  business  leadership  which  marked  the  recent  announcement  of  the  company's 
decision  to  lower  prices, 

lil/hile  stressing  the  need  of  business  management  to  point  to  the  way 
toward  economic  adjustments,  Mr,  Ford  equally  called  upon  labor  to  assume 
responsibilities  commenurate  with  its  "rights," 


UK  COTTON  BUYING  TURNING  EROM  US:  BIRITISH-RUSSTAN  TALKS  BEGEN— E^VST 
INDI/J^I  COTTON  PUHOH/'^SEDj  Liverpool-Biminishi.ng  purchases  of  /imerican  cotton  by 
the  British  vrere  foreseen  for  the  next  season  as  a  result  of  the  restricted 
fiscal  policy  becoming  more  necessary'-  as  the  supply  of  the  United  States  dollars 
dwindles  , 

Dr,  Dalton,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  sug>-bsted  in  the  House  of 
Commons  last  v;eek  tb^t  the  British  Goverriment  reduce  iraports  generally  v/here 
Payment  is  required  in  United  States  dollars,  just  as  imports  of  tobacco  v.-ere' 
cut  recently.    The  remainder  of  the  dollar  loan  y/ill  probably  be  exhausted 
before  long,  it  v>ras  pointed  out.    After  that,  'Britain  T.d.11  have  to  restrict 
purchases  of  foodstuffs  and  raw  materials,  buying  only  from  those  countries 
willing  and  able  to  accept ■  payment  in  goods  and  services  in  retaim. 

The  cotton  control  maintained  interest  in  East  Indian  cottor  and  bought 
a  few  further  lots,  mainly  Bengals  and  Surti  styles. 


From  Wall  Street  Journal,  April  30  - 

PROSPEROUS  FmiERS:  THEIR  BUYING  BINGE  GOES  ON  AS  CITY  K)LK  RESIST 
INCREASED  PRICES-The  farmer  remains  an  eager  buj^er  while  other  bi^:  portions 
of  the  /imerican  market  are  turning  reluctant. 

Soaring  living  costs,  particularly  for  food,  mangle  the  income  of  the 
city  office  worker,  the  factor  hand,  and  their  bosses.    But  the  famer,  who 
supplies  the  table  largely  from  his  land,  is  as  yet  much  bettor  off.  His 
savings  are  stockpiled  in  rural  banks  from  coast  to  coast. 

Evidence  that  the  farmer  is  continuing  to  spend  Tdth  the  trottle  vride 
open  is  found  in  every  one  of  nine  major  agriculture  ar^as  covered  in  The  t.all 
Street  Journal  survey. 
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From  Madison  Ifisconsin  State  Journal,  Apr*  24  ~         '  '  ' 

UOl- DDT.  LUSTER  FOB  CROPS  URGED  ^  Recommendations  from  agricultural  re- 
search workers  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  caution ' farmers  to  use  some  other 
insecticide  than  DDT  on  crops  intended  for  live  stock  feed,  until  federal 
regularatory  agencies  bay  how  much  of  the  material  can  safely  "be  allowed  in 
meat  and  dairy  product s» 

■  Experiments  on  feeding  crops  treated  for  insects  with  DDT  were  me^de  on 
sheep  and  dairy  cattle.    The  experimental  ration  contained  somewhat  more  DDT 
than  would  usually  he  present  in  silage  made  from  properly  treated  crops,  a.nd 
the  animals  sho\\red'  no  ill  effects.    However,  traces  of  DDT  appeared  in  the  meat, 
particularly  in  the  fatty  tissue,  and  in  the  milk. 

Actually  the  amount  of  DDT  in  the  meat  and  milk  was  small,  hut  facts  are 
incomplete  on  hov/  it  might  affect  human  health* 

Tlie  federal  food  and  drug  administration,  which  sets  standards  of  food 
quality,  has  limited  the  amount  of  DDT  permitted'  on  two  other  foods,  apples 
and  pears,  to  seven  parts  per  million.    It  has  not  made  loiown  its  stand  on 
DDT  in  livestock  products  marketed  for  human  food. 

From  Worcester  (l^lass,)  Telegram,  Apr,  24  t 

D0CTRIii3  OF  AEmTDAlICl  -  Editorial  -  The  extent  which  the  Truman  adminis- 
tration has  forsaken,  under  the  pressure  of  ptihlic  opinion,  many  of  the  p®t 
theories  of  the  Hew  Deal  Roosevelt  administration  may  ;iow  he  measured  "by  the 
announcement  of  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  that  hereafter  his  department 
will  encourage  ahundance,  and  not  scarcity, 

Mr,  Anderson,  in  drafting  a  long-range  farm  program,  has  urged  tha.t  in  had 
times  the  G-overnment  hoost  the  purchasing  power  of  poor  consumers  rather  than 
pay  farmers  to  produce  less.    He  called  for  a  program  of  ^organized,  sustained 
and  lealistic  ahundance,"    He  urged  the  adoption  of  a  national  distrihution 
program  t.o  see  that  surplus  foods  reach  the  mouths  of  the  hungry,  and  are  not 
dumped  at  Government  expense. 

Thus  one  of  the  craziest  experiments  ever  conducted  hy  the  G-overnment  - — 
the  doctrine  of  scarcity  as  practiced  hy  former- Secretary  of  Agriculture  Plenry 
Wallace  —  is  apparently  heing  kicked  out  the.  Washington  v/indow.    The  kicking 
is  heing  done  hy  Mr.  Anderson  v/ho,  it  has  heen  n-o  secret,  disapproved  of  many 
of  .the  Wallace  theories,  ■  ; 

Mr,  Anderson,  however,  v/as  not  clearly  specific  as  to  how  such  a  program 
could  actua,lly  he  worked  out.    He  suggested  the  school  lunch  program  as  one 
stahilizing  force,  and  advocated  the  possihlo  use  of  food  stamps,  to  he  given 
lov-i^income  families,  for  exchange  at  stores  for  food.     These  stamps  v/ould  then 
he  redeemed  hy  the  Government, 

Fr  om  Hashvillc    Tonnes  scan,  Apr,  23  — 

GOVEELTORS  OlT  THE  iiACHIiE  -  Secretary  Anderson^ s  proposal  of  a  long-range 
program  of  food  ahundance  —  in  good  times  and  had  —  is  likely  to  receive  v/ide 
indorsement  not  only  domestically  hut  ahroad  in  a  v^orld  that  is  near  starvation. 

Hi -3  praise  of  the  ^school  lunch  program  as  a  start  in  the  right  direction 
offers  a  good  g'aaranged  of  the  maans  hy  v;hich  he  hopes  to  attack  the  prohlem. 
The  Repuhlicanr- dominated  Con^gress,  _  which  has  slashed  the  school  lunch  prograjn 
out  of  next  year's  hudget,  might  give  it  further  'consideration  in  the  impli- 
cations of  the  secretary's  program. 
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Iron  Billings  (Mont,)  Gazette,  Apr,  22  - 

?AM  ,  SUEPLUSES  -  Editorial  -  Remember  the  prewar  days' of  farm  "surpluses?" 
A  good  me.ny  of  the  edonomists  of -thg  time  claimed  they  weren't  surpluses  at  all 
and  that  if  consumers  w6re  atle  to. purchase  all  the  foods  they  desired  farm 
production  v;ould  have  to  "be  increased,  not  reduced. 

This  viev/  of  the  "surplus"  situation  seems  to  he  proven  correct  by 
presejijt^  pircumstances  for  now  Americans  are  eating  meat  at  the  rate  of  ahou^- 
150  pounds  a  person  a  year,  compared  to  126  pourtds  in  the  prewar  period  of 
1955-39*     If  consumption  were  at  the  prewar  rate,   there  would  he  e.  "surplus" 
of  mere  tha,n  three  and  a  half  billion  pounds  this  year. 

Increased  consunrptlon  also  has  been  noted  in  a  large  number  of  other 
ba-sic  .foods,  including  eggs,  choose,  evaporated  and  condensed  milk,  fluid  milk 
and  cream,  lard,  citrus  fruits,   canned' fruit,  fresh  vegetables,  and  almost 
all  other  foods  produced  in  the  United  States,     The  few  exceptions  —  sugar, 
butter,   sa2ad  oils,  rice,,  cocoa,  and  tea  —  are  items  still  in  short  supply 
or  'v/hich  are  obtained  largely  from  imports. 

Thus  a  goodly  part  of  the  "farm  .problem"  does  not  deal  with  farmers 
directly.     It  conceras  the  continued  ability  of  consumers  throughotit  the  nation 
to  buy  a-s  much  food  as  they  desire,     Ho  true  surplus  can  exist  unless  this 
desire  first  is  being  satisfied  fully.     The  present  rate  of  "good  eating" 
probably  v/ould  have  wiped  ouJ;  the  surpluses  of  the  1935-39  era  in  short  order. 


From  Greenville  (-S^C,')  Hews,  Apr,  24  ~  . 

WHEAT  PRICE  BREA.KT    _  Editorial  -  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  P. 
Anderson' s  statement  that  wheat  may  drop  to  tv/o  dollars  a  bushel  when  the  nev/ 
crop  starts  moving  to  market  this  summer  undoubtedly  reflects  an  Improved 
world  food  'situation  during  the  coming,  crop  sca.sor^  . 

WkDa,t  in  sight,  here  is  estimated  at  about  400  million  bushels  more  than 
the  ciDnsumers  of  the  United  States  will  need  for  their  ov/n  uses. 

In  the  event  of  needs  such  as  those  which  have  existed  'for  the  past  two 
crop  years,  this  iiAOuld.not  bo  enough  v;heat  to  depress  the  market  greatly. 

It-  is  recalled  that  after  tlie  first  World  War  v/he.'-t  went  all  the  way  from 
a  33y50  a  btishel  high  to  a  46  cents  a  bushel  lov/  over  a  period  of  years* 

Hdbody  v/ants  46  cents  wheat  again  and  if  price  support  programs  are  hot 
abandoned  entirely,  the  drop  will  hot  bo  as  precipitate  as  thc^y  were  frora  the 
firs't  World  War  period  to.  the  lov/  point  of  the  late  depression, 

'But  in  all  proba.bility"  wheat  has  seen- its  best  days  for  some  time.  At 
loprst  thp.t  is  one  interpreta,tion  that  can  be  placed  on  Secretary  Anderson' s 
prediction, 

From  Minneapolis  (i-iinn,)  Tribimc,  Apr,  23  - 

■'•■•MORE,  BETTER  EOOD  FOR  ALL  -  The  better  the  diet,   the  more  efficient  the 

workelr^  and  the  larger  his  Income;  and  the  more  his  income,  the  better  his 

nutrition  tends  to  be. 

This  is  an  a,xiom  of  nutritionists,    .The  truth  of  it  is  beginning  to  be 

realized  by  'economists  a.nd  politicians,  A  national  nutrition  program  of  this 

sort  would  be  a  realistic  approach  to  many  of  our  problems.    As  a  farm  program, 

which  it  \TOuld  be  only  in  part,  it  would  be  much  more  desirable  than  the  cash 

payments  and  subsidies  which  the  gorvenmcnt  has  tried  in  the  past,  because  it 

would  eliminate  the  paradox  of  restricting  farm  production  while  a  lor  go  part 

of  the  population  goes  witho\.\t  adequate  food, 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICUL.TURE  - 
Office  of  Inio'mation 
Washington  25,  D.C. 

(The  newspapers  and  magazines  frora  v/hich  these  agricul-oural  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Press  Service,  Rooin  4l/»A,    phone  Gene  i^iarrison  at  603I) 

Prom  New  York  Times,  April  30  - 

PRICE  li\RKDOMS- SPREAD  IN  NATION:  BUT  PRESK  VEGETABLES,  FRUITS  jWD  MEATS 
FAIL  TO  FOLLOV/  TREND  DESPITE  PRO  TEST  S-Pr  ice  mark-downs  on  radio  sets,  carjied 
food,  furniture  and  many  other  goods  continued  to  spread  through  the  nation 
yesterday,  but  New  York  housewives  found  their  dollars  didn't  buy  any  more  of 
such  necessities  as  fresh  vegetables,  fruits  and  meats. 

The  price  of  tomatoes  went  to  63  and  65  cents  a  pound.    At  this  season 
last  year  they  retailed  at  35  cents  a  pound.    Carrots  have  gone  up  two  and  three 
cents  a  bunch  in  the  last  few  days,  and  other  vegetables  and  fruits  are  un- 
seasonably high.    Good  cuts  of  m-eat  cost  the  same  as  last  vreek, 

Tilhile  wholesalers  sought  to  put  some  of  the  responsibility  for  high 
prices  of  produce  upon  frosts  in  some  groTidng  areas,  the  retail  trade  insisted 
that  T/holesale  prices  were  far  higher  than  they  should  be.    Edv/ard  A,  Kausman, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Allboro  Retail  Fruit  i^f^erchants,  said  prices  to  Consimers 
could  be  reduced  25  percent  if  growers,  shippers,  receivers,  wholesalers 'and 
retailers  would  cut  their  prices  5  percent  at  each  trade  level. 


HITS  LOW  PRICE  T/iLK:  ABELSON  SEES  PUBUC  MSLED  AI-JD  LOl-ERTNG  OF  QUALITY- 
The  public  is  being  misled  on  the  extent  of  price  adjustments  that  can  be  made 
in  dress  industry,  it  was  charged  yesterday  b^^  Nat  Vbelson,  of  Ginsbury  8r. 
Abelson,  Inc.    Overemphasis  of  the  price  question,  he  said,  has  stampeded 
top  merchandise  executives  into  forcing  their  buyers  to  seek  cheaper  merchandise 
with  a  consequent  lowering  of  quality. 


J^^'^/lDAlLY  EARIii  NE^/S  DIGEST 
(For  April  30,  1947) 


F/iRM  GOODS  PRICES  REPORTED  IN  DECLINE-Washingbon-Pkrm  product  prices 
declined  about  1  percent  during  the  month  ended  April  15  from  the  record  levels 
of  mid-March,  the  Agriculture  Department  reported  today. 

Leading  in  the  dovjnturn  vrere  meat  animals,  dairy  products  and  food  grains. 


JAPANESE  COTTONS  SEEN  NOT  WANTED:  PRICES,  CONDITIONS  OF  S.XE  HELD  ' 
UNATTRi'iCTIVE-Japanese  cottons  .of fered  by  the  United  States  Commercial  Company 
to  private  traders  here  for  re-export  vd.ll  be  disregarded,  do^mtovm  exporters 
asserted  yesterday.    Price  and  conditions  of  sale,  they  said,  make  the  goods 
unattractive  in  the  face  of  continuing  opposition  to  products  from  Japan. 
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Erom  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  30  - 

TRU¥ii\N  C/iLLS  FOR  PRICE  CUTS  ..T  ALL  LEVELS:  US  CFJJTBER  PxETS  PIFA:  FDRD 
ASKS  BUSINESS  TO  WID  INFLATION  FEGHT-¥ashington-President  Tniman  today  renewed 
his  plea  to  business  for  lower  prices  and  his  appeal  v.as  indirectly  echoed  by 
^enry  Food  II  who  called  upon  the  nation' s  management  to  "show  leadership  in 
tackling  the  economic  problems  of  our  day," 

Although  Mr,  Ford,  president  of  the  Food  Motor  Co,,  did  not  refer  to 
specifically  the  price  issue,  his  speech  v/as  couched  in  the  same  type  of  sijmmons 
to  business  leadership  which  marked  the  recent  announcement  of  the  company's 
decision  to  lower  prices, 

Ylhlle  stressing  the  need  of  business  management  to  point  to  the  way 
toward  economic  adjustments,  Mr,  Ford  equally  called  upon  labor  to  assime 
responsibilities  canmenurate  v/ith  its  "rights," 


UK  COTTON  BUHNG  TURNING  mOM  US:  BIRITISK-RUSSIAN  TALKS  BLGEN— E..ST 
INDI/'.N  COTTON  PURGH/'.SEDj  Liverpool-Diminishj.ng  purchases  of  /'merican  cotton  by 
the  British  were  foreseen  for  the  next  season  as  a  result  of  the  restricted 
fiscal  policy  becoming  more  necessarj'"  as  the  supply  of  the  United  States  dollars 
dv/indles , 

Dr,  Dalton,  Chancellor  of  the  Excheo^uer,  sug^^tsted  in  the  house  of 
Commons  last  week  -that  the  British  Goverrjment  rtduce  imports  generally  v/here 
Payment  is  required  in  United  States  dollars,  just  as  imports  of  tobacco  v/ere 
cut  recently.    The  remainder  of  the  dollar  loan  vrlll  probably  be  exhausted 
before  long,  it  v>ras  pointed  out.    After  that,  Britain  will  have  to  restrict 
purchases  of  foodstuffs  and  raw  materials,  buying  only  from,  those  countries 
willing  and  able  to  accept  payment  in  goods  and  services  in  return. 

The  cotton  control  maintained  interest  in  East  Indian  cotton  and  bought 
a  few  further  lots,  mainly  Bengals  and  Surti  styles. 


From  Wall  Street  Journal,  April  30  - 

PROSPEROUS  F/JUiERS:  THEIR  BUHNG  BINGE  GOES  ON  AS  CITY  FOLK  RESIST 
INCREASED  PRICES-The  farmer  remains  an  eager  tmyQv  while  other  big  portions 
of  the  iimorican  market  are  turning  reluctant. 

Soaring  living  costs,  particularly  for  food,  mangle  the  income  of  the 
city  office  worker,  the  factor  hand,  and  their  bosses.    But  the  farmer,  who 
supplies  the  table  largely  from  his  land,  is  as  yet  much  better  off.  His 
savings  are  stockpiled  in  rural  banks  from  coast  to  coast. 

Evidence  that  the  fanner  is  continuing  to  spynd  v^dth  the  trottle  vd.de 
open  is  found  in  every  one  of  nine  major  agriculture  areas  covered  in  The  l.all 
Street  Journal  survey. 
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From  Madison  ¥isconsin  State  Journal,'  Apr,  24  -        '  \ 

NOIT-DIDT  DUSTIOR  FOK  CROPS  UHGED     Recommendations  from  agricultural  re- 
search" workers  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  caution  farmers  to  use  some  other 
insecticide  than  DDT  on  crops  intended  for  live  stock  feed,  until  federal 
regularatory  agencies  say  how  much  of  the  material* can  safely  he  allowed  in 
meat  and  dairy  products* 

Experiments  on  feeding  crops  trea,ted  for  insects  with  DDT  were  made  on 
sheep  and  dairy  cattle.    The  experimental  ration  contained  somewhat  more  DDT 
than  would  usually  he  present  in  silage  made  from  properly  treated. crops,  and 
the  animals  showed  no  ill  effects.    However,  traces  of  DDT  appeared  in  the  meat, 
particularly  in  the  fatty  tissue,  and' in  the  milk. 

Actually  the  amoxmt  of  DDT  in  the-  meat  and  milk  was  small,  hut  facts  are 
incomplete  on  hov;  it  might  affect  human  healthy 

Tlie  federal  food  and  drug  administration,  which  sets  standards'  of  food 
quality,  has  limited  the  amount  of  DDT  permitted  ,pn  two  "other  foods,  apples 
and  pears,  to  seven  parts  per  million.    It  has  not  made  loiown  its  stand  on 
DDT  in  livestock  products  marketed  for  human  food* 

Prom  Worcester  (I-Iass,)  Telegram,  Apr-,  24  - 

DOCTRIIE  OF  AEUITDAITCB  -  Editorial  -  The  extent  which  the  Truman  adminis- 
tration has  forsaken,  under  the  pressure  of  puhlic  opinion,  many  of  the  p«t 
theories  of  the  Uew  Deal  Roosevelt  administration  may  now  he  measured  hy  the 
announcement  of  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Anderson  that  -hereafter  his  department 
will  encourage  ahundance,  and  not  scarcity, 

Mr,  Anderson,  in  drafting  a  long-range  farm  program,  has  urged  that  in  had 
times  the  Government  hopst  the  purchasing  pov/er  of  poor .  consumers  rather  -than 
pay  farmers  to  produce  less.    He  called  for  a  program  of  "organized,  sustained 
and  lealistic  ahundance,"    He  urged  the  adoption  of  a  national  distrihution 
program  to  see  that  surplus  foods  reach  the  mouths  of  the  hungry,  and  are  not 
dumped  at  Government  expense, 

■Thus  one  of  the  craziest  experiments  ever  conducted  hy  the  Government  — 
the  doctrine  of  scarcity  as  practiced  hy  former  Secretaxy  of  Agriculture  Henry 
Wallace  —  is  apparently  heing  kicked  out  the  Washington  v/indow.    The  kicking 
is  heing  done  hy  Mr,  Anderson  v;ho,  it  has  heen  no  secret,  disapproved  of  many 
of  the  Wallace  theories,'  , 

Mr,  Anderson,  however,  v;as  not  clearly  specific  as  to  hov/  such  a  program 
could  actually  he  worked  out.    He  suggested  the  school  lunch  program  as  one 
stahilizing  force,  and  advocated  the  possihle  use  of  food  stamps,  to  he  given 
lov.^income  farailies,  for  exchange  at  stores  for  food.     These  stamps  would  then 
he  redeemed  hy  the  Government, 

From  lIa,shvillo    Tcnncsscan,  Apr.. .-23  - 

GOYI]Ri;OHS  Oil  THE  t'lACHIijE  -  .Secretary  Anderson^ s  proposal  of  a  long-range 
program  of  food  ahundance  —  in  good  times  and  had  —  is  likely  to  receive  v/ide 
indorsement  not  only  domestically  hut  ahroad  in  a  world  that  is  near  starvationt 

His  praise  of  the  school  lunch  program  as  a  start  in  the  right  direction 
offers  a  good  gue.rangee  of  the  means  hy  v/hich  he  hopes  to  attack  the  prohlem. 
The  Repuhlicari-dom.inated  Congress,',  which  has  slashed  the  school  lunch  prograjn 
out  of  next  ^--ear^  s  hudget,  might. give  it  further  consideration  in  the  impli- 
cations of  the  secretary's  program,... 
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JVom  Billings  (Mont.)  G-azette,  Apr,  22  -  . 

IAWl  SUEPLUSES  -  Editorial  -  RenCinlDer  th.o  prewar  days  of  farm  "surpluses?" 
A  good  many  of  the  '  economists  of  tho'"time  claimed  they  weren't  surpluses  at  all 
and  that  if  consumers  v^ere  able  to  purchase  all  the  foods  they  desired  farm 
production  v/ould  hs,ve  te  "be  increa^.ed,  not  reduced. 

This  viev/  of  the  "surplus"  situation  seems  to  "be  proven  correct  "by 
present  circumstances  for  now  Americans  are  eating  meat  at  the  rate  of  ahou^^ 
150  pounds  a  person  a  year,  compared  to  126  pounds  in  the  prev/ar  period  of 
1935-39*     if  consumption  were  at  the  prewar  rate,   there  would  be  a.  "surplus" 
of  more  than  three  and  a  half  billion  pounds  this  year. 

Increased  consumption  also  has  been  noted  in  a  large  number  of  other 
basic  foods,  including  eggs,  cheese,  evaporated  and  condensed  milk,  fluid  milk 
and  dream,  -lard,  citrus  '  fruits,  canned  fruit,  fresh  vegetables,  a,nd  almost 
all  other  foods  produced  in  the  United  States,     The  few  exceptions  —  sugar, 
butter,  salad  oils,  rice,  cocoa,  and  tea  —  are  items  still  in  short  supply 
or  v/hich  are  obtained  largely  from  imports. 

Thus  a  goodly  part  of  the  "farm  problem"  does  not  deal  with  farmers 
directly.    It  concerns  the  continued  ability  of  consumers  throughotit  the  nation 
to  buy  as  much  food  as  they  desire.    Ho  true  surplus  can  exist  unless  this 
desire  first  is  being  satisfied  fully.     The  present  rate  of  "good  eating" 
probably  v;ould  have  v/iped  out  the  s-urplusos  of  the  1935^39  era  in  short  order. 


iFrom  G-rcenville  ( S^C.)  •  Ucws,  Apr,  24  -  ■  ■ 

WHEAT  PHICE  BREA,K?    ~  Editiorial  -  Secretary  .of  Agricult^u-c  Clinton  P, 
Anderson' s  sta-temcnt  that  wheat  may  drop  to  tv/o  .dollars  a  bushel,  i^cn  the  nevj 
■crop  starts  moving  to  market  this  summer  undoubtedly.'"  reflects  ^n  improved 
world  food  situa,tion  during  the  coming,  crop  season. 

Wheat  in  sight  here  is  estimated  at  about  40Q  million  bushels  more  than 
the  consumers  of  the  United  States  v/ill  need  .for  their  ov/n  uses. 

In  the  event  of  needs  such  as  those  which  have  existed  for  the  past  tv/o 
crop  years,   this  would  not  be  enough  wheat  to  depress  the  market  greatly, 

.  -It  is  recalled  that  after  tlie  first  World  War  v/heat  went  all  the  way  from 
a,  03,50  a  biishcl  high  to  a  46  cents  a  bushel  lov/  over  a  period  of  years* 

Uobody  v/ants  46  cents  jsheat  again  and  if  price  s\:yDport' programs  arc  not 
abandoned  entirely,  the  drop  will  hot  bo  a.s  precip.itatc  as  they  were  frora  the 
first  World  Wa,r  period  to  the  low  point  of  the  late  depression,  .  ^ 

But  in  all  probability  wheat  has  scon  its  best  days  for  some  time.  At 
least  that  is  one  interpretati.on  that  can  be  placed  on  Secretary  Anderson' s 
prediction,  . . 


S'rom  Minneapolis  (i-linn.)  Tribune,  Apr.,  23  -    . ,  _ 

-..„.  .  HOHE,  BETTEE  EOOD  FOH  ALL  .-  The  better,  the  diet,   the  more  efficient  the 
worker  and  the  larger  his  income;  and  the  more. .his  income,  the  better  his 
.nutrition  tends  to  be, 

;,'    ■  ,  This  is  an  a,xiom  of  nutritionists.     The  truth  of  -it  is  beginning  to  be 

■realized  by  economists  and  politicians,  A  national  nutrition  program  of  this 

■sort  would  be  a  realistic  approach  to  many  of  our  problems,.    As  a  farm  program, 

which  it  would  be  only  in  part,   it  would  be  much  more  desirable  than  the  cash 

payments  and  subsidies  which  the  gorvenmcnt  has  'tried  in  the  past,  because  it 

would  eliminate  the  paradox  of  restricting  farm  production  v^^hile  a  Ir-xgc  part 

of  the  TDOTDulation  goes  without  a,dcquate  food,  _ 
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(The  newspapers!  tt'ihagazines  from  jmqjch  these  agricui^^aral  items  are 
taken  are  on  file  in  Pre$&.^rrETse;- R6om '4IaA Phone  Gene  harrison  at  6O3I,) 

From  Ne?;  York  Times,  April  9  -  ' 

SENATE  SENDS  HELL  BACK  TO  .  HOUSE  FOR  ACCORD  ON  C  HAI^I GES-VOTES  FAPi:  UBOR  AID- 
Vashington-A  bill  to  continue  the  Federal  farm  labor  supply  pro,gram  through  19^7 
viras  approved  by  the  Senate  by  a  voice  vote  today.    The  measure,  which  authorizes 
the  Government  to  supply  farm  hands  from  Mexico,  Jamaica  and  other  places  as  vrell 
as  domestic  regions,  now  goes  back  to  the  House  for  consideration  of  changes 
made  by  the  Senate,  .  " 

The  program  of  worker  aid  to  American  farmers  v/ill  expire  on  June  30  ur.less 
renewed . 

Just  before  final, passage,  Senators  shouted  dovm.  a  proposal  by  Senator  James 
P.  Kem,  Republican,  of  Missouri,  to  spread  the  cost  of  the  program  to  the  Govern- 
ment among  farmers  who  employ  the.  imported  foreign  workers ,    The  cost  for  the 
last  six  months  of  this  year  is  estimated  at  (.10,000,000, 

The  Senate  bill  provides  a  thirty/"  da^-  period  beyond  Dec,  3I  for  liquidating 
the  program.    The  House  measure  does  not  provide  this. 


FAT  SALVAGE  HERE  UP  BY  IN  7  MONTHS-Household  fat  salvage  has  increased 

since  last  October  by  I64  percent,  the  American  Fat  Salvage  Committee  reported 
yesterday.    The  increase  was  attributed  to  m.ore  plentiful  supplies  of  m.eat  and 
greater  conservation  by  housewives  because  of  higher  prices  paid  now  for  used 
fats  and  kitchen  greases.    The  salvage  price,  formerly  U  cents  a  poiind,  has  gone 
up  to  16  cents  in  some  butcher  shops. 

Despite  the  increased  collection,  the  committee  said,  the  domestic  supply 
of  industrial  fats  and  oils  is  still  far  beloi/v  the  need,    a  Government  estimate 
sets  the  shortage  for  the  first  si^.  months  of  this  year  at  150,000,000  pounds, 
compared  i-dth"  a  year  ago,, 

A  national  survey,  according  to  the  committee,  indicated  that  87  percent  of 
the  ?romen  vxho  turn  in  salvaged  fats  vrere  saving  fryir.g  pan  grease,  6I  percent 
were  also  salvaging  roast  drippings  and  /^8  percent  broiler  drippings,  but  only 
32  percent  saved  meat  trimmings,  12  percent  ski.mmed  fat  from  soups,  and  only  7 
percent  rendered  dovm  the  scraps  from  the  dinner  table. 


CARGO  IS  PILHj  UP  BY  LACK  OF  SHIPS-Low  rate  export  cargo  is  piling  up  on  the 
docks  m  increasing  quantities  because  of  lack  of  shipping  space/  it  was  reported 
yesterday.    A  number  of  complaints  are  being  received  from  ex-^orters  who  are  unable 
to  ship  cement,  flour  and  autos  despite  good  market  demand.  Department  of  Commerce 
officials  state,  ■  ' 

The  basic  problem,  traders  stated,  is  that  shippers  are  unvdlling  to  take  low 
cost  and  hard  to  handle  freight  when  they  are  able  to  obtain  vdthout  difficultv 
high  rate  cargoes. 
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From  Nev/  York  Times,  April  9  - 

POTATO  PEST  CURB  SIGNED  BY  DFv'EY-Albany-The  grovring  of  potatoes  or  tomatoes 
in  a  3,000^acro  area  centering  around  Kicksville,  L.I.,  site  of  the  only  knovm 
golden  nematode  infestation  in  North  America,  can  be  barred  by  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture  under  a  bill  signed  today  by  Governor  Dev/ey, 

If  the  'commissioner  of  Agriculture  orders  a  farmer  to  cease  grov/ing  potatoes 
or  tomatoes,  the  Commissioner  may  make  an  agreement  mth  him  to  ccxapensate  him 
for  the  loss  of  use  of  his  land. 


From  Wall  Street  Journal,  April  9  -  ■  -  • 

COMMODITY  MARKETS  broke  sharply  on  ney^s  that  President  Tr^iman  had  sammoned 
his  Cabinet  to  a  special  "price  conference,"    ''Tieat  futures  at  Chi  ergo  declined 
3  5/B  to  L,  5/8  cents  J  corn  T>ras  off  1         to  ^  cents;  cotton  shoved  losses  ranging 
up  to  $3*70  a  bale.    The  Dovr  Jones  futures  index  experienced  its  severest 
drop  since  last  October  29,    It  closed  at  131. S-i,  off  2.o0. 


MORE  PREIGHT  CARS  NEEDED-Editorial-In  yesterday's  issue  this  ne^^rspaper ' s 
Chicago  of-ice  reported  a  sharp  increase  during  the  preceding  iTeek  in  number  of 
freight  cars  ordered  and  "inquiries"  concerning  terms  and  delivery  schedules, 
■"his  spurt  of  ordering  follows  the  recent  agrec-ment  between  steel  and  car 
building  companies  on  mutual  efforts  to  step  up  this  year's  output  of  cars,  if 
possible. to  the  level  of  10,000  a  month. 

In  the  same  issue  appeared  a  suramarj.''  of  a  report  from  the  Association  of 
American  Railroads,  disclosing  that  in  the  first  13  weeks  of  19/^7  freight  car 
loadings  had  exceeded  those,  of  any  like  season  since  1930, 


Prom  N.Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  April  9  -    '  .  ' 

G0VERJ\1IENT  ACTION  Oil  PRICES-Editorial-The" AdministraLion  is  rignt,  in  focussing  ■ 
public  attention  upon  prices,    i^ut  it  is  even  more  iinportant  that  the  people  be 
informicd  correctly  of  wh;/  prices  have  gone  up,  and  hov^  a  further  rise  can  be 
avoided,    ^^Wrely  to  broadcast  statements  tiiat  prices  are  too  high  ?jid  should  come 
down,  vdthout  shovdng  why  they  have  risen  and  stating  explicitly  what  must  be  done 
to  bring  them  down  again,  wi.ll  confuse  public  thinking  and  corld  do  far  more  haim 
than  good, 

Tvio  factors  are  chiefly  responsible  for  the  price  rise  this  year.    These  are 
shortages  of  farm  commodities  and  the  rising  trend  of  wap^es.    So  long  as  these  forces 
continue  to  operate,  it  is  not  going  to  be  possible  to  halt  the  price  rise  except  by 
restoring  the  whole  cumbersome  and  distasteful  m.achinery  of  OPA,  and  even  then 
prices  may  be  stabilized  at  the  cost  of  curtailing  production. 

The  marketing  of  new  crops  will  automatically  take  care  of  the  farm  price 
problem.    Until  the  harvests,  every  effort  should  be  made  to  minimize  the  effect 
upon  agricultural  prices  of  Governmont  buying  for  relief  abroad.    Other  than  that, 
the  Government  can  do  little,  J 


Farm  Digest  725-47-2 


